
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



HN SRt34 G 



SCrS-dM-O'lf,!^ 



^ ..m "-^^ 




'^ . 



Digitized by VjQOQIC 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 






^^ 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 




w 



> 



.t^ 



THOUGHTS 




UPON 



HUNTING. 



[Prici IK Boards, ys,6d,J 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ik r 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 




w^l: 







Digitized by VjOOQ iQ 




Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THOU G H T S 



UPON 



I N G. 




FAMILIAR LETTERS 



TO^A FRIEND. 



By PETER BECKFORD, Esq^ 



■ SI qyiD KOVISTI rectius istis, 

CandxjC>us imperti : si non, his utere mecum. 



Hor. 



A NEW EDITION, 



SARUM : PRINTED BY E, EA8T0N : 

SOLD BY P. ELMSLY, IN THE STRAND ; J. ROBSON, NEW 

BOND STREET ; J. DEBRETT, PICCADILLY, LONDON. 

AND W. SOLLERS, BLANDFORD. 

MDCCIXXXII, 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



'Z>_,^23fp^JlC^ 



V ' t ^ / 




^l 



^^^ 



.■^ 



i»<v 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



J^^^^ 




jfn^ S the author of the following letters hath been 
charged with inhumanity, and yet conjedured to be 
a clergyman ; it is now become neceflary to publifli 
his name : and tho' it may not be ufual to anfwer an 
anonymous writer, yet, as it is not impoffible that 
fome readers may have adopted his fentiments, this 
confideration, and this alone, induces the author to 
anfwer the objeiftions which the critic hath fo, wan- 
tonly, made. Whatever may be the imperfeftion 
of thefe letters, the author is deiirous that it 
{hould fall, as it ought, upon himfelf only. The 
objedions, which he thinks were unneceffarily made, 

he 
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\he has endeavoured to remove. All intentional cru- 
elty he entirely difclaims. His appeal from that 
accufation lies to thofe, whom he addreiTes as his 
^ judges; not (as the critic^jj^^K think) becaufe they 
i ' areeomlly barbamp w^ith hlLfel£: ^fcn, ^i^ecaufe 

I JWrtlnv- n Onlfr are competent to d^de, ^ 



ERRATA. 

Page X07. 1. a. for any xvtyt read dtywife, 
168. I. 3. for mufts read meufes. 
250. U 19. for bad read hatUj» 
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IN A SERIES OFLETTBRS. 
LETTER I. 

Briitol Hot-Wdls, March zo, 1779. 

O U could not have chofcn, my Friend, a 
bctt?er feafon than the prcfcnt, to remind me of fending 
you my Thoughts upon Hunting; for the accident that 
brought me hither is likely to detain me ibme time : 
befidcs, I have no longer a plea for not obeying your 
commands. Hitherto, indeed, I had excufcd myfelf, in 
hopes that fome publication on the fubjeft might have 
rendered thefe letters needlefs -, but fince nothing of the 
Ifind, altho' fo much wanted, has appeared ; as 1 am now 
iufficiently unoccupied to undertake the talk, I fhall not 

B think 
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think it a trifling fubjed, if you think it a necefTary one: 
and I wifli my own experience of the diverfion, may 
enable me to anfwer the many queftionft which you are 
pleafed to propofe concerning it. 

Knowing your partiality to rhyme, I could wi(h to 
fend you my thoughts in verfc ; but as this would take 
up more time, without anfwering your purpofe better, 
I muft beg you to accept them in humble profe, which, in 
my opinion, is better fuited to the fubjeft. Didaftic 
eflays fhould be as little clogged as poffible ; they fhould 
proceed regularly, and clearly j fhould be eafily written, 
and as eafily underftood, having lefs to do with words, 
than things. The game of crambo is out of falhion, to 
the no fmall prejudice of the rhyming tribe j and before 
I could find a rhyme to porringer ^ I fhould hope to finifh 
a great part of thefe letters. I fhall therefore without 
further delay, proceed upon them : This, however, I mufl 
defire to be firfl underflood between usj that when, to 
fave trouble to us both, J fay a thing «, without tacking 
a falvo to the tail of it, fuch as, in my opinion — to the befi 
$f my judgment^ &c. &c. — ^you fhall not call my humility 

in 
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in queftion, as the affertion is not meant to be mathema- 
tically certain. When I have any better authority than 
my own, fuch as Somerrile for inftance^ (who by the bye, 
is the only one I believe, that has written intelligibly on 
this fubjeft) I fhall take the liberty of giving it you in 
4is own words, to f^lve you the trouble of turning to him. 

You may remember perhaps, that when we were hunting 
together at Turin, the hounds having loft the flag, and 
the piqueurs (ftill more in fault than they) being ignorant 
which way to try, the King bid them afk Milord jhiglois. 
Nor is it to be wondered at, if an Englilhman Ihould be 
thought to underftand the art of hunting, as the hounds^ 
which this country produces are univerfally allowed to be 
the beft in the world :— From whence, I think this in- 
ference may be drawn, that although every man, who 
follows this diverfion, may not underftand it, yet it is 
extraordinary of the many who do, that one only of any 
note ihould have writren on the fubjcft,-— It is rather 
unfortunate for me that this ingenious fportfman fhould 
have preferred writing an elegant poem, to an ufeful 
ieiTon i fmce if it had pleafed him, he might eafily have 

B 2 faved 
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tfkved me the trouUe of writing thde ktters. Is it not 
fttange in a countrjr where ttfe|>«((s i$ in.ohe continued 
kbour with opiftions of 2imo(t trcry kind^ from tfaeinoft 
ferious and inAniftiv^ to the mqft ridicutow and trifling; 
ar countrf befide6,*ib fanuHis for the bcft hounds, and the 
beft horfes to fo^l^^ them, whofe authors fometimes bunt, 
and whofe iportfmen fometimes write, that only the prac* 
tical p.«rt of bunting ihould be known ?— ?Ther^ is how- 
ever ;io doubt th^t the p^^cal part of it y[kpjI^ b^ imr 
proved, were it to be accompanied by theory. 

Francb> Gefrflany, and Italy, are alfo filenti Ibelievc^ 
on this fubjedt, thdu^ each of thefe countries has had its 
iportfmen. Foxes it is true they never hunt, ahd hares 
butfeWomj yet jfehe flag and wild boar both in France 
and in Germany^are ftiU pur&ed wjtth the utmoft fplendour 
and magniftcencef; In Italy, I believe, there has been no 
hunting fince the deatji of the Duke of Parma; he was 
very fond of it, and r -apprehend all hunting in thai 
country ceafed with him^. The only fportfmen now re- 
maining are gentlemen in green coats, who taking their 
coiiteauK dc chafft along with them, walk into the fields to 

catch 
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catch finall htnifi> which they call m^ar a h cacckt, or m 
pUin Bjk%Mx ff(ing a bmimii yet it ht$ oo( been £> with 
horfemftnOiip; that has been tcesued fcienti^ally by all-*^ 
In Italy by Pignatellij — In Gennany by Ifenbourg, — and 
k Frmcs by La Guerimer c :TrIf Of ^rp the ufeful kflpni 
pf the Duke of NewqaJWe ^9»^?d to <his cQuntry only i 
they are both read w4 pra&ifed every wh^re > nor is bt 
the only, lipbjle lord who ha%writ^n pn the fubj eft.— While 
u{>Qn.h]uatiAgj all (u-e fU^nt; and were it oot for the mufe 
of Somcrvile, who has io judicioufly and fo fwectly fung, 
the dog, that ufeful, that honcft, that faithful, that dif- 
iQterefted, that entertaining animal, would have been fuf- 
fered to pafs unnoticed and undiitinguiihed. 

* A Northern cowt once, indeed, did honor this animal 
with a particular mark of approbation and reiped j but 
the fidelity of the dog has fince given place to the fagacity 
9f the elephant, Naturalifts, it is true, have included 
dogs in the fpecific defcriptions they have given us of ani- 
mals.— Authors may have written on hunting, and book- 
fellerd may know many, that to fportfmcn are un- 
known—but I again repeat that I know not any writer,. 

antient 
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ancient or modern, from the time of Nimrod to the prc- 
fent day (one only excepted) who has given any ufeful 
information to a fportfman.* 

It may be obje<^ed9 that the hunting of a pack of hounds 
depends upon the huntfman ; and that the huntfmany 
generally (peaking, is an illiterate fellow, who feldom can 
either read, or write :— This cannot well be denied.^- 
I muit therefore obferve, that it is impoffible for the 
buiinefs of a kennel to go on as it ought, unlefs the mafter 
himfelf knows fomething of it. There muft be an under- 
ftanding fomewhere ; and, without it, no gentleman can 
enjoy in perfedtion this noble diverfion. 

It was the opinion of a great fportfman, that it is not 
lefs difficult to find a perfe£t huntfman, than a good prime 
miniiler. Without taking upon me to determine what 
requifites may be necefTary to form a good prime minifter, 
I will defcribc fome of thofe which are efTentially neceflary 

• Many French authors have given rules for hunting the hare, and 
ftag ; to make this pafTage lefs exceptionable therefore^ it may be better 
perhaps, inftczd of J}ort/maff, to re^d /exiunter. 

towards 
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towards forming a perfcft huntfman; qualities which, 
I will venture to fay, would not difgrace more brilliant 
fituations :— -fuch as a clear head, nice obfervation, quick 
apprehenfion, undaunted courage, ftrength of conftitu- 
tion, aftivity of body, a good ear, and a good voice. 

There is not any one branch of knowledge, commonly 
dignified with the title of art, which has not fuch rudi- 
ments or principles, as may |ead to a competent degree 
of fldll, if not to perfedlion, in it : whilft hunting, the 
fole bufinefs of fome, and the amufcment of moft of the 
youth in this kingdom, feems left entirely to chance. 
Its purfuit puts us, both to greater expence, and alfo, to 
greater inconvenience than any other 5 yet, notwithftand- 
ing this, we truft our diverfion in it to the fole guidance 
of a huntfman : We follow juft as he (hall choofe to con- 
du6t us ; and we fuffer the fuccefs, or difappointment of 
the chace to depend folely on the judgment of a fellow, 
who is frequently a greater brute than the creature on which 
he rides. I would not be underftood to mean by this, that 
a huntfman fhould be a fcholar, or that every gentleman 
ihould hunt his own hounds : It is not neceflary a huntfman 

fhould 
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fliould be a maa of letters j t)ut give me leave to obfervcj 
that had he the bcft uftderftaodiij^ he yroujd frequcntlx 
ind opportunities joftxcfcifing it^ ami intricacies wfeich, 
might pwt it to th? tcft. You will {d.j> P?rl>^ps, fh^re i^ 
fbmething tooMbpfm^uxn ii^ occupa^tipn pf a h\ii^in«ui 
&>r a gentleman to take it upon himfelf j you may alfa 
think it is bentath him j I agree with you in borf^^rO^et 
I hope that he m4y hive leave to underftand it^-^rrlf he 
follows the diverrioo> it is 4 fign of his liking it j and if 
he like it^ ibrely it is fome di%race to htm tp tje i^pra^$ 
of the me^ns mod conducive to obtain it# 

I FIND there will be no neceflity to fry muc^ in com« 
mendation of a diverfion to yoU;, which you fa profcfljj^ly 
admire * j it would ; be needJefe therefore to emigtprafi)^ ih* 

• Since the above was written. Hunting has undergone a fevere 
cenfure> (vide Monthly Review for September 1781) nor will any 
thing fatisfy the critic lefs than its total abolition. He recoxmnendj 
feat$ of a£^it)r, (o be.prad{fed> and exhibited^ ioftead qf it. ^Whether 
the amendment propofed by the learned gentleman, be defirable, or not; 
I fhall forbear to determine ; taking the liberty, howevfcr, to remind 
him, that as hunting hath flood its ground, from the earlieft times^ 
and been encouraged and approved by the bcft authorities, and pra^lifed 

by 
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hftrots o£ dfitiquity who wete taught thfe art of hunting ; or 
the miuiy great men^ (among whom was the fanxnis 
(jaten>) who hare united in recommending it« I (hall 
hcwteMr, rfcrnind you that yotir beloved hero^ Henry the 
Fourtk of FVance^ made it his chief amufbmfenti and his 
very k>ve*ktters) ftnuige as it ibay appear, are full of 
Iktle dfe: and that one of the greateft minifters which 
our mm country ever produced* was fo fohd of this diveif* 
fion> that the firft lettei- he opened, as I have been told> 
was generally that of his huntfinan. — In moft countries, 
ftom the earlieft tknes, hunting has been a principal occu* 
{MCion of Ae peoptr^- either (br ufe or amufement i and 
many priftcta have made it their chief delight >-»a cir*» 
cufoftance which occaiHmed the following i^ ii»^/.— Louis 
the Fifteenth was fo paffionattly fond of this diverfion^ 
that it occupied him intirely i the King of Prufiia, who 
never hunts, gives up a great deal of his time to muiic, 
and himielf plays on the flute : A German, laft war mctt-- 

hf the Sfcactft men, it caimot now be ftippofed either to dread ciid- 
eidhf Of CO aeed fapport«— Huatiiig; joriginates in natttre itfelf, and 
it is in prtMt eorrefpondence to diit law of nature, tliat the fereral 
aa&nali are ^^onded with neceAiry mtaas of attack and defence. 

C . iog 
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iiig a Frienchmani aflccd him very imper^ipcBtly, ^^J/m 
*^ maUre fbaffbif tpujours ?"-«- '^ om^ oni^'' reply'd t;li? others 
*^ // nejoue Jamais de la flnte. — ^The repjy waP exccUcftft 
bu( it would h^ye bp^p as wdl, perhaps, for manjcjiui, if 
that great man had never been otherwife pmploy^-»- 
Hunting is the f^ul of a country lifej it giv^ hcajth .to 
ftMt bodyj and (contentment; to the mind \ 4n4 i3 ooie of tbc 
few pleafurc^ we c^n enjoy in ibcie^» without prejudice 
either 50 ourfelye?, or our fricjids. 

Thb Spe&ator has drawn with infinite hunmur tfa* 
charafter of a man who paiTes his whole life in purfuic trf 
verifies s and it is probable^ other Will WimUes might 
itill be found. I hope however, that he did not think 
jthey were confined to the country only. Triflers theit 
are of every denomination. r— Are we not all triflers ? and 
^e we not told that all is vanity ? — The Spectator with- 
out doubt felt . great companion for Mr. Wimbk j yet 
Mr. Wimble might not have been a proper objcft of it $ 
iince it is more than probable he was a happy man, if the 
employment of his time in obliging others, ^nd plsafing 
himfelf can be thought to have made him fo.— Whether 

vanity 
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Vanity miftcad us or not in the choiee of our ptirAiits, the 
{)lcaftires or advaritages which rcfult from them^ will beft 
determine.-— I fear the occupation of few gentlemen will 
ftlW of !nice ferufiny i dccupations therefore that amufei 
tffi4 affe at the fame time innocent j that promote exerciie 
and conduce to health ; though they may appear trifles 
in the eyes of others, certainly are not fo to thoft who 
enjoy them. Of this number I think I may reckon hunt-* 
ingi and I am particularly glad the fame author furnifhes 
A quotation in fupport of it j " for my own part/* fays 
this elegant writer, " I intend to hunt twice a week during 
^ my ftay with Sir Roger) and Ihall prefcribe the mode- 
" rate ufc of this exerdift to all my country friends, as the 
•* beft phyfic for mending a bad conftitution, and pre- 
^* ferving a good ohe/**— The inimitable Cervantes, alio 
honourably mentions this diverflon : Kte makes Sancho 
fay — " mercy on me what pleafure can you find, any of 
•^ ye all, in killing a poor bcaft that never meant any 
«* harm ! ** that the Duke may reply,— " you are miftaken, 
** Sancho ; hunting wild beafls is the moll proper exercife 
** for knights and princes -, for in the chace of a flout 
<« noble bead, may be reprefentcd the whole art of war, 

C 1 •* ftratagems. 
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^ devlbdr «(MHy^ i}M^<^ td^ otcMSnw wr^Mtm^Mi 
**%fet3r. -Here ire ^«palBd*eo the^Jt?r«toiilSi*^hB«t 
^' and cbkTr t»fe and'^aBiMft cm ht^e ho N>0A% dib 
^ifivcHion r by tfiU wto iiwr mureA^foaPW^^WP^^ 
<^ oift^ fin^s ari( i6%ngdicficdji our jDtUwi imdtt ftippte^ wd 
«*t)urwhol^4>Q*^hidi ^ttA iM^r€\ In Ihon; it it ^n-^mtv^ 
^* cife tha^t tMf tie beneficiftl to maf^> and^oan be pr«)ti* 
«*dicnil to n6hc;'*-i^Small indeed U the humb*i» (rf* fhiafc 
who ^ ill the^btjirrc cf fi^ • tKoufiMd ytJart-^ h«y^ M)j^la)^ 
themTdves tn ike ^tdvknfCMkiir df nftfid luovrirdgr. 
Mankind have been %lf ft with Init o«e Titus, tbtc we 
-know of s and^ it is to beleared^he has had bvt lew imi- 
tators, Days a)id ytasft ffy f^ay^ ricw i$ any account 
dkcn of them, and how many niay reafo^lyfaiel^^poliKl 
to pafs without afibrding even amufement toothers, or 
fatisfadtion to ourfclves. Mu(Ji more^ I think^ might be 
faid in favour of the Wimblers b^ it muft be ooafeft, 
' thit the man who fpenda his whole time i q triftes^; pafies 
it contemptibly, compared with thoft who are employed 
in refearches after knowledge ufeful to mankind, or in 
profeffioM ufeful to the ftate. 

I AM 
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.oUbnMi(A-in4^9peiira«flrwi,U gtiTQ nie Inye^ The ck- 

tp0ri0lqct!i ttae ha4 m$jf>e of u& to you t^ prel^nt ; 

0tkvp.pffh$p$. ktf^tep iiuijr write owre judickHifly and 

-inore fMljhon ftiie fulift^ \ You know it b ray intereft to 

iRih thep woMld% The few wbplunrc written on hunting, 

rffiEotrpm IP th€»f iipve^foai&m foe sreat part of the inibiy 

iQariPft:]M(u migbt e«peft46ioin ihem : and whothqr pre- 

^oeflbrs were, I ha^e yet- €o leam. Ev^n. Som^ile is 

. l€& copious than I coul4 wifib ^4od-has purppfcly oqaitted 

what is not to beipund i^e«^ei^»--rl a^ean^ receipts for 

:.«he ettteof fuc^ dtfeafim- aa- ^unds are fubjeft to. He 

: Jiolds^ibeh in^mnatioii chei^, and beneath hia lofty rnufe. 

Profe has no excufe, and yohi may depend on every infor* 

,tt)ktMn*cfaatJ can ^et^-^The familiar manner, in which 

?ji^ thottghibB.wiU be fonyeyed t<> you in thefc let^», may 

l Afeient ly evince the tnteniKm of the aythor.— •They are 

written with no other dejign than to be of ufe ;o (porfmen. 

•p«-Were my aim to amufe^ I. wox^d not endeavour to in« 

ftrua. 
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fbru<5b. A fohg mtghc fuU ^ l^^rpftfe hHKtr (hiui an^ 
cflky. To iipprove heakh by prMnotiAg ettrcifii^ i?^lo 
excite gcQtkmen who are fond of huntings to ebttili the 
knowledge lieceOky to enjoy it in p9rfe&io«i^--flMKl.tO 
lefleo the puni&ments which itre too often infti£);efi oft m 
animal fo friendly to mad> are the chief ends iatended by 
the following letters. 

I SHALL not pretend to lay down r^iles trhioh are to be 
equally good in every country } I ihall think myibjf fufr 
(iciently juftified in recoain»tnding fuch as have been 
tryed with fuccefs in the countries whcrd I have generally 
hunted^ As almoft every counti^ has a different dialed, 
you will alfo excu&j X hope^ any terms that muf not be 
current with ypu : I wUl take the beft care I can that the 
number (hall be fmalL I need not> I think, advife you 
not to adopt too eafily the opinions of odter mas« Yet 
will hear a tall man (ay it is nonfenfe to ride any bat 
large hori^ ^ and every little man in company, will mn 
mediately fell his little horfes, buy fdch as he can hardly 
inoutit, and t^e th«m in UUy counories ikfr which dicy 
ate tMdHly «nili« Pridt induces SMie men to dictate y 

indolence 
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ittdalencd makesT otkersi ltk€ to be dlftat^d to ; fo' both 
p$rtic9 find cheir a(k:o\mt in it. Ybuwill not let this 
miflead you.~-You will dare to think for yourfelf. — ^Nor 
will fou43elieTe every man who pretends to know what 
ywi like) beeier th«i you do yourfelf.— There is a de- 
gree ^fcoxcombly, I believe, in every thing: You have 
heard, I make no doubt, that greyhounds are either black, 
or white, or black and white ; and if you have any faith 
in thofe who fey they know beft, they will tell you that 
there are no oAers.*— Prejudice however is by far too 
Mind a guide to be depended oti. 

I HAVE read fiwiiewhere, that there is ho book fo bai!, 
but a judicious reader may derive fbme advantage from 
the reading of it \ I hope thefe letters will not prove the 
ohly exception. Should they fall into the hands of fuch 
te are not fportfmen, I aecd not, I think, make any ex- 
cufiss to them for the contents, fince the title fufficiently 
0ICWS for whom they were dcfigned* Nor arc they meant 

^ There ^ » f^Oioa 14 gcfy^iu^f 1 fome c^prTers^vien prftead tliai 
W/ not being of the fa^iona]^]^ colour, arc curs, and not ^jjrhcHinds. 

for 
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£»r fuch iporifiiin tft BMd a0C mftr uddm> bm liMT 1^^ 
doi to iviiomy I pi^ftnKj in Ibim p«ru tt k^ 
be found of ufe. Sjifice.a grwt book has bow kmg 
looked upon as a grtzt eviU I (hall take cart aoc to fio 
that way at k«^ and fliaU endeavour to make thefe letters 
^ ihort as the cx^tent jof my fubjedt will admit. . . ^' 

You will rally me, perhaps, <m the choice of my 
frontiipiece ; but why ihould not hunting acbitit the 
t>atronage of a lady? The antients, yoo know, mvoked 
Diana at fctting out on the chace, and facrifieol to haf 
at their return s Is not this enough to ihew the propriety 
of my choice ? At all eyents, I afiure ntyfetf, you will 
approve her attendants— 12^^^ and Cmaentmrnf. 

I SRALt now take my leave of you for the prefent : in 
my next letter I (hall proceed according to your defire^ 't^l 
I have anfwered ^ your queftions. Remember you are not 
to exfieft eotortaiaoieat > I wtfli that you may fiad fimie 
inllruAton : the dryness of the iobjeft mty exculc^Mr want 
ctf* die one, and I cannot doubt of your indulgmce, whilft 
T am obeying your commands, if / fl|oilld £m in the odmr* 

LE T- 
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)^1NCE you 'mtend to make huntihg yotir chief amufc- 
ment in the countfy, you are certainly in the right to 
give it fome confideraCion before you begirt, afid not likt 
Mafter Stephen in the play, firft buy a hawke, and then hunt 
after a book to keep it by. — I am glad to find that you in- 
"tend to build a new kennel, and I flatter myfelf the exj)c- 
rlence I have had may be of fome ufe to you in build- 
ing it : It h not only the flrft thing that you Ihould dd, 
but it is alfo the moft important. As often as your mind 
may alter, fo often may you eafily change from one kind 
of hound to another ; but your kennel will ftill remairt 
the fame ; Will ftill keep its original imperfeftions, unleli 
altered at a great expencej and be lefs perfeft at laft, than 
ft might have been made at firft, had you purfued a proper 
plan, 'ft- is' true, ho'urtds' may be kept In barns, an4 
ftables ; but thofe who keep them in fuch places Can bcf^ 
inform "^yotrVKetficr'tlicfr hounds are capable bfanfwcring 

'^-^^: D . the 
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the purpofes for which they are kept. The' fenfc of 
fmelling, the odora mnum vis, as Virgil calls. It^ i^ fo ex^ 
quifite in 9 hound^ that I cannot but tflippofe evetf ftench 
is hurtful to it. It is that faculty on which all oiir hopes 
depend ; it is that which nmift lead^is o*cr f^mBSp&Unms^ 
where the f^t of the gentle we purfue Imng efoggodhi 
leave little fcent behind^ as well as o'er ftony roads^ 
through watery mead^j and where fhecp have fetined 
the ground. 



CiEANLiif^ss h not only abfohitely necefiilry to ^ 

nofe ef the hound, but ijifo %o the pcfenrttioaof.rhfe 

health. Dogs are naturally ckanly ^mals ; they fe)doiiik» 

when they can help it, dung where they lie ; AiitJ^ir^ 

ftraw arc neceflary %o keep them healthy* . They are fu^r 

j eft to the mange } a diforder^ to, which pw^rtf and 

naftinefs will very much contribuiaev ?)friyi tho'-eafiiy 

flopped at its firft appearance, if ftiifitred to .qQntii>ue 

long, confiderably leflens the powers of the animal -, and 

the remedies which miift then be ufcd,.. being in^thCm- 

felves violent) often injure his conftitution :: It had: bcttser 

be prevented r Let the kennel there&re he an objeftof 

your particular care. 

" Upon 
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^ t^pMt fome litcte eikiimce tm&i 

Aod fronting to the ruddy dai^; its courts - ' " 
On either hand wide opening to Itcdve ' ; n.^f : : 
The fuA's aR*chetrihg beams, when mtld he fiunes^ 
And gild$ the itiountainr to{)s."^ 



SmH as Somenrik dire^s may be the (itUationi it^ iize 
ihi^'ik fuitsed to the nvmher of its inhabitants ; ti^ 
ftrdiiteftoft^of tt may be conformable to your own tafte« 
Ufclefi expcnce I Ihoiild not fecommend ; yet as I fup- 
pofe you will often make it a yifit> at lead in the hunting 
feafon^ I could wifh it might have neatnefs without^ as 
well- as cleanKnels within, the more to allure you to it, 
i fliotald fbrthc fame reafbn wifh it to be as near to your 
hooft, M you will give h leave* I know there are many 
objedions to its being very near : I forefec ftill more to 
its being at a diftance : there is a vulgar faying, that it is 
the mafter'$ eye that makes the horfe fat ; I can allure 
Y<m it 18 even more neceffiuy in the kennel, where dean- 
Knefs is not kfs eflential than food. 

TiiniE are, I jnake no doubt, many better kennels 
than iriinc j fome of which, you fliould fee before you 
bcgm to hwld : you can but make ufe of my plan in cafe 

D 2 that 
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that 70U ^mild likfe noooiher jbcttir. Ifj ia ihfi' mean 
tjakii I am to gi^e^ you tny ofdnibii what a kcaoelioogfac 
toe bcv I oiuft fend y0u a dcrcripdonofmy osm^ fur. I 
have not feen n^ttTf €ichars« 

^ I WOULD advUb you to make it large enough at firft^ as 
any aiidition to it afterward^ mvft fpoil the appearance of 
it« . I haye kwn obliged to addto toinej which wa^ built 
ffomaplftn of atf own, apd intej^kd, at firft, for a pack 
of bcagies. As my fccdiog-ryird is too (mall, I ^U en- 
deavour to remedy, thilt dtleA in th<! plan J (end you^ 
which plan may be (till enlarged or leiTcned*, as yoy think 
6t;..oi:. as ycmr occaiions may reqtufc. - The feedii^ 
^rougha.lhould be wide at the bottom^ and muft have, 
vraoden coycrst 
^ - , . - . 

I THINK two kennels abfolutely neceflary to the well+ 
being of the hounds : when there is but one, it is feldom 
fweet; and ^en cleaned out, the hounds, particularly in 
win^r, fufier both whilft it is cleanings and as long as 
it remains wet afterwards. To be more clearly underftood 
\^ yotf^ I (hail caU one of thefe the bufUktg-kewUl, hy 
which I mean that kennel into which the hounds, intended 

to 
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to hunt, tho next diqF> ace ^drtftccL 'U&djiiwayf to tfacr 
fkne fccmely thejri/dU Jnr dnfofd^wttb. Uttk ;trou^ 
thejrirSlaiifwer to thdr nunes more .readilf^ and :]^ou 
may count your hounds into the kemel-^wttk at tmich 
cafe as a Ihepherd counts his fhcep out of the fold. 

Wh£)I the feeder fitit comes to the keiiifd in a mom^ 
ing, he ihoOld let out the hounds into the outer court ; 
af the fameiflDiie opening the door of theiiUMing kanflel ; 
1^ want ofrefty or bad w^atber ftouM incline them to^ 
go info it. The Ickigt^-room flk>Qld then be cleaned 
o«t> the doors and vrindowt of it opened, the littor 
Aidcen up, and that whole kennel made fweet and ^lean 
before the hcpunds return to k again. The great court 
and the other kennels are not lefs to be attended to, nor 
fliould you pais over in filence any omiffion that is hurtful 
to your hounds* 

Thb floor of each lodging-ramo Aquld be brick'd, 

and flop^d on both fides to runr to the center, urith a gutter 

left to carry off the water, that when t^ are walhed, they 

may be foon dry. If water fhotdd remain through any 

, - , . fault 
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fatift m tiie Mm, it IhoiiM b« catc^iUy mqip^d^up ^ :|m: 
as iMrnMh4siatfte gt^RMfift d«|(nlt^fi^ctlBtt^ 
^Acr ^tork/ 6 ^mf^s are n|«dlly fiMJiidicid*. Yowwti 
think rae/ perhaps^ ttio pattifiuhr m thii« dbvd^Mi 
yet there ate beti^ harm kt )f^r kitownlf ^A^ycm^^G^^ 
vattts ought CO doi as, it is «ot klripoffiblte,''i«'iiittf -be 
(bcnttitne^ necttSuylbv 700 «o fiae tkai it is done, ulu 
yow milkajy pcofelBott jwx aie perfcftiy acquaiottd with 
thcf4uty <tf « cointin^ foldi^r, and iko' yao hare ao 
fwther bufladi with Ae i nii m tti s of ia^ MflMic douiMS 
yon ftiU find lAe kwwkd^ of them irfHul ta you4 
Bdicve flBc> diej^ may jbe u&ftii ^#i and you will pardiMi 
me,lhQpe»if I wilk»ftefo«aMartiMtiii the MmmX^ 
as weU as ifi tke fkld^^-Ofdos gvvea witlnmt ikill an 
fekbm weU obeyed, aiidwJiestdK>sM4»ria«itlMrf(M* 
ratt> or wxumtkft^ the ferraitf w31 i»r idk. 

I ALSO wiffa thati contrary to the ufual pra^ice in 
bwldmg keiinria, yo« would iukve tk»ot doors;; two in 
the tiimti and one u^ tiie b«ck 1 the hift to hare a ladtice^ 
w jgw to w Mi ft, wjcba wooden Aaatter^ wliidi is cooftantlf 
to fcol.^ tlofod whn the AooMb am in, cscepo in iam^ 

mer. 
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tuaiiijr of carnridg o«t tlie ^w when c|>e lodgii^-room 
h 4mim4» and a$ it Is x>f!fiolf te to tb« wlftdow, wUl be 
» mean^^ltt ki ^thoroi^ m, wjbicfa wifi gready coa- 
Ifflbtttt to keep it fweet and wholefome. The other d<K>^ 
will bfi of ujfe in drying the rooiii> when the hovnds 
aire out^ wd as one is to be kepi &^U a^d the other 
hooked backi (allowing juft ro<mi ^ a d<^ fio pais) 
Hmy t>rc4kOt liat^ to misf ofe^ion. The gi^t vmdow 
in the center ihould have a folding-^ihutter ; half^ or the 
whole of which^ nviy be flwt nt night&i according to the 
weather I and jom kenncla by:tlM; iiieaM» m«y be kept 
varm^ or c«ol» Juft a$:yott fteife t» haw Aeri^t The 
two great lodgiag^tooma oor OK»&ly atik^ and as eitch 
has a court belonging to itt «e diftioA kemdl^y fituated 
at the oppofite ends of the buildii^ ; in the centre of 
which, is the boiling-hoiiie> and feedii^^-y^d -, and on 
each fide a kfiisr kmiK)»^ eittvr &r houftda thitt^ are drafted 
off; hounds that are fick or lame y or for ^y other pur- 
pofes, as occaficm oisgr require*. Atthe.b^j«^ «fbii;h# 
tts theyaraibM half thcJkftk^i tkt- 19» ^eai kflnnebr 

are 
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arc places for coals^ &c. for the ufc of the kennel. There 
is alio a fmall building in cbe rear for hot bitches. The 
plan will fiiew joti the fize cf fhe whole. The floors 
of the inner courts^ like thofc of the lodging-rooms, are 
bricked and (loped towards the centre ; and a channel of 
water, brought in by a leaden pipe, runs through the 
middle of them. In the centre of each court is a wel!, 
large enough to dip a bucket to clean the kennels; this 
.mtift be faced wkh (tone, or it will be often out of 
repair. In the feeding-yard, it ihould have a wooden 
cover. 

Thb benches, which muft be open to let the urine 
through, lliould have hinges and hooks in the wall, that 
they may fold up, for the greater conveniency in wafhing 
out the kennel ; they Ihould alfo be made aj low as poffi« 
ble, that a hound when he is tired, may have no difficulty 
in jumping upi and at no time may be able to creep 
Ainder"^ : let me add, that the boiler ihould be of caft-ironr« 

. ♦ Benches cannot be too low :^— If, owing to the fmallncfs of the 
lioand, it fliould be difficult to render them low enough ; a proje^ng 
ledge will aafwer the fame puxpoie, and the benchci may be boarded 
at bottom to prevent the hound from creeping under. 

The 
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The reft of the kemid confifts of n^ large court k^iroht, 
which is ^^ biickeci^ halving a grafe^couft a^oihin^ and 
a littk bpook twining thfo* the middle of it. The earth 
that wa$. taken out of it^ i$ thrown up into a n)ount^ 
where tbe hounds in fummcr delight to fit. -This court 
is planted round with trees^ and has befides a lime tree^ 
and- fome horie chefnut* trees near the middle of it, for thtf 
fake of ihade, A high pale inclofes the whole ; ]part of 
which, to the hcighth of about four feet, is clofc ; the 
other open} the ijjterftices are about two inches wide. 
The grafs-court is pitched near the pale, to prevent the 
hounds from fcratching out.— If you cannot guefs the 
intention of the pofts which you fee in the courts^ there is 
fcarcely an inn-window on any road, where the following 
line wiU not let you into the fecrct.— 

*« So'dog^ will p— where dogs have p — *d before.** 

. This is done to fave the trees, to which the urinary falts 
are -prejudicial. If they arc at firft backward in ctoming to 
them, bind fome ftraw round the bottom, and rub it with 

galbanum. The brook in the grals«court may ferve as 

a ftew: your fifh will be very fafe.— • ' 

' E' At 
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At the back of the kennel is a houfe, thatched and 
forzcd up on the (ide8> hig enough to.cootaig at leafl; a 
load of ftraw. Here ihould be a pit ready to receive the 
dung, and a gallows for the flefh.-^The gallows (hould 
have a thatched roof^ and a circular board at the pofts of 
it, to prevent vermin from climbing up. If you can in- 
clofe a piece of ground adjoining to your kennel, for fuch 
dog horfes as may be brought to you alive, it will be of 
great ufe ; as it might be dangerous to turn them out 
where oth^r horfes go i for you m^y not always be able 
to difcoyer their difordcrs. H^fber you may ^\fb bring 
your hounds, after they have been fed, to empty ^bem- 
felves ; here you will have more opportunities of feeing 
them, than in the kennel ; and will be enabled therefore 
to make your draft for the next day, wi?h §rc^cT 
accuracy. 

A STOVB, I believe, is made ufe of in fome kennels i 
but where the feeder is a good one, a mop, propcdyrufed^ 
will render it unneceflary.— I have a little hay-rick* rn 
the grafe-yard, which I think is of uft to keep the hounds 
clean and fine in their coats ; you will find them, fre-? 

quently 
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quently nibbing thcmlelves againft it : The (hade of it 
alfo is ufcfiil to them in lummcn If ticks 'at any time 
ihould be troublefome in your kennel, let the walls of it 
be well wafhed j if that docs not dellroy them, the walls 
fliould then be white-wafhed. 

In the fummer when yoli do not hunt, one keilnel will 
be lufficient; the other then may be fet apart for the 
young hounds, who Ihould alio have the grafs-court ad* 
joining to it. It is beft at that time of the year to keep 
them feparate, and it prevents many accidents which 
otherwife might happen j nor Ihould they be put toge- 
ther till tiie hunting feafon begins*. If your hounds arc 
very quarelfome, the feeder may flcep in a cot, in the 
kerniel adjoining j and if they are well chaftifed at the 
firft quarrel, his voifce will be fufEcient to fettle all their 
differences afterwards f. Clofe to the door of the kennel> 

* The dogs and the bitches muf alio be kept feparate from each 
other, daring the fummer months^ where there are conveniencies for it. 

t in a kenael in Oxfordfhire, the feeder pulls a bell, which the 
hounds underftand the meaning of; it filences them immediately, and 
favcs him the trouble of getting out of his bed. 

E ^ let 
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let there be always a quantity of little fwitches j which 

three narrow boards, nailed to onP of the pofts, will e^fily 

contain.* 

I 

My kennel is clofe to the road-fide, but it was una- 
voidable. This is the reafon why my front pale is clofe, 
and only the fide ones open j it is a great fault : avoid it 
if you can, and your hounds will be the quieten 

Upon looking over my letter, I find, I begin recom- 
mending with Mr, Somervile, a high fituation for the 
kennel, and afterwards talk of a brook running through 
the middle of it j I am afraid that you will not be able 
to unite thefe two advantages ; in which cafe, without 
doubt, water fhould be preferred i The moun? I have 
mentioned, will anfwer all the purpofes of an eminence : 
Befides, there ftwuld be rnoyeable ftages on wheels, for 
the hounds to lie upon ^ at any rate, however, let your 
foil be a dry pjie. 



* When hounds are perfeftly obedient, whips are no longer necef- 
fary ; fwitches, in my opinion, are preferable^ 

You 
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You will think, perhaps, my lodging-rooms higher 
than is neceflary. I know they are confiderably higher 
than is ufual; the intention of which, is, to give more air 
to the hounds ; and I have not the leaft doubt that they 

arc the better for it. 1 will now no longer perfecutfc 

yoi) with this unentertaining fubjeft, but fend you a plan 
from my own kennel, and take my leave of you. u ■ 

P.S. I fend only the ground-plan and elevation, as 
the fize of the outer-court, and grafs-court, are perfectly 
immaterial ; the one fhould not be fmall, and the other 
fhpuld be as large as you can conveniently make it. 



LET- 
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L E T T E R m. 

X BEGIN this letter with affuring you that I have 
done -with the kennel: without doubt, you will think I 
had good need. If I have made even the name frightful 
to you, comfort yourfclf with the thoughts that it wili 
not appear again. 

YouK criticifm on my fwitchcs I think unjuft- You 
tell me felf-defence would of courfe make you take that 
precaution— do you always walk with a whip in your 
hand, or do you really think that a walking-ftick, which 
may be a good thing to knock a dog on the head with,p 
would be equally proper to correfl: him fliould he be too 
familiar ? — ^You forget, however, to put a better fubftitutc 
in the room of them,— 

Yoir delire to know, what kind of hound I would re- 
commend : As you mention not for any particular chace, 
or country^ I underftand you generally s and Ihall anfwerj 

that 
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that I moft approve of hounds of the middle fize. I be- 
Ueve all animals of that defcription are ftrongeft, and befl 
able to endure fatigue. In the height, as well as the 
colour of hounds, moft Iportfmen have their prejudices ; 
but in their Ihape at leaft, I think they muft all agree. 
I know fportfmen, who boldly affirm, that a fmall hound 
will oftentimes beat a large one ; that he will climb hills 
better, and go through cover quicker s«-^whilft others, 
are not lefs ready to aflert, that a large hou«d, will make 
his way in any country, will get better through the dirt, 
than a imall one 1 and that no fence, however high, can 
ftop him.— You have now three opinions j and I advife 
you to adopt that, which fuits your country befl: : There 
is, however, a certain lizej beft adapted for bufinefss 
which I take to be that, between the two extremes ; and 
I will venture to fay, that fuch hounds will not fuffer 
themfelves to be difgraccd, in any country, — Somervile, 
I find, is of die fame opinion.*'-***^^ 

i«« •>*.- -w <* But here a mean 

Obferve, nor the large hounds prefer, of ii^e 
Gigafltick; be in tb« thiciD-wovtn covevt • 
Painfully, tvgf, or in the thorny bralte 1 . 

Tom and embairafs'd bleeds : But if too fmall, 

'■""■'■'■• ■ ■ The 
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Tht pigmy brood in every fiirrow fwims 5 
Moird in the clogging clay, panting they lag 
Behind inglorious ; or clfe fhivering creep 
fienumb^d arid faint beneath the ihelt'ring thorif . 
For hounds of middle fize, aSive ahd ftrongy 
Will better anfwer all thy various ends. 
And crown thy pleafing labours with fuccefs^ 

I perfeftly agree with you, that to look well, they fhoilld 
be all nearly of a fize ; and, I even think, they fhould all 
look of the fame family. — 

•< Facies non omnibus una. 
Nee diverfa tamen, qualem decet eile fororum/' 

If handfome withall, they arc then perfedt With regard 
to their being fizeable, what Somervile fays, is fo much 
in your own way, that I (hall fend it you, — ^ 

<< As fome brave captain, curious and exa£t. 
By his iix'd ftandard forms in equal ranks 
His gay battalion, as otle man they move 
Step after ftep, their fize the fame, their arms ^ 
Far-gleaming, dart the fame united blaze : 
Reviewing generals his merit own ; 
How r^ular ! how juft ! and all his cares 
Are well repaid, if mighty George approve. 
So model thou thy pack, if honour touch 
Thy gen'rotts foul, and the world's juft applaufc. 

There 
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TrtERE arc ncceffary points in the fhape of a hound, 
which ought always to be attended to by a fportfman ; 
for, if he be not of a perfeft fymmctry, he will neither 
run faft, nor bear much work : he has much to undergo, 
and Ihould have ftrength, proportioned to it. — Let his 
legs be ftraight as arrows ; his feet round, and not too 
large; his fhouldcrs back; his breaft rather wide than 
narrow ; his cheft deep ; his back broad ; his head fmall ; 
his neck thin ; his tail thick, and brufhy ; if he carries it 
well, fo much the better : This laft point, however trifling 
it may appear to you, gave rife to a very odd queftion : 
A gentleman (not much acquainted with hounds) as we 
were hunting together the other day, faid : *^ I obfcrve, 
V fir, that fomc of your dogs tails ftand up, and fome 
'* hang down ; pray, which do you reckon the beji bounds ?'* 
—Such young hounds as are out at the elbows, and fuch 
as are weak from the knee to the foot, Ihould never be 
taken into the pack. 

I FIND that I have mentioned a fmall head, as one of 
the ncceffary requifites of a hound ; but you will undcr- 
ftand it as relative to teauty only ; for as to goodne/Sy I be- 

F lievc 
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licvc large-headed hounds arc in no wife inferior. Som-. 
ervile, in his defcription of a perfeft hound, makes no 
mention of the h^ad, leaving the fizc of it to Phidias 
to determine ; he therefore muft have thought it of very 
little confequence. I fend you his words.— 

» , )ni ■■ I . .1 <« Sec there with countenance blythe. 

And with a courtly grin, the fawning hound 

Salutes thee cow'ring, his wide op'ning nofe 

Upwards he curls, and his large iloe* black eyes 

Melt in foft bland ifliments, and humble joy j 

tiis glofiy fkin, or yellow-pied, or blue. 

In lights or Ihades by nature's pencil drawn^ 

Reflects the various tints ; his ears and legs 

Fleckt here and there, in gay cnamel'd pride. 

Rival the fpeckled pard ; his ruih-grown tail 

O'er his broad back bends in an ample arch ; 

On fhoulders clean, upright and firm be ftands ; 

His round cat foot, ftraight hams, and wide-fpread thighs 

And his low-dropping cheft, confefs his fpeed. 

His ftrength, his wind, or on the ftecpy hill| 

Or far extended plain ; in every part 

So well proportioned, that the nicer fkill 

Of Phidias himfelf can't blame thy choice. 

Of fuch compofc thy pack."— — 

The colour, I think of very little confequence ; and am 
of opinion, with our friend Foote, refpeding his negro 

friend 
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friend) that a good dog, like a good candidate, cannot 
be of a bad colour* 

Men arc too apt to be prejudiced by the fort of holind 
they themfelves have been moft accuftomed to* Thofe 
who have been ufed to the iharp-nofed fox-hound^ will 
hardly allow a large-headed hound to he a fox-hound i 
yet they both equally are. — Speed and beauty are the 
chief excellencies of the one j whilft ftoutnefs and tender-^ 
nefs of nofe in hunting*, are charafteriftic of the other* 
I could tell you, that I have feen very good fport with 
very unhandfome packs, confifting of hognds of various 
lizes, differing from one another as niuch in Ihapc and 
look, as in their colour j nor could there be traced the 
kaft fign of confanguinity amongft them: confidered 
feparately, the hounds were good \ as a pack of hounds 
they were not to be commended \ nor would you be fa- 
tisfied with any thing, that looked fo very incomplete.— 
You will find nothing fo eflfential to your fport, as, that 

* II pftroit que la finciFe de Todorat^ dans les chiei^s, depend de la 
grofTeur plus que de la longueur du mufeau. 

BUFFOK. 

P 2 your 
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your hoqnds fhould run well together j nar can this end 
be better attained, than by confining yo\jrfclf, ^ near a$ 
you can to thofe of the fame fort, fize, and fhape. 

A GREAT excellence in a pack of hounds, is the head 
tliey carry -, and that pack may be faid to go the fafteft, 
that can run t^n miles the foqneft i notwithftanding the 
hounds, fcparately, may not run fo faft as many others. 
A pack of hounds, coqfidercd in a coUeftive body, go 
fad in proportion to the excellence of their nofes, and 
the head they carry i as that traveller generally gets 
fooncft to his journey's end, who Hops lead upon the 

road, Some hounds th^t I have hunted with, would 

creep all through the fame hole, tho' they might have 
leapt the hedge, and woujd follow one another in a ftring, 
as true as a team of carf-horfes, — I had rather fee them, 
like the liorfes of the fun, all a-breajl. 

A FRIEND of mine killed thirty-feven brace of foxes in 
one feafon : twenty-nine of the foxes were killed without 
any intermiflion. I muft tell you at the fame time, that 
they were killed with hounds bred from a pack of harriers j 

nor 
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nor had they, I believe, a fingle Ikirter belonging to them. 
There is ^ pack now in my neighbourhood, of all forts 
and fizes, which feldom mifs a fox i when they run, there 
is a long ftring of them, and every fault is hit off by an 
old fouthern hound. However, out of the laft eighteen 
foxes they hunted, they killed feventeen ; and I have no 
doubt, that as they become more complete, more foxes 
will efcape from them. Packs which are compoied of 
hounds of various kinds, feldom run well together, nor 
do their tongues harmonize ; yet they generally, I think, 
kill moil foxes. But I muft confefs, chat unlefs I like 
their ftile of killing them, whatever may be their fuccefs, 
1 cannot be completely fatisfied. I once afked the famous 
Will Crane, how his hounds behaved—" very welly Jiry' 
he.reply*di ^^ they never come to a faulty but they Jf read 
like a Jky-rocket.'* — Thus it Ihould always be. 

A FAMOUS fportfman afked a gentleman what he 
thought of his hounds — " Your pack is compofed, fir," 
faid he, ** of dogs which any other man would hang j— 
" they arc all ^/r/^^."— This was taken as a compliment. 
—However, think not that I recommend it to you as 

fuchi 
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fuch 5 for though I am a great advocate for ftylc, in the 
killing of a fox, I never forgive a profeffed (kirtcr : where 
game is in plenty, they are always changing, and are the 
lofs of more foxes than they kill. 

You aflc me, how many hounds you ought to keep ? 
It is a qucftion not eafy to anfwer — from twenty to thirty 
couple, are as many, I think, as you fhould ever take 
into the field. The propriety of any number muft de- 
pend upon the ftrength of your pack, and the country in 
which you are to hunt : The quantity of hounds necclTary, 
to furnifh that number for a whole feafon, muft alfo de- 
pend OQ the country wb^e you hunt j as fome countries 
lame hounds more than others. The taking out too 
many hounds, Mr. Somervilc very properly calls an ufclefs 
incumbrance. It is not fo material what the number is, as 
it is that all your hounds fhould be fteady, and as nearly 
as poflible of equal ijpced. 

When packs are very large, the hounds are ieldom 
fufficiently hunted, to be good. Few people chooie to 
hunt every days and if they did^ it is not likely the wea- 
ther 
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ther in winter, would give them leave. You would al- 
ways be obliged therefore, either to take out a very large 
p^cky or a great number of hounds muftbe left behind : 
in the ftrft cafe, too many hounds in the field would pro- 
bably fpoil your fport ; in the fecond, hounds that remain 
long without work, always get out of wind, and often- 
times become riotous. About forty couple, I think, will 
beft anfwer your purpofc. Forty couple of hunting 
hounds will enable you to hunt three, or even four times 
in a week ; and I will venture to fay, will kill more foxes, 
than a greater number. Hounds, to be good, muft be 
kept conftantly hunted ; and if I fhould hereafter fay, a 
fox-hound fhould be above his work, it will not be a 
young fox-hound I fliall mean ; for he Ihould feldom be 
left at home, as long as he is able to hunt : The old and 
lame j and fuch as are low in flelh, you fhould leave j 
and fuch as you are fure, idlenefs cannot fpoil. 

It is a great fault to keep too many old hounds:— If 
you choofe that your hounds fhould run well together, 
you fhould not continue any^ longer than five, or fix fea- 
fonsi though there is no faying, with certainty, what 

number 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



40 THOUGHTS UPON 

number of feafons a hound will laft. Like us, fomc of 
them have better conftitutions, than others, and confe- 
quently will bear more work ; and the duration of all 
bodies, depends as much on the ufagc that they meet 
with, as on the materials of which they are made. 

You alk, whether you had not better buy a complete 
pack at once, than be at the trouble of breeding one ? 
Certainly you had, if fuch an opportunity (hould offer. 
It fometimes happens, that hounds are to be bought for 
lefs money than you could breed them. The gentleman, 
to whom my houfc formerly belonged, had a moft famous 
pack of fox-hounds. His goods, &c. were appraifed and 
fold i which, when the appraifer had done, he was put in 
mind of the hounds. — *' Well, gentlemen," faid he, " what 
" fliall I appraife ibem at? a Jhilling a-piece?—^^ Oh! it 
" is too little !" — '* Is it fo," faid the appraifer i " why 
'* it is more than I would give for tbetn^ I ajfure you.'' 

Hounds arc not bought fo cheap, at ^atterfalVs. 



LET- 
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LETTER IV. 



I 



AM glad that you do not difapprove the advantage 
I have made of my friend Sonwrvile. I was doubtful 
whether you would not hav^ abufed me for it> and have 
compared me to fome of thofe would-be fine gentlemen, 
who, to cut a figure, tack an embroidered edging on their 
coarfe cloth. — I (hall be cautious, however, of abufing 
your indulgence, and ihall not quote my poet oftener 
than is neceflary ; but where we think the fame thing, 
you had better take it in his words, than mine* — I fhall 
now proceed to the feeding of hounds s and management 
of them in the kennel. 

A GOOD feeder is an eflential part of your eftablifh- 
ment.— Let him be young and aftive ; and have the re- 
puution at lead, of not difliking work:* he fliould be 
good-tempered, for the fake of the animals cntrufted to 
his care \ and who, however they may be treated by him, 

G cannot 
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cannot complain. He fliould be one who will ftri&ly 
obey any orders that you may give -, as well with regard 
to the management^ as to the breeding of the hounds; 
and ihould not be folely under the direction of your 
huntfman. It is true I have feen it otherwife :•»! have 
known a pack of hounds belong, as it were, entirely to 
the huntfman—a ftable of horfes belong to the groom— 
whilft the mafter had little more power in the direftion 
of either, than a perfect ftranger. — ^This you will not 
fuffcr. I know you choofe to keep the fupreme command 
in your own hands ; and though you permit your fenrants 
to remonftrate, you do not fuffcr them to difobey.— He 
who allows a huntfman to manage his hounds without 
controul, literally keeps them for the huntfman's amufe- 
ment.— — You defire to know what is required of a 
feeder i— I will tell you as well as I can. 

As our fport depends entirely on that exquifite fenfe of 
fmelling, fo peculiar to the hound ; care mull be taken to 
preferve it : and cleanlinefs is the fureft means. The 
keeping your kennel Jkveef and ^lean, cannot therefore be 
too much recommended to the feeder^ nor ihould you on 

any 
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any accoujiC> admit the Icaft deviation from it« If he fees 
yw cxa&, he will be (b himielf.«— Tbii is a rety efleatial 
part of his bufine6.-«— The boUing fi>r the hounds i 
Q^ing of the meat » and getting it ready for them«4U^ 
proper hours, your huntfman will of courfe take care of s 
nor is it ever likdy to be forgottot. I muft caution yo« 
not to let your dogs have their meat too hot } for I have 
known it have bad confequences ; you (bould alfo order 
it to be mixed up as thick as poffible»~>Wben the feeder 
has cleaned his kennel in the morning, and prepared his 
meat, it is ufual for him on hunting-days, (in an eftablifh- 
ment like yours) to exercife the horfes of the huntlman 
and whipper-in j and in many ftables it is alfo the feeder 
who looks after the huntfman's horfe when he comes in 
from hunting; whilft the huntfman feeds the hounds. 
When the hounds are not out, the huntfman, and whip- 
per-in, of courfe, will exercife their own horfes j and 
that day, the feeder has little elfe to mind, but the clean- 
ing of his kennel. Every poflible contrivance has been 
attended to in the plan I fcnt you, to make that part of 
his work ealy; all the courts, except the grafs-court, 
being bricked, and flopcd on purpofe. There is alfo 

G 2 plenty 
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plenty of water^ without any trouble in fetching it ; and 
a thorough air throughout the kennels, to aflift in drying, 
them again. — Should you choofe to increafe your number 
of^ervants in the ftable, in that caie, the bufinefs of the 
feeder may be confined entirely to the kenneL — ^Therc 
fliould be always two to feed hounds properly $ the feeder 
and the huntfman. 

SoMBRViLE ftrongly recommends cleanlinefs in the fol- 
lowing lines.— 

" O'er all let cleanlinefs prcfide, no fcraps 
Beftrew the pavement, and no half-pick'd bones. 
To kindle fierce debate, or to difguft 
That nicer fenfe, on which the fportfinan's hope. 
And all his future triumphs muft depend. 
Soon as the growling pack with eager joy 
Have lapp'd their fmoaking viands, morn or eve. 
From the full ciftern lead the duftile ftreams. 
To wafh thy court well-pav'd, nor fpare thy pains. 
For much to health will cleanlinefs avail. 
Seek'ft thou for hounds to climb the rocky fteep. 
And brufh th'entangled covert, whofe nice fcent 
O'er greafy fallows, and frequented roads 
Can pick the dubious way ? Banifh far off 
Each noifome ftench, let no offenfive fmell 
Invade thy wide inclofure, but admit 
The nitrous air, and purifying breeze." 

So 
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So pcrfcftly right is the poet in this^ thxt if yon can 
make your kennel a vific every day> your hounds j^xM 
be the better for it. When I have been long abfent 
from mine, I have always perceived a difference in their 
looks. I fhall now take notice of that part of the 
management of hounds in the kennel^ which concerns 
the huntfman^ as well as the feeder. — ^Your huntfman 
muft always attend the feeding of the hounds^ which 
ihould be drafted, according to the condition they are in. 
In all packs> fome hounds will feed better than others ; 
fome there are that will do with lefs meat j and it re- 
quires a nice eye, and great attention, to keep them all 
in equal flefh : — it is what diftinguifhes a good kennel-* 

huntfman, and has its merit. It is feldom, I think, 

that huntlmen give this particular all the attention it 
deferves : they feed their hounds in too great a hurry ; 
and not often, I believe, take the trouble of cafting their 
eye over them, before they begin : and yet, to diftinguifh, 
with any nicety, the order a pack of hounds are in, 
and the different degrees of it, is furely no eafy tafk ; 
and to be done well, requires no fmall degree of circum- 
ipeftion : You had better not expeft your huntfman to 

be 
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be very exaA i where precifion is required^ he will moft 
probably fail. 

Whin I am prefent myfelf^ I make feveral drafts* 
When my huatfinan feeds them^ he calls them all oftt 
by their names, letting in each hound as he is called : it 
has its ufe-— it ufes them to their nan>es, and teaches them 
to be obedient. Were it not for thi£> I Ihould difapprove 
of it entirely i flnce it certainly requires nH>re coolnefi 
and deliberation, to diftinguiih with precifion which are 
beft entitled to precedence, than this method of feeding 
will admit of ^ and unlefs flefh is in great plenty, thofe 
that are called in laft, may not have a tafte of it. To 
prevent this inconvenience, fuch as are low in flelh, had 
better be all drafted oflF into a feparate kennel * -, by this 
means, the hounds that require Jle/b, will all have a fliarc 
of it. If any are much poorer than the reft, they fliould 

* By thus feparating from the reft^ fuch as be poor ; you will pro- 
ceed to the feeding of your hounds, with more accuracy, and lefs trou- 
ble ; and tho' they be at firft drafted off, in the manner above def- 
cribed, it is ftill meant that they ihould be let in to feed^ one by one^ 
as they anfwer to their names ; or elfe, as it will frequently happen^ 
they may be better fed^ than taught. 

be 
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be fed again—- fuch hounds cannot be fed too often. If 
any in the pack be too fat> tbey fhould be drafted offj and 
not fuflfered to fill themfelvcs. The others Ihould eat 
what they will of the meat. The days my hounds have 
greens or fulphur^ they generally are let in all together ; 
and fuch as require flejbi have it given to them afterwards. 
-—Having a good kennel-huntfman^ it i^ not often that 
I take this trouble ; yet I feldom go into nny kennel, but 
I indulge myfelf in the pleafure of feeing food given to 
fuch hounds, as appear to me to be in want of it. I have 
been told that in one kennel in particular, the hounds 
are under fuch excellent management, that they conftantly 
are fed with the door of the feeding-yard open 5 and the 
rough nature of the fox-hound is changed into fo much 
politenefs, that he waits at the door, till he is invited in ^ 
and what perhaps is not lefs extraordinary, he comes out 
again, whether he has fatisficd his hunger or not, the mo- 
ment he is defired— the eflFeft of difcipline. However, 
as this is not abfolutely neceifary, and hounds may 
be good without it ; and as I well know your other amufe- 
ments will not permit you to attend to all this ma- 
noeuvring ; I would by no means wilh you to give fuch 

power 
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power to your huntfinan. The bufiaefs would be injudi- 
cioufly done, and moft probably would not anfwcr your 
expeftations.-— The hound would be tormented tnal-a-pror 
pos I — an animal fo little deferring of it from our hand^ 
that I ihould be forry to difturb his l^ours of repofe by 
unneceflary feverity. You will perceive it is a nice affair i 
and I alTure you I know no huntfman who is equal to it. 
The gentleman who has carried this mairter to its utmoil 
perfeftion, has attended to it regularly himfelf j has con- 
ftantly afted on fixed principles, from which he has never 
deviated i and I believe has fuccceded to the very utmoil 

of his wilhes. AH hounds, (and more efpecially young 

ones) fhould be called over often in the kennel * 5 and 
moft huntfmen praftice this leflbn, as they feed their 
hounds. — ^They flog them while they feed them — and if 
they have not always a belly-full one way, they feldom 
fail to have it the other f. It is not, however, my 

intention 

* There is no better method of teaching a hound obedience ; when 
you call him, he ihould approach you ; and when you touch him with 
your flick, he fhould follow you any where. 

t '* Thus we find, eat or not eat, work or play, whipping is always 
in fcafon.*' (vide Monthly Review) The critic treats this paflage 

with 
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intention to oppofe fo general a praftice, in which there 
may be fome utility ; 1 fhall only obrerve, that it Ihould 
be ufed with difcretion ; left the whip fhould fall heavily 
in the kennel on fuch as never deferve it in the field. 

My hounds are generally fed about eleven o'clock; 
and if I am prefeiit myfelf, I t^kc the fame opportunity 
to make my draft for the next day's hunting. 1 feldom, 
when I can help it, leave this to my huntfitian ; tho* it 
is neccffary he fhould be prefent when the draft is made, 
that he may know what hounds he has out. 

It is a bad cuftom to ufe hounds to the boiling-houfe, 
as it is apt to make them nice, and may prevent them 

^reat ieverity. He wOuld have fpared it^ without doubt, had he un- 
derwood that it was introduced by the author, on purpofe to correct 
the abufe of kennel difcipline. Unacquainted, as the reviewer feems 
to be with the Aibjedl, it is no wonder that he fhould miilake a meaning, 
perhaps rather unfairly ftated by the author, in favour of that hu- 
manity, he is fo much fuppofed to want. — Hounds are called in to 
feed, one by one, and fuch only are corredled, as come uncalled for : 
Nor b corre^ion unjuft, fo long as it fhall fall on the difobedient 
only. Obedience is an ufeful lefTon, and tho* it cannot be fradi/ed 
too often, it fhould be taught them at a more idle time. 

H from 
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from ever eating the kennel-meat. What they have, 
fliould always be grven them in the feeding-yard, and 
for the fame reafon, though it be flelh, it (hould have 
fome meal mixed with it. 

If your hounds be low in flelh, and have far to go to 
cover, they may all have a little thin lap again in the 
evening j but this fhould never be done if you hunt early*. 
Hounds, I think, fliould be fliarp-fet before hunting; 
they run the better for it. 

If many of your hounds after long reft fliould be too 
fatfj by feeding them for a day or two on thinner meat 
than you give the others, it will be found, I believe, to 
anfwer better, than the ufual method of giving them the 
fame meat, and ftinting them in the quantity of it. 

♦ Hounds that are tender feeders cannot be fed too late, or with 
meat too good. 

f Hounds that reil, (hould not be fuffercd to become fat.— It would 
be accounting very badly for the fatnefs of a hound, to fay he is fat, 
bccaufe he has not worked lately, fince he ought to have been kept 
lower on that account.— 

If 
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If your hounds be not walked out, they (hould be 
turned into the grafs-court to empty themfelves after they 
have been fed, it will contribute not a little to the 
cleanlinefs of the kenneh 

I have heard that it is a cuftom in fome kennels, to 
Ihut up the hounds for a couple of hours after they come 
in from hunting, before they are fed ; and that other 
hounds are Ihut up with them, to lick them clean*. — A^ 
ufual way is to fend on a whipper-in before them, that 
the meat may be got ready againft they come, and they 
are fed immediately ': having filled their bellies, they are 
naturally inclined to reft. — If they have had a fevere day, 
they are fed again fome hours after. As to the method 
above-mentioned, it may be more convenient perhaps, 
to have the hounds all together : but I cannot think it 
neceflary, for the reafon that is given ; and I fhould ap- 
prehend a parcel of idle hounds fliut up amongft fuch as 
are tired and inclined to reft, would difturb them more 

* If hounds be ihat up^ as foon as they come in from hunting, they 
will not readily leave the benches afterwards ; for if they be much 
fatigued, they will prefer reft to food. 

H 2 than 
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than all their licking would make them amends for. 
When you feed them twice, they had better be put all to- 
gether after the fecond feeding, than the firft. 

Every day, when hounds come in from hunting, they 
ought to be carefully looked over, and invalids fhould 
immediately be taken care of. Such as have fore feet, 
fhould have them well wafhed out with brine, or pot 
liquor. If you permit thofc hounds that are unable to 
work, to run about your hpufe, it will be of great fervicc 
to them. Such as are ill or lame, ought to be turned 
out into another kennel i it will be more eafy to give them 
tberey the attention they ms^y require, both as to medicine, 
and food. 

Every Thurfday during the hunting-feafon, my hounds 
have one pound of fulphur given them in their meat ; and 
every Sunday throughout the year, they have plenty of 
greens boiled up with it: I find i? better to fix the days, 
as it is then lefs liable to be forgotten. — I ufed to give 
them the walh from the kitchen, but I found it made 
them thirfty, and it is now omitted in the hunting-feafon. 

— ^A horfc 
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—A horfe frefh killed, is an excellent meal for hounds 
after a very hard day ; but they Ihould not hunt till the 
the third day after it. — The bones broken, arc good food 
for poor hounds, as there Is great proof in them, — Sheep's 
trotters are very fweet food, and will be of fervice when 
horfe-fleih is not to be had,— Bullocks bellies may be 
alfo of fome ufe if you can get nothing elfe. — Oatmeal, 
I believe, makes the bed meat for hounds ; barley, is 
certainly the cheapeft; and in many kennels they give 
barley on that ^ccoupt; but it is heating, does not mix 
up fo well, nor is there ne^r fo much proof in it, as in 
oatmeal. If mixed, an equal quantity of *cach, it will 
then do very well, but barley alone will not.— Much alfo 
depends on the goodnefs of the meal itfelf, which, I be- 
lieve, is not often attended to. If you do not ufe your 
own, you fhould buy a large quantity of it any time be- 
fore harveft, and keep it by you.— there is no other cer- 
tainty, I believe, of having it old-, which is more mate- 
rial than, perhaps, you are aware of, I have heard that 
a famous Chefliire huntfman feeds his hounds with wheat ; 
which he has found to be the bed food. He gives it 
them with the bran— it would, I believe, caufe no little 

diftur. 
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difturbancc in many neighbourhoods, if other fportfmen 
were to do the fame. 

I AM not fond of bleeding hounds, unlefs they want it^ 
though it has long been a cuftom in my kennel to fbyjic 
them twice a year ; after they leave off hunting, and be- 
fore they begin. It is given in hot weather, and at an 
idle time. It cools their bodies, and without doubt is of 
fervice to them. If a hound be in want of phyfic, I pre- 
fer giving it in balls*. It is more eafy to give in this 
manner the quantity he may want, and you are more cer- 
tain that he takes it. In many kennels, I believe, they 
alfo bleed them twice a year, and fome people think that 
it prevents madnefs. — The anointing of hounds, or 
dreffing them, as huntfmen call it, makes them fine in 
their coats : It may be done twice a year^ or oftner, if 
you find it neceflary. As I Ihall hereafter have occafion 
to write on the difeafes of hounds, and their cures, I 
will fend you at the fame time a receipt for this purpofe. 

* One pound of Antimony— four ounces of fnlphur, and firrup of 
buckthorn q. f, to give it the confiftency of a ball. Each ball 
weighs about (even drachms. 

During 
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During the fummer months when my hounds do not hunt, 
they have feldom any flefh allowed them ; and are kept 
low, contrary, I believe, to the ufual praftice of moft 
kennels, where mangey hounds in fummer, are but too 
often feen. Huntfmen fometimes content themfelvcs 
with checking this diforder, when with Jefs trouble per- 
haps they might prevent it. A regular courfe of whey 
and vegetables during the hot months muft certainly be 
wholefome, and is without doubt, the caufe that a mangey 
hound is an unufual fight in my kennel. Every Monday 
and Thurfday my hounds go for whey till the hunting- 
feafon begins ; are kept out fcveral hours, and are often 
made to fwim through rivers during the hot weather. 
After the laft phyfic, and before they begin to hunt, 
they are exercifed on the turnpike road to harden their 
feet, which are wafhed with ftrong brine, as foon as they 
come in. — Little ftraw is neceflary during the fummer; 
but when they hunt they cannot have too much, or have 
it changed too often.-»-In many kennels they don't boil 
for the hounds in fummer, but give them meal only ; 
in mine it is always boiled j but with this difference, that 
it is mixed up thin, inftead of thick. — Many give Ipurge- 

laurel 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



56 THOUGHTS UPON 

laurel in fummcr, boiled up in their meat ; as I never 
ufe it, I cannot recommend it. — The phyfic I give is two 
pounds of fulphur, one pound of antimony> and a pint 
and a-half of fyrrup of buckthorn^ for about forty couple 
of hounds*.— In the winter feafon, let your hounds be 
ihut up warm at nights If any hounds after hunting be 
miffing, the ftraw-houfe door fhould be left open j and 
if they have had a hard day, it may be as well to leave 
fome meat there for them, 

I HAVE enquired of my feeder, who is a good one, 
(and has had more experience in thefe matters than any 
one you perhaps may get) how he mixes up his meat* 
He tells me, that in his opinion, oatmeal and barley 
mixt, an equal quantity of each, make the beft meat 
for hounds. The oatmeal he boils for half an hour, and 
then puts out the fire, puts the barley into the copper, 
and mixes both together. 1 afked him why he boiled one 
and not the other — he told me, boiling, which made 
oatmeal thick, made barley thin j and that when you feed 

• Vide page 54, where it is recommended that fuch hounds as re- 
quire phyfic, fhould be phyficed feparately. 

with 
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with barley only, it fhould not be put into the copper, 
but be fcalded with the liquor, and mixed up in a bucket. 
I find there is in my kennel a large tub on purpofe, which 
contains about half a hogfliead. 

You little think, perhaps, how difficult it is to be a 
good kennel-huntfman, nor can you, as yet, know the 
nicety that is required to feed hounds properly. You are 
not aware that fome hounds will hunt beft when fed late j 
others when fed early : that fome Ihould have but little ; 
that others cannot have too much : — however, if your 
huntfman obferve the rules I have here laid down, his 
hounds will not do much amifs ; but Ihould you at any 
time wilh to rencherir upon the matter, and feed each 
particular hound fo as to make the mod of him, you 
muft learn it of a gentleman in Leiceftcrfhire, to whom 
the noble fcience of fox hunting is more beholden than 
to any other. I Ihall myfelf fay nothing further on the 
fubjefti for as your huntfman will not have the fenfe of 
the gentleman I allude to, nor you perhaps his patience, 
an eafier method I know will fuit you beft. I Ihall only 
advife you, while you endeavour to keep your hounds in 

I good 
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good order, not to let them become too fat : It will be 
impoffible for them to run if they be. — A fat alderman 
would cut a mighty ridiculous figure were he inclined 
to run a race. 



LET- 
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LETTER. V* 

X HERE is an active vanity in the minds of men> 
which is favourable to improvement, and in every purfuic 
while fomething remains to be attained, fo long will it 
afford us amufement ; you therefore will find great plea- 
fure in the breeding of hounds, and it is on the faga- 
cious management of this bufinefs that all your fuccefs 
will depend. Is it not extraordinary, that no other country 
fhould equal us in this particular; and that the very 
hounds procured from hence, fhould degenerate in 
another climate ? 

<< In thee alotie, hit land of liberty ! 
Is bred the perfed hound, in fcent and fpeed 
As yet unrivalPd, while in other climes 
Their virtue fails, a weak degenerate race/* 

SOMBRVILE. 

Happy climate for fportfmen ! where nature feems as it 
were to give them an cxclufive privilege of enjoying this 

I 2 diverfion. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



6o THOUGHTS UPON 

diverfion. To prefcrve, however, this advantage, care 
fhould be taken in the breed ; I fhall therefore, according 
to your dcfire, fend you fuch rules as I obferve myfelf. 
— Confider thefize, ftiape, colour, conftitution, and natu- 
ral difpofition of the dog you breed from, as well as the 
finenefs of his nofe, his ftoutnefs, and method of hunting. 
On no account breed from one that is not Jloul, that is 
not tender-no/edy or that is cither a babbler* ^ or 2^ Jkirter. 

*' Obferve with care his (hapc, fort, colour, fize. 
Nor will fagacious huntfmen Icfs regard 
His inward habits ; the vain babbler fhun, 
Ever loquacious, ever in the wrong. 
His foolifh offspring (hall offend thy ears 
With falfe alarms, and loud impertinence. 
Nor Icfs the fhifting cur avoid, that breaks 
Illufive from the pack ; to the next hedge 
Devious he ftrays, there cv'ry mufe he tries. 
If haply then he crofs the ftreaming fcent. 
Away he flics vain-glorious ; and exults 
As of the pack fupreme, and in his fpeed 
And flrength unrivall'd. Lo ! caft far behind 
His vcx'd afibciates pant, and laboring ftrain 

• Babbling is one of the worfe faults that a hound can be guilty of, 
it is conftantly increafing, and is alfo catching. This fault, like many 
others, will fometimes run in the bfood. 

To 
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To climb the fteep afcent. Soon as they reach 
Th' infultisig boafler» his falfe courage fails. 
Behind he lags, doom'd to the fatal noofc. 
His mafter's hate, and fcorn of all the field. 
What can from fuch be hop'd, but a bafe brood 
Of coward curs, a frantic, vagrant race f " 

SOMSRV. 

It is the judicious crofs that makes the pack complete*. 
The faults and imperfeftions in one breed, may be refti- 
ficd from another ; and if this be properly attended to, 
I fee no reafon why the breeding of hounds may not im- 
prove, till improvement can go no further. If you find 
a crofs hit, purfue it. — Never put an old dog to an old 
bitch. — Be careful that they be healthy which you breed 
from; or you are not likely to have a healthy ofF- 
Ipring.— Should a favourite dog (kirt a little, put him to 
a thorough line-hunting bitch, and fuch a crofs may fuc- 

* I have feen fox-hounds that were bred out of a Newfoundland 
bitch, and a fox-hound dog. They are monftroudy ugly ;— are faid 
to give their tongues fparingly> and to tire fbon. The experiment 
hf s not fuccecded ; — the crofs moft likely to be of fervice to a fox- 
hound, is the beagle. I am well convinced that a handfotne, bony* 
tender-nofedy flout beagle woald, occafionally, be no improper crofi 
for a high-bred pack of fox-hounds. 

ceed. 
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ceed. My objcdlion to the breeding from fuch a hound 
is, that as (kirting is what moft fox-hounds acquire from 
praftice, it had better not be made natural to them. A 
very famous fportfman has told me, that he frequently 
breeds from brothers and fifters : — As I Ihould be very 
unwilling to urge any thing in oppofition to fuch authority, 
you had better try it ; and if it fucceed in hounds, it is 
more I believe than it ufually does in other animals.— A 
famous cocker affured a friend o( mine, that the third 
generation, (which he called a nick) he had found to fuc- 
ceed very well, but no nearer : As I have neither tryed 
one nor the other, I cannot fpeak with any certainty about 
them. 

Give particular orders to your feeder, to watch over 
the bitches with a cautious eye, and feparate fuch as are 
going to be proud, before it be too late. The advances 
they make frequently portend mifchief as well as lovej 
and, if not prevented in time, will not fail to fet the 
whole kennel together by the cars, and may occalion the 
death of your beft dogs : care only can prevent it. — 

" ^ark 
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M Mark well the wanton females of thjr pack. 

That curl their taper tails, and frifking court 

Their pjrebald mates enamoured ; their red eyes 

Flaih fires impure ; nor reft, nor food they take. 

Goaded by furious love. In fep'rate cells 

Confine them now, left bloody civil wars 

Annoy thy peaceful flate. ^ Somervile. 



I have known huntfmcn pcrfeftly ignorant of the breed 
of their hounds, from inattention in this particular; and 
I have alfo known many good dogs fall a facrifice to it. 

The earlier in the year you breed, the better : January, 
February, and March, are the beft months. Late pup- 
pies feldom thrive ; if you have any fuch, put them to 
the beft walks.— When the bitches begin to get big, let 
them not hunt any more : it proves frequently fatal to 
(he puppies ; fometimes to the bitch herfelf ; nor is it fafe 
for them to remain much longer in the kennel. — If one 
bitch have many puppies, more than (he can well rear, you 
may put fomc of them to another bitch -, or if you def- 
troy any of them, you may keep the beft coloured. They 
ibmetimes will have an extraordinary number j— I have 
known an inftance of one having fifteen : and a friend of 

mine> 
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mine, whofe veracity I cannot doubt, has affured me that 
a hound in his pack brought forth fixteen, all alive. 
When you breed from a very favourite fort, and can have 
another bitch warded at the fame time, it will have this 
advantage, it will enable you to fave all the puppies.— 
Give particular orders, that the bitches be well fed with 
flefh ; they ftiould alfo have plenty of milk, nor fhould 
the puppies be taken from them till they are able to take 
care of themfelves : They will foon learn to lap milk, 
wliich will relieve the mother. — The bitches, when their 
puppies are taken away from them, ftiould be phyficked -, 
they fliould have three purging balls given them, one 
every other morning, and plenty of whey the inter- 
mediate day. If a bitch bring only one or two puppies, 
and you have another bitch that will take them; by 
putting the puppies to her, the former will be foon fit to 
hunt again ; flie fliould, however, be phyficked firft i and 
if her dugs be anointed with brandy and water, it will 

alfo be of fervice. The diflemper makes dreadful 

havoc with whelps at their walks j greatly owing, I be- 
lieve, to the little care that is taken of them there. I 
am in doubt whether it might not be better to breed them 

up 
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up yourfclf, and have a kennel on purpofc. You have a 
large orchard paled in, which would fuit them exaftlyj 
and what elfe is wanted might eafily be obtained. There 
is, however, an objection that perhaps may ftrikc you :— • 
If the diftemper once get amongil them, they muft all 
have it j yet notwithftanding that^ as they will be con- 
stantly well fed, and will lie warm, I am confident it 
would be the faving of many lives. If you fliould adopt 
this method, you muft remember to ufe them early to go 
in couples ; and when they become of a proper age, they 
muft be walked out often : for ftiould they remain con- 
fined, they would neither have the (hape, health, or un- 
dcrflanding, which they ought to have. When I kept 
harriers, I bred up fome of the puppies at a diftant ken- 
nel i but having no fervants there to exercife them pro- 
perly, I found them much inferior to fuch of their bre- 
thren, as had the luck to furvive the many difficulties, 
and dangers they had undergone at their walks j thefe 
were afterwards equal to any thing, and afraid of nothing 5 
whilft thofe that had been nurfed with fo much care, were 
weakly, and timid, and had every difadvantage attending 
private education. 

K I HAVE 
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I HAr£ often heard as an ^Kcufe for hounds not hunting 

a cold fccnU that they were /^ high ired 1 confefs, 

I know not what that means: but this I know^ that hounds 
are frequcfltly to^ ill^ired to be of any fervice.— . — It is 
judgoaent in the breeder, and patience afterwards in the 
huotfiDao* xhat make them hunt. 

Young hounds are commonly named when firft put 
out, and fometimes indeed ridiculoufly enough ; nor is it 
eafy, when you breed many, to find fui table or harmonious 
names for all ; particularly, as it is ufual to name all the 
whelps of one Utter, with the feme letter, which (to be 
fyftematically done) fhould al£> be the initial letter of the 
dog that got them, or the bitch that bred them. A baronet 
of my acquaintance, a literal obferver of the above rule, 
lent three young hounds of one litter to a friend, all their 
names beginning, as he /aid with the letter G^^GowUr, 
Govialy and Galloper. 

It is indeed of little confequence what huntfmen call 
their hounds \ yet if you diflike an unmeaning name, 
would it not be as well to leave the naming of them till 

they 
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they are brought home ? They fbon learn their nttnes> 
and a ihorter liSt would do.— Damons and Delias would 
not then be neceflaryi nor need the facred names of 
Titus and Trajan be thus degraded. It is true there are 
many odd names which cuftom authorifes i yet I cannot 
think, becaule fome drunken fellow or other, has chrif- 
tened his dog Tiplcr, or Tapfter, that there is the leaft 
reafon to follow the example* Pipers and Fiddlers, for 
the fake of their mufic, we will not objeft to j but Tiplcrs 
and Tapfters your kennel will be much better without. 

However extraordinary you may think it, I can aiUire 
you I have myfelf feen a wbi^^ Gipfey, a gniy Ruby, a 
dark Snowball, and a Blueman of any colour but l^lu^. 
The huntfman of a friend of mine being afked the name 
of a young hound, faid, " it was Lyman/* *^ Lyman ! " 
faid his mafter, " why James, what does Lyman mean ? " 
" Lord, fir ! '* replied James, " what does a)ry thing mean? *' 
—•A farmer, who bred up two couple of hounds for me, 
whofc names were Merryman, and Mcrrylafs ; Ferryman, 
and Furious j upon my enquiring after them, gave this 
account :—— Merryman and Merrylafs are both dead; 

K 2 but 
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but ^' Ferryman, fir, is a fine dog, and fo is FerrylafsJ'* 
Madam, an ufijal name among hounds, is often, I believe, 
very difi-efpedfuUy treated : I had an inftance of it the 
other day in my own huntfman, who after having rated 
Madam a great deal to no purpofe (who, to confefs the 
truth, was much given to do otherwife than fhe fliould) 
flew into a violent paflion, and hallooed out as loud as 
he could — Madam, you d — d bitch ! 

As you defire a lift of names, I will fend you one/ 
I have endeavoured to clafs them according to their dif- 
ferent genders j but you will perceive fome names may 
be ufed indifcriminately for either. It is not ufual, I be- 
lieve, to call a pointer Ringwood, or a greyhound Har- 
mony i and fuch names as are expreffive of fpeed, ftrength, 
courage, or other natural qualities in a hound, I think 
moft applicable to them* Damons and Delias I have left 
out J the bold Thunder and the brifk Lightning, if you 
pleafe, may fupply their places j unlefs you prefer the 
method of the gentleman I told you of, who intends 
naming his hounds from the p — ge ; and, I fuppofe, he at 

the fame time will not be unmindful of the p — y c rs. 

If 
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If you mark the whelps in the fide, (which is called 
branding them) when they are firft put out, (or perhaps 
it may be better done after they have been out fome time,) 
it may prevent their being ftolen. 

When young hounds are firft taken in, they fhould be 
kept feparate from the pack ; and as it will happen at 
a time of the year, when there is little or no hunting, you 
may eafily give them up one of the kennels, and grafs- 
court adjoining. Their play ends frequently in a battle ; 
it therefore is lefs dangerous, where all are equally 
matched. What Somervile fays on this fubjeft is exceed- 
ingly beautiful.— 

*« But here with watchful and obfervant eye. 
Attend their frolicks, which too often end 
In bloody broils and death. High o'er thy head 
Wave thy refounding whip, and with a voice 
Fierce-menacing o'er-rule the ftern debate. 
And quench their kindling rage j for oft in fport 
Begun, combat enfues, growling they fnarl. 
Then on their haunches rear'd, rampant they feizc 
Each other's throats, with teeth, and claws, in gore 
Befmear'd, they wound, they tear, 'till on the ground. 
Panting, half dead the conquer'd champion lies : 
Then fudden all the bafe ignoble crowd 
Loud-clam'ring fcize the helplefe worried wretch. 

And 
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And thirfting for his Mood, drag diff 'rent ways 
His mangled carcafs on th'enfanguin'd plain. 
O brcafts of pity void ! t'opprefs the weak. 
To point your vengeance at the friendlefs heady 
And with one mutual cry infult the faU'ri ! 
Emblem too juft of man's degen'rate race." 

If you find that they take a diflike to any particular 
houndj the fafeft way will be to remove him ; or it is 
probable they will kill him at laft. When a feeder hears 
the hounds quarrel in the kennel, he halloos to them to 
ftop them. He then goes in amongft them, and flogs 
every hound he can come near.— How much more rea- 
fonable as well as more efficacious would it be, were he 
to fee which were the combatants, before he fpeaks to 
them. Punifhment would then fall as it ought, on the 
guilty only. In all packs there are fome hounds more 
quarelfome than the reft ; and it is to them we owe all 
the mifchief that is done. If you find chaftifement can- 
not quiet them, it may be prudent to break their holders j 
for fince they are not necefTary to them for the meat they 
have to eat, they are not likely to ferve them in any good 
purpofe. 

You NO hounds ought to be fed twice a day, as they 
fcldom take kindly at firft to the kennel-meat, and the 

diftemper 
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diftemper is very apt to feize them at this time. It is 

better not to round them till they are thoroughly fettled 5 
nor (hould it he put off till the hot weather, foir then they 
would bleed too much*. — If any of the dogs be thin over 
the back, or any more quarelfome than the reft, it will be 
of ufc to cut them : I alfo fpay fuch bitches, as I think J 
Ihall not want to breed from -, they are more ufeful, are 
ftouter, and are always in better order : — ^befides, it is ab- 
folutely neceffary if you hunt late in the fpring 5 or your 
pack will be very Ihort for want of it. It may be right 
to tell you, that the latter operation does not always fuc- 
ceed J it will be neceffary therefore to employ a Ikilful 
perfon, and one on whom you can depend i for if it be ill 
done, though they cannot have puppies, they will go to 
heat notwithftanding ; of which I have known many in- 
ftances ; and that I apprehend would not anfwer your pur- 
pofe at any rate. They (hould be kept low for feveral 
days before the operation is performed, and muft be fed 
on thin meat for fome time after. 

• It may be better, perhaps, to round them at their quarters, when 
about fix months old ; fhould it be done fooner, it would make their 
cars tuck up. The tailing of them, is ufually done before they be put 
out ; it might be better, perhaps, to leave it till they be taken in. 

You 
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You a(k mc what number of young hounds you (hould 
breed to keep up your (lock ? it is a qucftion, I believe, 
no man can anfwer. — It depends altogether on contingen- 
cies. The deficiencies of one year muft be fupplied 
the next. I fhould apprehend from thirty, to thirty-five 
couple of old hounds, and from eight to twelve couple 
of young ones would, one year with another, beft fuit an 
eftablifhment which you do not intend Ihould much ex- 
ceed forty couple. This rule, I think, you (hould at 
"the fame time obferve— never to part with an ufeful old 
hound, or enter an unhandfome young one. 

I WOULD advife you in breeding, to be as little preju- 
diced as poflTible, in favour of your own fort ; but fend 
your beft bitches to the beft dogs, be they where they 
may. — Thofe, who breed only a few hounds, may by 
chance have a good pack ; whilft thofe who breed a great 
many, (if at the fame time they underftand the bufinefs) 
reduce it to a certainty. You fay you wilh to fee your 
pack as complete as Mr. Meynell's : believe me, my good 
friend, unlefs you were to breed as many hounds, it is to- 
tally impoflible. l*hofe who breed the greateft number 
of hounds, have a right to expeft the beft packi at leaft 
it muft be their own fault, if they have it not. 
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Names of HOUNDS. 



A. dogs. 



A, 



.BLE 

Aftor 

Adamaat 

Adjutant 

Agent 

Aider 

Aimwell 

Amorous 

Antic 

Anxious 

Arbiter 

Archer 

Ardent 

Ardor 

Arrogant 

Arfenic 

Artful 

Artift 

Atlas 

Atom 

Auditor 

Augur 

Awful 



A. bitches. 

Accurate 

Aftivc 

Aftrefs 

AfFable 

Agile 

Airy 

Amity 

Angry 

Animate 

Artifice 

Audible 



B. dogs. 

Bachelor 

Banger 

Baffler 

Barbarous 

Bellman 

Bender 

Blafter 

Bluecap 

Blueman 

Blufter 



Boafter 

Boifterous 

Bonnyface 

Bouncer 

Bowler 

Bravo 

Bragger 

Brawler 

Brazen 

Brilliant 

Bruflier 

Brutal 

Burfter 

Buftler 



B. bitches. 

Baneful 

Bafliful 

Bawble 

Beauteous 

Beauty 

Beldam 

Bellmaid 

Blamelefs 



Blithfome 

Blowzy 

Bluebell 

Bluemaid 

Bonny 

Bonnybell 

Bonnylafs 

Bourtdlefs 

Brevity 

Brimftone 

Bufy 

Buxbm 



C. dogs. 

. CaitifF 
Capital 
Captain 
Captor 
Carol 
Carver 
Cafter 
Caftwell 
Catcher 
Catchpole 
Caviller 
Cerberys 
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Cerberus 

Challenger 

Champion 

Charon 

Chafer 

Chaunter 

Chieftan 

Chimer 

Chirper 

Choleric 

Claimant 

Clamorous 

Clangor 

ClaQier 

Climbank 

Clinker 

Combat 

Combatant 

Comforter 

Comrade 

Comus 

Conflift 

Conqueror 

Conqueft 

Conftant 

Conteft 

Coroner 

Cottager 

Counfellor 

Countryman 

Courteous 

Coxcomb 

Craftfman 



Cralher 

Critic 

Critical 

Crowner 

Cruifer 

Crufty 

Cryer 

Curfew 

Currier 



C. bitches. 
Capable 
Captious 
Carelefs 
Careful 
Carnage 
Caution 
Cautious 
Charmer 
Chauntrefs 
Chearful 
Cherriper 
Chorus 
Circe 
Clarinet 
Clio 
Comely 
Comfort 
Comical 
Concord 
Courtefy 
Crafty 
Crazy 



Credible 

Credulous 

Croney 

Cruel 

Curious 

D. dogs. 

Damper 
Danger 
Dangerous 
Dapper 
Dapfter 
Darter 
Dalher 
Dafliwood 
Daunter 
Dexterous 
Difputant 
.Downright 
Dragon 
Dreadnought 
Driver 
Dufter 

D. bitches. 

Dainty 

Daphne 

Darling 

Dafhaway 

Dauntlefs 

Delicate 

Defperate 



Deftiny 

Dian 

Diligent 

Docile 

Document 

Doubtful 

Doubtlefs 

Dreadful 

Dreadlefs 

Dulcet 

E. dogs. 
Eager 
Earneft 
Effort 
Elegant 
Eminent 
Envious 
Envoy 
Errant 
Excellent 

E. bitches^ 
Eafy 

"Echo 
Ecftacy 
Endlefs 
Energy 
Enmity 
Effay 

F. dogs. 
Fador 

Fadious 
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Faftious 

Fatal 

Fearnought 

Ferryman 

Fervent 

Finder 

Firebrand 

Flagrant 

Flafher 

Fleece'm 

Fleecer 

Flinger 

Flippant 

Flouriflier 

Flyer 

Foamer 

Foiler 

Foreman 

Foremoft 

Forefight 

Forefter 

Forward 

Fulminant 

Furrier 

F. bitches. 
Faithful 
Fairmaid 
Fairplay 
Famous 
Fancyful 
Fafhion 



Favorite 

Fearlefs 

Feftivc 

Fickle 

Fidget 

Fiery 

Fireaway 

Firetail 

Flighty 

Flourifh 

Flurry 

Forcible 

Fretful 

Friendly 

Frilky 

Frolic 

Frolicfome 

Funnylafs 

Furious 

Fury 

G. dogs. 

Gainer 
Gallant 
' Galliard 
Galloper 
Gamboy 
Gamefter 
Garrulous 
Gazer 
General 
Genius 



Gimcrack 

Giant 

Glancer 

Glider 

Glorious 

Goblin 

Governor 

Grapler 

Grafper 

Griper 

Growler 

Grumbler 

Guardian 

Guider 



G. bitches. 
Gainful 
Galley 
Gambol 
•Gamefome 
Gameftrefs, 
Gayety 
Gayly 
Gaylafs 
Ghaftly 
Giddy ^ 

Gladnefs 
Gladfome 
Governefs 
Graceful 
Gracelefs 
Gracious 



La 
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Grateful 

Gravity 

Guilefomc 

Guilty 

Guiltlefs 

H. dogs. 

Hannibal 
Harbinger 
Hardiman 
Hardy 
Harlequin 
Harrafler 
Havock 
• Hazard 
Headftrong 
Hearty 
Heftor 
Heedful 
Hercules 
Hero 
Highflyer 
Hopeful 
Hocfpur 
Humbler 
Hurtful 

■H. bitches. 
Hafty 
Handfome 
Harlot 
Harmony 
Hazardous 
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Hazardous 


Launcher 


Lovely 


Heedlefs 


Leader 


Luckylafs 


Hellen 


leveller 


Lunacy 


Heroine 


Liberal 




Hideous 


Libertine 


M. dogs. 


Honefty 


Liftor 


Manager 


Hoftile 


Lifter 
• Lightfoot 


Manful 




Marfchal 


I. dogs. 


Linguift 


Markfman 


Jerker 


Liftener 


Marplot 


Jingler 


Lounger 


Martial 


Impetus 


Lucifer 


Marvelous 


Jockey 


Lunatic 


Matchem 


Jolly 


Lunger 


Maxim 


Jolly-boy 


Lurker 


Maximus 


Joftler 


Lufty 


Meanwell 


Jovial 




^ Medler 


Jubal 
Judgment 


L. bitches. 


Menacer 
Mendall 


Jumper 


Lacerate 


Mender 
Mentor 
Mercury 


I. bitches. 


- Liaudable 
Lavifh 


Jealoufy 


Lawlefs 


Merlin 


Induflry 


Lenity 


Merryboy 


Jollity 


Levity 


Merryman 


Joyful 


Liberty 


McflTmate 


Joyous 


Lightning 


Methodift 




• Lightfome 


Mighty 


L. dogs. 


Likely 


Militant 


Laborer 


Li (Tome 


Minikin 


Larum 


L itigate 


Mifcrcant 


Lalher 


Lively 


Mittimu$ 


Lafter 


Jx)fty 


-Monarch 



Monitor 

Motley 

Mounter 

Mover 

Mungo 

Mufical 

Mutinous 

Mutterer 

Myrmidon 

M. bitches. 
Madcap 
Madrigal 
Magic 
Matchlcfe 
Melody 
Merrylafs 
Merryment 
Mindful 
Minion 
Miriam 
Mifchi^f 
Modifc 
Monody 
Mufic 



N. dogs^ 
Nervous 
Neftor 
Nettler 
Newfmai^ 

Nimro4 
Noble 

Nonfuch 
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Nonfuch 

Novel 

Noxious 



N. hitches. 

Narrative 

Neatnefs 

Needful 

Negative 

Nicety 

Nimble 

Noify 

Notable 

Notice 

Notion 

Novelty 

Novice 



P. dogs. 
Pasan 
Pageant 
Paragon 
Paramount 
Partner 
Partyman 
Pealer 
Penetrant 
Perfea 
Perilous 
Pertinent 
Petulant 



Phoebus 

Piercer 

Pilgrim 

Pillager 

Pilot 

Pincher 

Piper 

Playful 

Plodder 

Plunder 

Politic 

Potent 

Prater 

Prattler 

Premier 

Prefident 

Prefto 

Prevalent 

Primate 

Principal 

Prodigal 

Prowler 

Prompter 

Prophet 

Profper 

Profperous 

Pryer 

P. bitches. 

Paflion 

Paftime 

Patience 



Phoenix 

Phrenetic. 

Phrenzy 

Placid 

Playful 

Pleafant 

Pliant 

Pofitive 

Precious 

Prettylafs 

Previous 

Prieftefs 

Probity 

Prudence 



R. dogs. 

Racer 

Rager 

Rallywood 

Rambler 

Ramper 

Rampant 

Rancour 

Random 

Ranger 

Ranfack 

Rantaway 

Ranter 

Rapper 

Ratler 

Ravager 

Ravenous 



Reacher 

Reafoney 

Reftor 

Regent 

Render 

Refonant 

Reftive 

Reveler 

Rifler 

Rigid 

Rigour 

Ringwood 

Rioter 

Rifker 

Rockwood 

Romper 

Roufer 

Router 

Rover 

Rude/by 

Ruffian 

Ruffler 

Rumagcr 

Rumbler 

Rumour 

Runner 

Rural 

Ruflier 

Ruftic 

R. bitches. 

Racket 
Rally 

Rampiih' 
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Rampifli 


Scrambler 


Stickler 


Rantipole 
Rapid 


Screamer 


Stinger 


Screechcf 


Stormer 


Rapine 


Scuffler 


Stranger 


Rapture 


Searcher 


Stripling 


Rarity 


Settler 


Striver 


Rafhnefs 


Sharper 


Strivewell 


Ratl;Je 


Shifter 


Stroker 


Reptile 


Signal 


Stroller 


Refolute 


Singer 


Struggler 


Reftlefs 


SingwcU 


Sturdy 


Rhapfody 


Skirmifh 


Subtile 


Riddance 


Smoker 


Succour 


Riot 


Social 


Suppler 


Rival 


Solomon 


Surly 


Roguifh 


Solon 


Swaggerer 


Ruin 


Songfter 


Sylvan 


Rummage 


Sonorous 




Ruthlefs 


Soundwell 






-• Spanker 


S. bitches. 


<^ « 




S. dogs. 


• Special 


Sanguine 


Salient 


Specimen 


Sappho 


Sampler 


Spinner 


Science 


Sampfon 


Splendor 


Scrupulous 


Sanftion 


Splenetic 


Shrewdnefs 


Sapient 


Spoiler 


Skilful 


Saucebox 


Spokefman 


Songftrefs 


Saunter 


Sportfman 


Specious 


Scalper 


Squabbler 


Speedy 


Scamper 


Squeaker 


Spiteful 


Schemer 


Statefman 


Spitfire 


Scourer 


Steady 


Sportful 



Sportive 

Sportly 

Sprightly 

Stately 

Stoutnefs 

Strenuous 

Strumpet 

Surety 

Sybil 

Symphony 

T. dogs. 

Tackier 

Talifman 

Tamer 

Tangent 

Tartar 

Tatler 

Taunter 

Teafer 

Terror 

Thraflicr 

Threatner 

Thumper 

Thunderer 

Thwacker 

Thwarter 

Tickler 

Tomboy 

Topmoft 

Topper 

Torment 
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Torment 

Torrent 

Torturer 

Tofler 

Touchftone 

Tracer 

Tragic 

Trampler 

Tranfit 

Tranfport 

Traveller 

Trimbufh 

Trimnier 

Triumph 

Trojan 

Trouncer 

Truant 

Trueboy 

Trueman 

Trudger 

Trufty 

Tryal 

Tryer 

Trywell 

Tuner 

Turbulent 

Twanger 

Twig'em 

Tyrant 

T. bitcbes. 
Tattle 



Telltale 

Tempeft 

Tentative 

Termagant 

Terminate 

Terrible 

Tefty 

Thankful 

Thoughtful 

Tidings 

Toilfome 

Tradable 

Tragedy 

Treipafs 

Trifle 

Trivial 

Trollop 

Troublefomc 

Truelafs 

Truemaid 

Tunable 

Tuneful 



V. dogs. 

Vagabond 

Vagrant 

Valiant 

Valid 

Valorous 

Valour 



Vaulter 

Vaunter 

Venture 

Venturer 

Venturous 

Vermin 

Vexer 

Viftor 

Vigilant 

Vigorous 

Vigour 

Villager 

Viper 

Volant 

Voucher 



V. bitches. 

Vanquifh 

Vehemence 

Vehement 

Vengeance 

Vengeful 

Venomous 

Venturefome 

Venus 

Verify 

Verity 

Vicious 

Vidory 

Viftrix 



Vigilance 

Violent 

Viperous 

Virulent 

Vitiate 

Vivid 

Vixen 

Vocal 

Volatile 

Voluble 

mmowammmmommiWmw 

W* dogs. 

Wanderer 
Warbler 
Warning 
Warrior 
Warwhoop 
Wayward 
Wellbred 
Whipfter 
Whynot 
Wildair 
Wildman 
Wilful 
Wifdom 
Woodman 
Worker 
Workman 
Worthy 
Wrangler 
Wrcftler 
W. bitches. 
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Warfare 


WcUdone 


Wonderful 


W. iittbes. 


Warlike 


Whimfcy 


Worry 


Waggery 


Wafpilh 


Whirligig 


Wrathful 


Waggifh 


Wafteful 


Wildfire 


Wreakful 


Wagtail 


Watchful 


Willing 




Wanton 


Welcome 


Wilhful 






LET- 
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x\ F T E R the young hounds have been rounded^ and 
arc well reconciled to the kennel, know the huntfman, 
and begin to know their nanies, they fhould be put into 
couples, and walked out amongft fheep« 

If any be particularly fnappilh, and troublefome, you 
fhould leave the couples loofe about their necks in the 
kennel, till you find they are more reconciled to them. If 
any be more ftubborn than the reft, you (hould couple 
them to old hounds, rather than to young ones j and you 
Ihould not couple two dogs together when you can avoid 
it* Young hounds are aukward at firft ; I fliould there- 
fore advife you to fend out a few only at a time, with 
your people on foot j they will foon afterwards become 
handy enough to follow a horfc ; and care fhould be 
taken that the couples be not too loofe, left they Ihould 

M flip 
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flip their necks out of the collar, and give trouble in 
catching them again. 

When they have been walked often in this manner 
amongft the (heep, you may then uncouple a few at a time, 
and begin to chaftife fuch as offer to run after them 5 but 
you will foon find that the cry of ware Jheep, will flop 
them fufficiently, without the whip j and the lefs this is 
ufed, the better. With proper care and attention you 
will foon make them aihamed of it, but if once fufiTered 
to tafte the blood, you may find it difficult to reclaim 
them. Various are the methods ufed to break fuch dogs 
fronri fheep ; fome will couple them to a ram, but that is 
breaking them with a vengeance ; yoq had better hang 
them. — A late lord of my acquaintance, who had heard 
of this method, and whofe whole pack had been often 
guilty of killing (heep, determined to punifh them, and 
to that intent put the largefl ram he could find into his 
kennel. The men with their whips and voices, and the. 
ram with his horns, foon put the whole kennel into con- 
fufion and difmay, and the hounds and the ram were then 
left together. Meeting a friend foon after, *^ come," fays 

he. 
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he, *' come with me to the kennel, and fee what rare fport 
^^ the ram makes among the hounds 5 the old fellow lays 
** about him ftoutly, I affiire you — egad he trims them— 
*^ there is not a dog dares look him in the face." — His 
friend, who is a companionate man, pitied the hounds 
exceedingly, and afked, if he was not afraid that fdme 
of them might be fpoiled : — " No, d — n them," faid he, 
** they deferve it, and let them fuffer." — On they went— ^ 
all was quiet — they opened the kennel door, but faw nei- 
ther ram nor hound. — ^The ram by this time was entirely 
eaten up, and the hounds having filled their bellies, were 
retired to reft. 

It* without doubt is beft when you air your hounds, to 
take them out feparately ; the old ones one day, another 
day the young * ; but as I find your hounds are to havq 
their whey at a diftant dairy, on thofe days, both old and 
young may be taken out together, obferving only to take 

• It would be better ftill, to take out your hounds every day, the 
old and young feparately, when it can be done without inconvenience ; 
when it cannot, a large grafs-court will partly anfwer the fame purpofe. 

M 2 the 
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the young hounds in couples, when the old ones are along 
with them. Young hounds are always ready for any kind 
of mifchief, and idlenefs might make even old ones too 
apt to join them in it. Befides, fliould they break off 
from the huntfman, the whipper-in is generally too ill- 
mounted at this feafon of the year, eafily to head, and 
bring them back. Run no fuch rifle. My hounds were 
»car being fpoiled by the mere accident of a horfe's falling. 
The whipper-in was thrown from his horfe. The hoHe 
ran away, and the whole pack followed. A flock of 
fheep, which were at a little diftance, took fright, began 
to run, and the hounds purfued them. The moft vicious 
fet on the reft, and feveral flieep were foon pulled down, 
and killed. I mention this to fliew you what caution is 
neceflary whilft hounds arc idle j for though the fall of 
the horfe was not to be attributed to any fault of the man, 
yet had the old hounds been taken out by themfelves, or 
had all the young ones been in couples, it is probable fo 
common an accident would not have produced fo extra-* 
ordinary an effect. 

It is now time to ftoop them to a fcent.— — You had 

better 
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better enter them at their own game— it will fave you 
much trouble afterwards. Many dogs^ I believe, like 
that fcent beft which they were firft blooded to ; but be 
that as it may, it is certainly mod reafonable to ufe them 
to that, which it is intended they Ihould hunt. It may 
not be amifs when they firft begin to hunt, to put light 
collars on them. Young hounds may eafily get out of 
their knowledge; and fhy ones, after they have been 
much beaten, may not choofe to return home. Collars, 
in that cafe, may prevent their being loft. 

You fay, you fhould like to fee your young hounds run 
a trail-fcent.— I have no doubt that you would be glad 
to fee them run over an open down, where you could fo 
eafily obferve their aftion, and their fpeed. I cannot 
think the doing of it once or twice could hurt your houndsj 
and yet as a fportfman, I dare not recommend it to you» 
All that I Ihall fay of it is, that it would be lefs bad than 
entering them at bare. A cat is as good a trail as any; 
but on no account fliould any trail be ufed after your 
hound$ are ftooped to a fcent* 

I KNOW 
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I KNOW an old fportfman, who enters his young 
hounds firft at a cat, which he drags along the ground 
for a mile or two, at the end of which he turns 
out a badger, firft taking care to break his teeth ; he 
takes out about two couple of old hounds along with the 
young ones to hold them on. He never enters his young 
hounds but at vermin ; for he fays, *' train up a child in 
the way be Jhould go, and when he is old he will not depart 
from it:' 



% 



Summer hunting, though ufeful to young hounds, is 
prejudicial to old ones -, I think therefore, you will do 
well to referve fome of the beft of your draft-hounds to 
enter your young hounds with, felefting fuch as are moft 
likely to fet them a good example. I need not tell you 
they (hould not be (kirters j but, on the contrary, fhould 
be fair hunting hounds, fuch as love a fcent, and that 
hunt clofeft on the line of it j it will be neceffary that 
fome of them fhould be good finders, and all muft be 
fteady: Thus you procure for your young hounds the 
beft inftruiftors, and at the fame time prevent two evils, 
which would neccflarily enfue, were they taught by the 

whoU 
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whole pack j one, that of corrupting, and getting into 
fcrapes, fuch as are not much wifer than themfelves ; and 
the other, that of occafioning much flogging and rateing, 
which always fliies and interrupts the hunting of an old 
hound. An old hound is a fagacious animal, and is not 
fond of trufting himfelf in the way of an enraged whip- 
per-in, who, as experience has taught him, can flog fe- 
verely, and can flog unjuftly. — i — By attending to this 
advice, you will improve one part of your pack, without 
any injury to the other ; whilft fuch as never feparate their 
young hounds from the old, are not likely to have any of 
them fteady. 

You a(k, at what time you fhould begin to enter your 
young hounds ? — that queftion is eafily anfwered ; for you 
certainly fhould begin with them as Joon as you can. The 
time mufl: vary in difi^erent countries : In corn countries 
it may not be pofl[iblc to hunt till after the corn is cut j 
in grafs countries you may begin fooner j and in wood- 
lands you may hunt as foon as you pleafe.— If you have 
plenty of foxes, and can afford to make a facrifice of fome 
of them for the fake of making your young hounds fteady, 

take 
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take them firft where you have leaft riot, puttmg fome of 
the fteadicft of your old hounds amongft them. If in 
fuch a place you are fortunate enough to find a litter of 
foxes, you may aflure yourfelf, you will have but little 
trouble with your young hounds afterwards. 

Such yourijg hounds as are molt riotous at firft, gene- 
rally fpeaking, I think, are beft in the end. A gentle- 
man in my neighbourhood was fo thoroughly convinced 
of this, that he complained bitterly of a young pointer 
to the perfon who gave it him, bccaufe he had done M 
mi/chief. However, meeting the fame perfon fome time 
after, he told him the dog he believed would prove a 
good one at laft.— " How fo," replied his friend, " it was 
•* but the other day that you faid he was good for nothing." 
" "Truc^^but be has killed me nineteen lurkies Jince that J* 

If, owing to a fcarcity of foxes, you fhould ftoop your 
hounds at hare, let them by no means have the blood of 
her J nor, for the fake of confiftcncy, give them much 
encouragement. Hare-hunting has one advantage^-* 
hounds are chiefly in open ground^ where you can eafily 

command 
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command them -, but, notwithftanding that, if %foxcs be 
in tolerable plenty, keep them to their own game, and 
forget not the advice of my friend the dodtor. 

FREQiTENT hallooing is of ufe, I think, with young 
hounds i it keeps them forward, prevents their being loft, 
and hinders them from hunting after the reft. ' The oftener 
therefore a fox is fcen and hallooed, the better j .it ferves 
to let them in, makes them eager, makes them exert 
themfelves, and teaches them to be handy, I muft tell 
you, at the fame time I fay this, that I by no means 
approve of much hallooing to old hounds j and though I 
frequently am guilty of it myfelf, it is owing to my fpi-* 
rits, which lead me into an error which my judgment 
condemns. It is true, there is a time when hallooing is 
of ufe J a time when it does hurt; and a time when it is 
perfeftly indifferent : but it is long praftice, and great 
attention to hunting, that muft teach you the application. 

Hounds, at their firft entering, cannot be encourageci 
too much. When they are become handy, love a fcent, 
and begin to know what is rights it will be foon enough 

N to 
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to chaftife them for doing wrang; in which cafcj one 
fcvere beating will favc a deal of trouble. You fliould 
recommend to your whipper-in, when he flogs a hound, 
to make ufe of his voice as well as his whip ; and let him 
remember, that the fmack of the whip is often of as much 
ufe as the lafti, to one that has felt it. If any be very 
unfteady, it will not be amifs to fend them out by thcm- 
fclves, when the meii go out to exercife their hPffef If 
you have hares in plenty, let fome be found fitting, and 
turned out before them ; ^d you will foon fipd the moft 
riotous will not run after them. If you intend them to 
be made fteady from deer, they fhould often fee deer, and 
they will not regard them ; and if, after a probation of 

this kind, you turn out a cub before them, with fome old 
hounds to lead them on, you may affure yourf^lf they 

will not be unfteady longi fojr as Someprile rightly 

obferves, 

f f Eafy the leflbn of the youthful train, 

When inftinft prompts, and when example guides." 

Flogging hounds in the kennel, the frequent pra£tice of 
moft huntfmen, I hold in abhorrence : it is unreafonable^ 
unjuft, and cniel s ^nd^ carried to the excefs we fometimes 

fee 
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lec It, is a difgracc to humanity. Hounds that are old 
offenders, that are very riotous> and at the fame time very 
cunning, it may be difficult to catch : fuch hounds may 
be excepted — they delerve punifhment wherever taken, 
and you fhould not fail to give it them when you can.^ — 
This you will allow is a particular cafe, and neceffity 

may excufe it but let not the peace and quiet of your 

kennel be often thus diftufbed. When yoiir hounds offendi 
punifli them l — when caught in the faft, then let them 
fuffer— and if you be fevcre, at leaft be juft^ 

When your young hounds ftoop to a fcent, are be- 
come handy, know a rate, and ftop eafily, you may then 
begin to put them into the pack, a few only at a timej 
nor da I think it advifeable to begin this, till the pack 
have been out a few trmes by thcmfelves, and are got well 
In bloods I Ihould alfo advife you to take them the 
firft day where they are moft fure to find ; as long reft 
makes all hounds riotous, and they may do that en gaiet} 
de cauvy which they would not think of at another time. 
Let your hounds be low in flefh, when you begin to 
huntr J the ground is generally hard at that feafon, and 
they are liable to be fhaken. 

N 2 If 
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If your covers be large, you will find the ftrait 
horn of ufe, and I am forry to hear that you do not ap- 
prove of it. You alk me why I like it ? — not as a mufi^ 
cian, I can affure you. — It fignifies little, in our way, 
what the noife is, as long as it is undecftood. 



LE T- 
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LETTER VII. 

I^NLESS I had kept a regular journal of all that has 
been done in fhe kennel from the time when my young 
hounds were firft taken in, to the end of the laft feafon^ 
it would be impoflible, I think> to anfwer all the queftions 
which, in your laft letter, you afk concerning them. 
I wilh that a jnemory, which is far £rom a good one, 
would enable me to give the information you defire. 
If I am to be more circumftantial than in my former 
letter, I muft recoUeft, as well as I can, the regular fyftem 
of my own kennel ; and if I am to write from memory, 
you will, without doubt, excufe the want of the lucidus 
ordo:—it fliall be my endeavour, that the information 
thefe letters contain, fhall not miflead you. 

You wifli me to explain what I mean by hounds being 
bandfrAt refpeds their rcadinefs to do whatever is re- 
quired 
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quired of thcmj and particularly, when caft, to turn 
eafily which way the huntfman plcafes*. 

I WAS told the other day by a fportfman, that he con- 
fiders the management of hounds as a regular fyftem of 
education, from the time when they are firft taken into 
the kennel : I perfedtly agree with this gentleman j and 
am well convinced, that if you expeft fagacity in your 
hound when he is old, you muft be mindful what in- 
ftrudkui he receives from you in his youth ; for as, he is 
of all animals the nu>(t docile, he is alfo moft liable to 
bad habits. A diverfity of charafter, conftitution, and 
difpofition, are to be obferved annongft them ; which^ to 
be made the moft of, muft be carefully attended to, and 
differently treated. I do not pretend to have fucceedcd 
in it myfelf ; yet you will perceive, perhaps, diat I have 
paid fome attention to it. • 



* My hounds are frequently walked about the courts of \he kennel/ 
the whipper-in following them^ and rating them after the huntfman ; 
this, and the fending them out, (after they have been fed,) with ther 
people on foot, contribute greatly to make them handy^ 

I B£Gm 
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I BEGIN to hunt with my young hounds in Auguft, The 
employment of my huntfman the preceding months, is 
to keep his old hounds healthy and quiet, by giving them 
proper exercife; and to get his young hounds forward*. 
They are called over often in the kennel : it ufes them 
to their names, to the huntfman, and to the whipper-in. 
They are walked out often among (Keep, hares, and deer : 
it ufes them to a rate. Sometimes he turns down a cat 
before them, which they hunt up to, and kill ; and, when 
the time of hunting approaches, he turns out badgers or 
young foxes, taking out fome of the fteadieft of his old 
hounds to lead them on— ^this teaches them to hunt. He 
draws fm^ll covers and furze brakes with them, to ufc 
them to a halloo, and to teach them obedience. If they 
find improper game, and hunt it, they are flopped and 
brought back s and as long as they will flop at a rate» 
they are no% ch^ftifed. Obedience is all that is required 
of them, till they have been fufficiently taught the gamt 

* Nothing will anfwer tjiis purpofe fo well as taking them out often^ 
Let yonr huntiinan lounge about wltli them— nothing will make them 
£d handy. Let him get off his horfe frequently, and encourage them 
to come to him,— nothing will familiari;ie them fo mu«h.— Too great 
reftraimt wi)l oftentimes incline hounds to be riotous. 

they 
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they arc to hunt. An obftinate deviation from it after- 
wards is never pardoned. It is an obfervation of the Mar-. 
chefe Beccaria, that " La certezza di uri caftigo, benche 
" moderato, fara fempre una maggiore impreffione, cbc 
** non it timore di un altro piu terribile, unito colla 
** fperanza, della *impunita; 

When my young hounds are taken out to air, my 
huntfman takes them into that country in which they arc 
defigned to hunt. It is attended with this advantage ^ 
they acquire a knowledge of the country, and when left 
behind at any time, cannot fail to find their way home 
more eafily. 

When they begin to hunt, they ^re firft taken into a 
large cover of my owh, which has many ridings cut in it j 
and where young foxes are turned out every year on 
purpofe for them. Here it is they are taught the fcent 
they are to follow, are encouraged to purfue it, and arc 
flopped from every other. Here they are blooded to fox. 
I muft alfo tell you that as foxes are plentiful in this 
cover, the principal earth is not flopped, and the foxeS 

arc 
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are chtcked back> or feme of them let in^ as may*beft 
fuit the purpofe of blooding. After they have been 
hunted a few days in this manner^ they are then fent to 
more diftant covers^ and more old hounds are added to 
them ; there they continue to hunt till they are taken into 
the pack^ which is feldom later than the beginning of 
September 5 for by that time they will have learned what 
is required of them, and they feldom give much trouble 
afterwards*. In September, I begin to hunt in earnefl-, 
and after the old hounds have killed a few foxes, the 
young hounds are put into the pack, two or three couple 
at a time, till all have hilnted. They are then divided ; 
and as I feldom have occafion to take in more than nine 
or ten couple, one half are taken out one day, the other 
half the next, till all are fteady. 

Two other methods of entering young hounds I have 
praftifed occafionally, as the number of hounds have 
required ; for inftance, when that number is very can- 
fiderabUy I make a large draft of my fteadieft hounds, 

• Sport in fox-hunting cannot be faid to begin before OAober, but 
in the two preceding months, a pack is either made» or marrM. 

O which 
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which are kept with the young hounds in a feparate ken- 
nel^ and are hunted with them all the firft part of the 
feafon. This> when the old hounds begin to hunt^ makes 
two diftinft packs^ and is always attended with great 
trouble and inconvenience. Nothing hurts a pack fo much 
as to enter many young hounds, fince it muft be confider^ 
ably weakened by being robbed of thbfe which are the moft 
fteady -, and yet, young hounds can do nothing without 
their afliftance. Such, therefore, as conftantly enter their 
young hounds in this manner, will, fbmetimes at leaft, 
have two indifferent packs, inftead of one good *onc. 

In the other method, the young hounds arc well awed 
from Iheep, but never ftoopcd to a fcent, till they are 
taken out with the pack ; they are then taken out a few 
only at a time ; and if your pack be perfeftly fteady, and 
well manned, may not give you much trouble. The 
method I firft mentioned, which is that I moft commonly 
praftife, will be neceffary when you have many young 
hounds to enter : when you have only a few, the laft will 
be moft convenient. The other, which requires two 
diftinft packs, is on too extenfive a plan to fuit your 

eftablilh- 
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cftabliihment> requiring more horfes and hounds than you 
intend to keep*. 

Though I have mentioned, in a former letter, from 
eight to twelve couple of young hounds, as a fufficient 
number to keep up your pack to its prefent eftablifhment ; 
yet it is always beft to have a referve of a few couple more 
than you want, in cafe of accidents : fincc from the time 
yx>u make your draft, to the time of hunting, is a long 
period s and their exiftence at that age and feafon very 
precarious : bcfides, when they are fafc from the diforder, 

• To render fox-hunting perfed, no young hounds ihould be taken 
into the pack the firft feafon— a requifite too expeniive for moft fportf- 
men« The pack ihould confift of about forty couple of hounds, that 
have hunted, one, two, three, four, or five feafons. The young pack 
fhould coniiil of about twenty couple of young hounds, and about aa 
eqaal number of old ones. They (hould have a feparate eflablifhment, 
nor fliould the two kennels be near enough to interfere with each 
ether. The feafon over, the beft of the young hounds, fhould be 
taken into the pack, and the draft of old ones exchanged for them. To 
enable you to take in twenty couple of young hounds, every feafon, 
many muft be bred ; and of courfe the greater your choice, the hand- 
Ibmer your pack will become. It will always be eafy to keep up the 
number of old hounds, for when your own draft is not fufficient, drafts 
fi-om other packs may eafily be obtained, and at a fmall expence. When 
young hounds are hunted together the £rfl feafon, and have not a 
fufficient number of old hounds along with them, it does them more 
hann, than good. 

O 2 they 
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they arc not always fafe from each other; and a fummcTj 
I think, feldom paflfes without fome lofles of that kind. 
At the fame time I muft tell you, that I fhould decline 
entering more than are neceflary to keep up the pack» fince 
a greater number would only create ufelefs trouble and 
vexation. 

You wi(h to know what number of old hounds you 
ihould hunt with the young ones : — that mud depend on 
the ftrength of your pack> and the number which you 
choofe to fpare ; if good and fteadyj ten or twelve couple 
will be fufficient. 

The young hounds^ and fuch old ones as are intended 
to hunt along with them*, fhould be kept in a kennel 
by themfelves, till the young hounds are hunted with the 
pack. I need not, I am fure, enumerate the many rea- 
fons that make this regulation neceflary. 

I NEVER truft my young hounds in the foreft till they 
have been well blooded to fox, and feldom put more than 

* Some alfo take out their anfteady hounds^ when they enter the 
young ones ; I doubt the propriety of it. 

a qouple 
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u couple into the pack at a time*. The others are walked 
out amongft the deer, when the men excrcife their horfcs, 
and are feverely chaftifed if they take any notice of them. 
They alfo draw covers with them j choofing out fuch, 
where they can beft fee their hounds, and moft eafily 
command them ; and where there is the leaft chance to 
find a fox. On thefe occafions I had rather they fhould 
have to rate their hounds, than encourage them. It re- 
quires lefs judgments and, if improperly done, is lefs dan- 
gerous in its confequences. One halloo of encourage- 
ment to a wrong fcent, nK>re than undoes all that you have 
been doing. 

When yoUng hounds begin to love a fcent, it may be 
of ufe to turn out a badger before them$ you will then 
be able to difcover what improvement they have made j 
I mention a badger, on a fuppofition that young foxes 
cannot fo well be fpared ^ befides, the badger, being a 



* I fometimes fend all my young hounds together into the £ort^, 
with four» or Rye couple of old hounds only ; fuch as I know they 
cannot fpoil. As often as any of them break off to deer» they are 
taken up, and flogged. When they lofe one fox, they try for another ; 
and are kept out, 'till they are all made, tolerably fteady, 

flower 
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flower animal, he may eafily be followed, and driTcn tte 
way you choofe he fhould run. 

Thi day you intend to turn out a fox, or badger, you 
will do well to fend them amongft hares, or deer. A little 
rating and flogging, before they are encouraged to vcr* 
min, is of the greateft ufe, as it teaches them both what 
they fhould, and what they fliould not do. I have knows 
a badger run ieveral miles, if judicioufly managed ; for 
* which purpoie he fliould be turned out in a very open 
country, and followed by a perfon who has more fenfc 
than to ride on the linc.of him. If he meet with no cover 
nor hedge in his way, he will keep on for feveral miles j 
if he do you will not be able to get him any farther.—— 
You ihould give him a great deal of law, and you will 
do well to. break his teeth*. 

If you nm any cubs to ground in an indiflnsrent coun- 
try, and do not want blood, bring them home, and they 

• The critic (ays ** there is neither juftice> not equity, in breaking 
his teeth." (vide Monthly Review) I confefs thete is not, and I 
never know that it is done, but I feel al! the force of the obfervation* 
Let neceffity, if ii be able, plead in iu excufe. 

will 
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will be of ufe to your young hounds. Turn out bag foxes 
to your young hounds^ but never to your old ones. I ob- 
jed to them on many accounts ; but^ of bag-foxes^ I (hall 
have occafion to fpeak hereafter. 

Thb day after your hounds have had bloody is alfo a 
proper time to fend them where there is riot, and to chaP 
tife them if they defervc it : it is always beft to correft 
them, when they cannot help knowing what they are 
eorreded for. When you fend out your hounds for thia 
purpofe, the later they go out, I think, the better; as the 
worfe the fcent is, the lefs inclinable will they be to mo 
it, and of courfc, will give lefs trouble in flopping them. 
It is a common pradice with huntfmen to flog their hounds 
mofl»unmercifully in the kennel : I have already told you 
I like it not : but if many of your hounds be obftinately 
riotous*, you may with lefs impropriety put a live hare 
into the kennel to them ; flogging them as often as they 
approach her; they will then have fome notion at leaft, 

* This pafTage has alfo been thought deferving of cenfure^ tho' 
its motive be homanit/.-^By thefe meant^ the difobedient are uught 
obedience, and a more general punifliment prevented; which, the 
eJeft of bad example might otherwife, make neccflhry. 

for 
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for what they arc beaten : but, let me intrcat you, before 
this charivari * begins, to draft off your fteady hounds : 
An animal to whom we owe fo much good diverfion, 
(hould not be ill ufed, unneceffarily. — When a hare is 
put into the kennel, the huntfman and both the whippers- 
in, fliould be prefent ; and the whippers-in (hould flog 
every hound, calling him by his name, and rating him as 
often as he is near the hare j and upon this occafion they 
cannot cut them too hard, or rate them too much. When 
they think they have chaftifcd them enough, the hare 
fhould then be taken away, the huntfman fhould halloo 
off his hounds, and the whippers-in fhould rate them 

to him. If any one love hare more than the reft, you 

may tie a dead one round his neck, flogging him and 
rating him at the fame time. This pofllbly may make 
.him afhamed of it. I never bought a lot of hounds, 
fome of which were not obliged to undergo this dif- 
cipline. — Either hares are lefs plentiful in other countries, 

* A confuiion arifing from a variety of noifes. It is a cuftom in 
France^ and in Switzerland, if a woman marry fooner than is caf* 
tomary, after the death of her hufband ; or a woman get the better 
of her hufband when attempting to chafHfe her> and return the beat- 
ing with intereft — The neighbours give them a chari'vari.'^SL kind of 
concert compofed of tongs, fire-ihovels, kettles, brafs pans. Sec Sec. 

or 
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or other fportfmen are Icfs nice in making their hounds 
fteady from them. 

I WOULD advife you to hunt your large covers with 
your young hounds ; it will tire them out*i a neccflary 
flep towards making them fteady; and will open the 
cover againft the time you begin in carneft, and by dif- 
turbing the large covers early in the year, foxes will be 
fhy of them in the feafon, and Ihew you better chaces : 
befides, as they are not likely to break from thence, you 
can do no hurt to the corn, and may begin before it is cut. 

If your hounds be very riotous, and you are obliged 
to ftop them very often from hare, it will be advifeable, 
I think, to try on (however late it may be) till you find 
a fox i as the giving them encouragement (hould, at fuch 
a time, prevail over every other coftfideration. 

* Provided that you have old hounds enough out, to carry on the 
fcent ; if you have not a body of old hounds, to keep up a cry on the 
right fcent, the young ones, as foon as the ground becomes foiPd, 
will be fcatter'd about the cover, hunting old fcents, and will not get 
on fall enough to tire themfelves. Young hounds fhould never be 
taken into large covers, where there is much riot, unlefs whippers-in 
can eaiily get at them. 

P Though 
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Though all young hounds, are given to riot; yet the 
better they are bred, the lefs trouble will they be likely 
to give. Pointers, well-bred, ftand naturally i and 
high-bred Fox-hounds love their own game beft. Such^ 
however, as are very riotous, (hould have little reft : you 
Ihould hunt them one day in large covers, where foxes are 
in plenty ; the next day, they fhould be walked out 
amongft hares, and deer, and ftopped from riot; the 
day following be hunted again, as before. Old hounds, 
which I have had from other packs (particularly fuch as 
have been entered at hare) I have fometimes found incor- 
rigible i but I never yet knew a young hound fo riotous, 
but, by this management, he foon became fteady. 

When hounds are rated, and do not anfwer the rate, 
they fhould be coupled up immediately, and be made to 
know the whipper-in : in all probability this method will 
fave any farther trouble. Thefe fellows fometimes flog 
hounds unmercifully, and fome of them feem to take 
pleafure in their cruelty 5 I am fure, however, I need not 
defire you to prevent any excefs in correftion. 

I HAVE heard, that no fox-hounds will bre^ off to 

deer. 
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deer, after once a fox is found. — I cannot fay the experi- 
ence I have had of this diverfion will any ways juftify the 
remark : — let me advifc you therefore, to feek a furer de- 
pendance. Before you hunt your young hounds where 
hares are in plenty, let them be awed, and flopped from 
hare : before you hunt amongft deer, let them not only 
fee deer, but let them draw covers where deer are ; for 
you muft not be furprized, if, after they arc fo far fteady, 
as not to run them in view, they fhould challenge on the 
fcent of them. Unlefs you take this method with your 
young hounds, before you put them into the pack, you 
will run a rifque of corrupting the old ones, and may 
lofe a great pleafure, — that of hunting with fteady hounds. 
I have already told you that, after my young hounds are 
taken into the pack, I ftill take out but very few at a 
time, when I hunt among deer. I alfo change them when 
I take out others 5 for the fteadinefs they may have ac- 
quired could be but little depended on, were they to meet 
with any encouragement to be riotous. 

I CONFESS I think firft impreffions of more confequencc 
than they are in general thought to be : I not only dnter 
my young hounds to vermin on that account, but I even 
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ufe them, as eady as I can, to the ftrongeft covers and 
thickeft brakes j and I feldom find that they are fhy of 
them afterwards. A friend of mine has aflurcd me, that 
he once entered a fpaniel to fnipes, and the dog, ever after 
was partial to them, preferring them to every other bird. 

If you have martin cats within your reach, as all hounds 
are fond of their fcent, you will do well to enter your 
young hounds in the covers they frequent. The martin 
cat being a fmall animal, by running the thickeft brakes 
it can find, teaches hounds to run cover, and is therefore 

of the greateft ufe. 1 do not much approve of hunting 

them with the old hounds j they (hew but little (port, are 
continually climbing trees ; and as the cover they run 
feldom fails to fcratch and tear hounds confiderably^ I 
think you might be forry to fee your whole pack disfigured 
by it. The agility of this little animal is really wonder- 
ful ; and though it fall frequently from a tree, in the 
midft of a whole pack of hounds, all intent on catching 
it, there are but few inftances, I believe, of a martin's 
being caught by them in that fituation. 

In fummer, hounds might hunt in an evening:—- 

I know 
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I know a pack^ that after having killed one fox in the 
morning with the young hounds^ killed another in the 
evening with the old ones. Scent generally lies well at the 
clofe of the day, yet there is a great objedion to hunting at 
that times — animals are then more eafilydifturbed, and you 
have a greater variety of fccnts than at an earlier hour. 

Having given you all the information that I can pof- 
fibly recoiled, with regard to my own management of 
young hounds^ I fliall how take notice of that part of your 
laft letter, where, I am forry to find, our opinions differ. 
—Obedience, you fay, is every thing neceflary in a hound, 
and that it is of little confequence by what means it is 
obtained. I cannot concur altogether in that opinion ; 
for I think it very neceflary, that the hound Ihould at the 
fame time underftand you. Obedience, under proper ma-n 
nagement, will be a neceflary confequence of it. Obe- 
dience, furely, is not all that is required of them : they 
ihould be taught to diftinguifli of themfelves* right from 
wrong, or I know not how they are to be managed j when, 
as it frequently happens^ we cannot fee what they are at, 
and mull take their words for it. A hound that hears a 
voice which has often rated him, and that hears the whip 

he 
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he has often felt, I know, will ftop. — I alfo know, he will 
commit the fame fault again, if he has been accuftomed 
to be guilty of it. 

Obedience, you very rightly obfervc, is a ncccflary 
quality in a hound, for he is ufelefs without it. It is 
therefore an excellent principle, for a huntfman to fet out 
upon ; yet, good as it is, I think it may be carried too 
far. I would not have him infift on too much, or torment 
his hounds, mM-a-propoSy by forccably exading from them 
what is not abfolutely neceflary to your diverfion. You 
fay, he intends to enter your hounds at hare :— is it to 
teach them obedience ?— Does he mean to encourage vice 
in them, for the fake of correfting it afterwards?— 
I have heard, indeed, that the way to make hounds fteady 
from hare, is to enter them at hare*: that is, — to- en- 
courage them to hunt her. The belief of fo ftrange a 
paradox, requires more faith than I can pretend to. 

* In proper hands either method may do. The method, here pro* 
pofed, feems beft fuited to fox-hounds in general^ as well as to thofe 
who have the direftion of them. The ulents of fome men, are fupe- 
rior to all rules ;— nor is their fuccefs, any pofitivc proof, of the good- 
nefs of th^ir method. 

It 
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It concerns me to be under the neceflity of differing 
from you in opinion ; but fince it cannot now be helped, 
we will purfue the fubjedt, and examine it throughout. 
— Permit me then to aflc you, what it is you propofe from 
entering your hounds at hare ? Two advantages, I Ihall 
prefume, you expedt from it: — The teaching of your 

hounds to hunt 5 and, teaching them to be obedient. 

However neiceffary you may think thefe requifites in a 
hound, I cannot but flatter myfelf that they are to be ac- 
quired by lefs exceptionable means. The method I have 
already mentioned to make hounds obedient, as it is prac- 
tifed in my own kennel— that of calling them over often 
in the kennel, to ufe them to their names ^, and walking 
them out often amongft flieep, hares, and deer, from 
which they are flopped to ufe them to a rate i in my opi- 
nion, would anfwer your purpofe better. The teaching 
your hounds to hunt, is by no means fo neceflary as you 
feem to imagine. Nature will teach it them, nor need 
you give yourfelf fo much concern about it. j4rt only 
will be neceffary to prevent them from hunting what they 
ought not to *«»/;— and do you really think your method 
a proper one to accomplifh it ? 

• Vide note page 48. 
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The firft, and moft eflfential thing, towards making 
hounds obedient, I fuppofe, is to make them underftand 
you : nor do I apprehend that you will find any difficulty 
on their parts, but fuch as may be occalioned on yours*. 
The language we ufe to them, to convey our meaning, 
ftiould never vary :— ftill lefs, fhould we alter the very 

meaning of the terms we ufe. Would it not be abfurd 

to encourage, when we mean to rate ? and, if we did, 
could we expeft to be obeyed ? — You will not deny this, 
and yet you are guilty of no lefs an inconfiftency, when 
you encourage your hounds to run a fcent to-day, which 
you know, at the fame time, you muft be obliged to 
break them from to-morrow :— is it not running counter 
to juftice and to reafon ? 

I CONFESS there Is fome ufe in hunting young hounds, 
where you can eafily command them ; but even this you 
may pay too dearly for. Enter your hounds in fmall 
covers, or in fuch large ones as have ridings cut in them i 

* Were huntfmen to fcream continually to their hounds, ufing the 
fame halloo whether they were drawing, cafting, or running, the 
hounds could not underftand them, and probably would fliew, on ercry 
occafion, as little attention to them as they would deferve. 
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whippers-in can then get at them, can always fee what 
they are at, and I have no doubt that you may have a 
pack of fox-hounds fteady to fox by this means, without 
adopting fo prepofterous a method as that of firft making 
hare-hunters of them. You will find, that hounds thus 
taught what game they are to hunt, and what they are 
not, will Hop at a word i becaufe they will underftand 
you J and, after they have been treated in this manner, 
a fmack only of the whip, will fpare you the inhumanity 
ofcutting your hounds in pieces (not very juftly) for faults 
which you yourfelf have encouraged them to commit. 

I THINK, in your laft letter, you feem very anxious to 
get your young hounds well blooded to fox, at the fame 
time that you talk of entering them at hare. How am 
I to reconcile fuch contradictions ? If the blood of fox 
is of fo much ufe, furely you cannot think the blood of 
hare a matter of indifference ; unlefs you (hould be of 
opinion that a fox is better eating. — ^Nature, I fuppofe, 
never intended they Ihould hunt Iheep j yet we very well 
know, when once they have killed fhccp, that they have 
no diflike to mutton afterwards. 
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You have conceived an idea> perhaps^ that a fo3(-hound 
is defigned by nature to hunt a fox. Yet, furely, if that 
was your opinion^ you would never think of entering him 
at any other game. 1 cannot, however, think nature 
de0gned the dog, which wc call a fox-hound, to hunt fox 
only, fmcc, we very well know, he will alfo hunt other 
animals. That a well-bred fox-hound may give a pre<* 
fercncc to vermin, ceteris pariius, I will not difputc; 
I think it very poflible he may ; but of this I am certain-^ 
that every fox-hound will leave a bad fcent of fox, for a 
good one of either hare or deer, unlefs he has been made 
fteady from them j and in this, I fliall not fear to be con- 
tradiAed. But, as I do not wilh to enter into abftrufe 
reafoning with you, or think it any ways material to our 
prefent purpofc, whether the dogs we call fox*hounds were 
originally defigned by nature to hunt fox or not; we will 
drop the fubjc6t I muft at the fame time beg leave to 
obferve, that dogs are not the only animals in which an 
extraordinary diverfity of fpecies has happened, fince the 
days of Adam. Yet a great naturaliil tells us, that man 
is nearer, by eight degrees, to Adam, than is the dog to 
the firft dog of his race ; fince the age of man is four 
fcore years, and that of a dog but ten. It therefore fol- 
lows. 
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lows, that if both ihould equally degenerate, the alte- 
ration would be eight times more remarkable in the dog 
than in man* 

Ths two moft neceflarjr queftions which refult from 
the foregoing premifes, are— whether hounds entered ac 
hare are perfe£tly fteady, afterwardsj to fox i«— and> whether 
fleadinefs be not attainable by more reafonable means^-^ 
Having never hunted with gentlemen who follow this 
praftice, I muft leave the firft queftion for others to de- 
termine ; but having always had my hounds fteady, I can 
myfelf anfwer the fecond. 

The objcftions I have now made to the treatment of 
young hounds by fome huntfmen, though addreffed, my 
friend, to you, are general objections i and ihould not 
perfonally offend you. I know no man more juft, or 
more humane, than yourfelf. The difapprobation you fo 
ftrongly marked in your laft letter, of the feverity ufed in 
fome kennels, the noble animal we both of us admire, is 
much beholden to you for. Your intention of being pre- 
fent yourfelf, the firft time a hound is flogged, to fee 
how your new whipper-in behaves himfelf, is a proof 
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of benevolence, which the Italian author of the moft 
humane book*, could not fail to commend you for, 
Huntfmen and whippers-in are feldom fo unlucky as to 
have your feelings ; yet cuftom, which authorifes them 
to flog hounds unmercifully, does not do away the bar- 
barity of it. A gentleman feeing a girl flcinning eels 

alive, a(ked her, ** if it was not very cruel ? — *^ O not at 
** all, fu-,'' replied the girl, " ibey he ufed to it. 



* Dei delitti e delle pene. 
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LETTER VIII. 

J[ O U dcfire to know, if there is any remedy for the 
diftcmpcr among dogs. I (hall therefore mention all the 
diforders which my hounds have experienced, and point 
out the remedies which have been of fervice to them. 
The diftemper you enquire about, is, I believe, the moft 
fatal, (the plague only excepted) that any animal is fub- 
jeft to. It has not been long known in this country, but 
it is almoft inconceivable what numbers it has deftroyed 
in fo fliort a period ; — feveral hundreds, I can myfelf place 
to this mortifying account. It feems happily to be now 
on the decline; at leaft, it is lefs frequent, and more 
mild ; and, I think, it is probable, that in time, it may 
be entirely removed. The eflfefts of it are too generally 
known to need any defcription of them here i— -I wifh the 
remedies were known as well ! 

A BROTHER fportfman communicated to me a remedy, 
which, he faid, his hounds had found great benefit from, 

viz* 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



\ 



\ 



ii8 THOUGHTS UPON 

viz. Ah ounce of Peruvian barky in a glafs of Port wine, 
taken twice a day. It is not infallible \ but in fome ftages 
of this difordcr, is certainly of ufe. The hound moft 
infefted, that ever I knew to recover, was a large ftag- 
hound J he lay five days without being able to get off the 
bench J receiving little nourilhment during the whole time 
of the diforder, except the medicine, with which, he 
drank three bottles of Port wine. You may think, per- 
haps, the feeder drank his Ihare \ — it is probable he might, 
if it had not been fent ready mixed up with the bark.— 
I once tried the foudre unique^ thinking it a proper me- 
dicine for a diforder which is faid to be putrid j but I can- 
not fay any thing in its favour, with regard to dogs, at 
leaft. — ^Norris's drops I have alfo given, and with fuccefs. 
I gave a large fpoonful of them in an equal quantity of 
Port wine, three times a day ; as the dog grew better, 
I leffened the quantity. — ^When dogs run much at the 
nofe, nothing will contribute more to the cure of them, 
than keeping that part clean } when that cannot conve- 
niently be done, emetics will be neceflary; the beft I 
know, is a large fpoonful of common fait, diflblved in 
three fpoonfuls of warm water*. — The firft fymptom of 

* The quantity of falt^ muft be proportioned to the fize of the deg> 
and to the difficulty there may be to make him vomit. 
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this diforder^ generally^ is a cough.<*-«-As foon as it is per* 
ceived amongft my young hounds^ gp'cat attention is paid 
to them. They have plenty of clean ftraw, and arc fed 
oftener and better than at other times ; as long as they 
continue to eat the kennel meat, they are kept together 1 
as foon as any of them refufe to feed, they are removed 
into another kennel^ the door of the lodging-room is left 
open in the day, and they are only fhut up at night : being 
out in the air, is of great fervicc to them. To fuch as 
arc very bad, I give Norris's drops 5 to others emetics ; 
whilft fome, only require to be better fed than ordinary, 
and need no other remedy. They (hould be fed from the 
kitchen^ when they refufe the kennel meat. Sometimes 
they will lofe the ufe of their hinder parts j— bleeding 
them, by cutting off the laft joint of the tail, may, 
perhaps, be of fervice to them. I cannot Ipeak of it with 
any certainty, yet I have reafon to think, that I once faved 
a favourite dog by this operation. In fliort, by one me* 
thod or another, I think they may always be recovered. 

The likelieft prefcrvative for thofe that arp well, is 
keeping them warm at night, and feeding them high. This 
diforder being probably infcdkious, it is better to provide 

an 






Digitized by LjOOQIC 



110 T H O U G:H T S UPON 

an hofpital for fuch as arc feizcd with it, which fhould be 
in the back part of the kennel,— There is no doubt that 
fome kennels are healthier, than others, and confequently 
lefs liable to it. I apprehend mine to be one of thofe ; 
for in a dozen years, I do not believe that I have loft half 
that number of old hounds, although I lofe fo great a 
number of whelps at their walks. Neighbouring kennels 
have not been equally fortunate ; I have obferved, in fome 
of them, a diforder unknown in mine : I mean a fwelling 
in the fide, which fomctimes breaks, but foon after forms 
again, and generally proves fatal at laft, I think,* 
I heard a friend of mine fay, whofe kennel is fubjeft to 
this complaint, that he never knew but one inftance of a 
djg who recovered from it. I have, however, fince 
known another, in a dog I had from him, which I cured 
by frequently rubbing with a digeftive ointment : the 
tumour broke, and formed again fcveral times, till at laft 
it entirely difappeared. The diforder we have now been 
treating of, has this, I think, in common with the putrid 
fore throat, that it ufually attacks the weakeft. Women 
are more apt to catch the fore throat than men j children, 
than women j and young hounds more readily catch this 
diforder, than old. — When it feizes whelps at their walks, 

or 
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or young houndsj when firft taken from them, it is then 
mod dangerous* I alfo think that madnefs^ tbftr inflam- 
matory fever^ is lefs frequent than it was^ before this 
diforder was known. 

Thbrb are few diforders which dogs are fo fubjed: to 
as the mangc« Air and exercife> whoiefome food^ and 
cleanlinefs^ are the beft prefervatives againft it* Your 
feeder fhould be particularly attentive to it^ and when 
he perceives any fpot upon them^ let him rub it with the 
following mixture : 

A pint of train oil. 

Half a pint of oil of turpentine^ 

A quarter of a pound of ginger, in powder. 

Half an ounce of gunpo«¥der, finely powdered. 

Mixed up cold. 

If the diforder fhould be bad enough to refift tbat^ three 
mild purging balls, one every other day, Ihould be givcn^ 
ahd the dog laid up for a little while afterwards.— For 
the red mange, you may ufe the following : 

Four ounces of quickfilver. 

Two ounces of Venice turpentine, 

Oo» pound of hog's lard. 

R The 
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The quickfihm* and turpentine are to be i^bbed together^ 
till the globuks all diTappear. When you apply it^^ you 
muft rub an ounce^ once a day, upon . the part affe&edj 
for three days fucceffively- This is to be ufcd when the 
hair comes off, or any rcdncfs dppears. 

How wonderAjI is the fatigue which a fox^kound un* 
dergoes i Could you count the miles he runs, the number 
would appear almoft incredible. This he undergoes cheers- 
folly ; and, perhaps, three times a week, through a long 
feafon. His health, therefore, well defcnres your care j 
nor Ihould you fuffer the leaft taint to injure it. Huntf- 
men are frequently too negligent in this point. I know 
one in particular^ a faaious one too, whofe kennel was 
never free froni the mange, and the fmell of brimftone 
was oftentimes ftronger, I believe, in the nofes of his 

hounds, than the fccnt of the fox, If you chufe to try 

a curious prefeHption for the cure of the mange, in the 
Pha, Traftf. No, 25, p. 45^1 yw will fiqd the following : 

*« Mr, Cox procured an old myngrel cur, all oyer 
<^ mangeyi of a middle (U(e« aod haviog ibme hours be- 
^^ fore fed him plentifully with ehecf^^-partfiga and m'dk^ 
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* he prepared his jugular rein 5 then he nuuk a ftrong 
** ligature on his neck^ that the venal blood might be 
** emitted with the greater impetus j after this, he took 
** a young land fpaniel, about the fame bignefs, and pre- 
" pared his jugula;* vein likewife^ that the defcendant 
** part might receive the mangcy dog's blood, and the 
^^ afcendant, difcharge his own into a difh i iie transfufed 
<< about fourteen or fixteen ounces of the blood of the 
*^ infeSledy into the veins of thtjound dog j by this expcri* 
^' ment there appeared no alteration in the found ooe^ 
** but the man^y dog was in about ten days, or a fort- 
** night's time perfe&ly cured; and poflU)ly this is the 
^' quickefl and fureft remedy for that diieafe^ either ia 
•' man or bcaft/' 

HouKDs fometimes are bitten by vipers :— fwcet oil has 
been long deemed a certain antidotes fome (bould be 
applied to the part, and fome taken inwardly* Thoiigh 
a friend of mine informs me, that the common cheefe 
rennet, externally applied, is a more efficacious remedy 
than oil, for the bite of a viper. — They are liable to 
wounds and cuts : — Friar's balfam is very good, if applied 
imniediately \ yet, as k is apt to Ihut up 4 bad wound 
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too foon, the following tindurc, in fuch cafes, may per- 
haps be preferable; at leaft, after the firft drefllng or 
two— ^ 

Of Barbadoes aloes, two ounces. 
Of myrrh, pounded, three ounces. 
Mixed up with a quart of brandy. 

The bottle Ihould be well corked, and put into a bark 
bed, or dunghill, for about ten days or a fortnight,— 
The tongue of the dog, in moft cafes, is his beft furgeon ; 
^here he can apply tbaty he feldom needs any other re- 
medy.— A green, or feton, in the neck, is of great relief 
hi moft diforders of the eyes ; and I have frequently 
known dogs almoft blind, recovered by it. — It is alfo of 
fervice when dogs are (haken in the Ihoulders, and has 
made many found*. In the latter cafe there fhould be 
two, one applied on each fide, and as near to the fhoulder 

as it is poffible. The following ointment may be ufed 

to difperfe fwellings. 

* Turning a hound out of tht kennel^ will fometimes cure a lame- 
nefs in the (hqulders, An attentive huntfman will perceive^ from the 
manner of a hound's galloping^ when this lamenefs takes place ; and 
the hound, fhould be turned out immediately. Care fhould be uken 
that a hound, turned out, do not become fat. 

Of 
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Of frelh mutton fuet. trled^ two pounds. 

Of gum elemi, one pound. 

Of common tuq)entine, ten ounces. 

The gum is to be melted with the fuet, and, when taken 
from the fire, the turpentine is to be mixed with it, drain- 
ing the mixture whilft it is hot. — Dogs, frequently, arc 
ftubbed in the foot. The tinfture before-mentioned, and 
this, or any digeftive ointment, will foon recover them*.— 
For drains, I ufe two-thirds of Ipirits of wine, and one 
of turpentine, mixed up together ; the Britifh oil is alfo 
good : Hounds, from blows, or other accidents, are often 
lame in the ftifle: Either of thefe, frequently applied, 
and long reft, are the likelieft means that I know of to 
recover them. — The following excellent remedy for a 
ftrain, with which I have cured myfelf, and many others^ 
I have alfo found of benefit to dogs, when ftrained in the 
leg or foot. 

Dissolve two ounces of camphirc in half a pint of 
fpirits of wine, and put to it a bullock's gall. The part 
affeAed muft be rubbed before the fire, three or four 
times a day. 

'* An obftinate lamenefs fometimes is encreafed by humours Phyiic» 
in that cafe, may be neccflary to remove it. 

SoRs 
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Sore feet arc foon ciircd with brine i pot-liquor; or 
falc and vinegar^ a handful of fait to a pint of vinegar i 
if neither of thefe will do, mercurial ointment may then 

be neceliary, A plaifter of black pitch is the beft cure 

for a thorn in either man, horfe, or dog -, and I have 

known it fucceed, after every thing elfe had failed. 

If the part be much inflamed, a common poultice bound 
over the plaifter, will aflift in the cure. Hounds fre- 
quently are lame in the knee, fometimes from bruifes, 
fometimes from the ftab of a thorn ; digeftive ointment, 
rubbed in upon the part, will generally be of fervice. 

If hounds be much troubled with worms, the follow- 
ing, is the beft cure, that I am acquainted with : 

Of pewter pidverized, i drachm 7 grs. 
Of ^thiop's mineral, 16 grs. 

This is to be taken three times j every other day, once i 
the dog fhould be kept w^otn, and from cold water* 
Whey, or pot-liquor, may be given him two or three 
hours after, and Ihoold b^ continued, inftead of meat, 
during the time he is taking the medicine. The belt 
way of giving it, is to mix it up with butter, and then 
to make it into balls, with a little ftour. 

Whbm 
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Whebi a dog is rough in his coat^ and fcratches much» 
two or three purging balls^ and a little reft afterwards^ 
feldom fail to get him into order again* To make dogs 
fin^ in their coats, you fhould ufe the following drefling : 

One pound of native fulphur. 
One quart of train oily 
Qne pound of oil of turpentine, 
Half a pound of foap. 

My hounds are drefled with it two or three times only, 
in a year : in fome kennels, I am told, they drefs them 
once in two months. The more frequently it is done, the 
^le^ner, I fqppofe, your hounds will look.—- Should you 
choofe to drefs your puppies before they are put out to 
their walks, the following receipt, which I received from 
a friend of mine in Staffordflure (the pcrfon alre»dy men- 
tioned in this letter, an excellent fportfman, to whom I 
have many obligations) will anfwer the purpofe beil s and 
on their change of diet, from milk to meati may be fomc- 
tufifs neceflfary: 

Three quarters of an ounce of quickfilver. 

Half a pint of fpirits of turpentine, 

Four ounces of hog's lard, 

Qne pound of foft foap^ 

Three ounces of common tlirpentinej in which the quick* 
filver muft be killed. 

Inftinft 
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Inftinft direfts dogs, when the ftomach is out of order, 
to be their own phyfician ; and it is to them we owe our 
knowledge how to relieve it. It may appear foreign to 
our prcfcnt purpofe j yet as it is much (if true) to the 
honour of animals in general, I muft beg leave to add, 
what a French author tells us : — that alfo by the hippo- 
potamus, we arc inftrufted how to bleed, and by the 
crane, how to give a clyfter. I have already declared my 
difapprobation of bleeding hounds, unlefs they abfolutely 
want it : when they refufc their food, from having been 
over worked j or when they have taken a chill, to which 
they are very fubjeftj then, the lofs of a little blood may 
be of ufe to recover them. Sick hounds will recover 
foonefj' if fufFered to run about the houfe, than if they 
be confined in the kennel. 

Madness, thou dreadful malady j what Ihall I fay to 
thee ! or what prefervativc fliall I find againft thy en- 
venomed fang ! Somervilc, who declines writing of lefler 
ills, is not filent on the fubjedt of this. 

«< Of lefler ills the mufe declines to iing. 

Nor (loops fo low ; of thefe each groom can tell 

The proper remedy.** 

Iwifh 
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I wifh this worthy gentleman, to whom we have already 
been fo much obliged, had been lefs fparing of his in* 
ftruftionsi fince it is pofTible grooms may have all the 
knowledge he fuppofes them -to have, and their maftcrs 
may ftand in need of it. No man, I believe, will com* 
plain of being too well informed : nor is any knowledge 
unneceffary which is likely to be put in pradice. The 
executive part is fully fufBcient to truft in a groom's ^ 

hands. Somervile's advice on the fubjedl of madnefs, is 
worth your notice : 

« When Sirius reigns, and the fun*s parching beams 

Bake the dry gaping furface, vifit thou 

Each ev*n and morn, with quick obfervant cjre. 

Thy panting pack. If in dark fullen mood, ^'-* 

The glouting hound refufe his wonted meal. 

Retiring to fome clofe, obfcure retreat. 

Gloomy, difconfolate ; with fpeed remove 

The poor infe£Uous wretch, and in ftrong chains 

Bind him fufpefted. Thus that dire difeafe 

Which art can*t cure, wife cmution may prevent/* 

Plenty of water, whey, greens, phyfic, air, and exercife, 
fuch as I have before mentioned, have hitherto preferved 
my kennel from its baneful influence -, and, without doubt, 
you will alfo find their good efl'cas. If, notwithftanding, 

S you 
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you fhould at any time have reafon to fuipcd the approach 
of this evil, let your hounds be well obferved at the tinie 
when they feed j there will be no danger whilft they can 
eat. Should a whole pack be in the fanfie predicament, 
they muft be chained up feparately i and I fliould be very 
cautious what experiment I tried to cure them i for I have 
been told by thofe who have had madnefs in their kennels, 
and who have drenched their hounds to cure it, that it 
was the occafion of its breaking out a long time after- 
wards, and that it continued to do fo, as long as they 
gave them any thing to put it off, — If a few dogs only 
have been bitten, you had better hang them.-^If you fuf- 
peft any, you had better feparate them from the reft j 
Md a 'flicrt time, if you ufe no remedy, will determine 
whether they really were bitten, or not. — Should you, how- 
ever, be defirous of trying a remedy, the following pre- 
fcription, I am told, is a very good one. 

Of Turblth's mineral eight grains, 
Ditto fixteen grains. 
Ditto thirty-two grains. 

This Is to be given for three mornings fucceflively ; be* 
ginning the firft day with eight grains, and increafing it 
according to the above direftion. The dog ihould be 

empty 
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empty when he takes it, and (hould have been bled the 
day before. The dofe fhould be given early in the morn- 
ing, and the dog may have fome thin broth, or pot-liquor, 
about two or three o*clock| but nothing elfe during the 
time he takes the medicine -, he fhould alfo be kept from 
water. The beft way to give it is in butter, and made up 
into balls, with a little flour. Care mufl: be taken that 
he does not throw it up again* After the laft day of the 
medicine, he may be fed as ufual. Various are the drenches 
and medicines which are given for this diforder, and all 
faid to be infallible : this laft, however, I prefer. The 
whole pack belonging to a gentleman in my neighbour- 
hood were bitten -, and he affures me, he never knew an* 
inftance of a dog who went mad, that had taken tljis me- 
dicine. — The caution, which I have recommen^(W to you, 
I flatter myfelf will preferve you from this dreadful ma- 
lady, for which I know not how to recommend a remedy. 
Several years ago I had a game-keeper much bitten in the 
fleihy part of his thigh ; a horfe, that was bitten at the 
fame time, died raving mad ; the man was cured by 
Sir George Cob's medicine.— I have heard the Ormflcirk 
medicine is alfo very good. I have given it to feveral 
people in my neighbourhood, and, I believe, with fuccefs j 
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at leaft, I have not, as yet, heard any thing to the con- 
trary. — ^Though I mention thefe as the two moft favourite 
remedies, I recommend neither. Somervile's advice, 
which I have already given, is what I recommend to 
you — if properly attended to, it will prevent the want of 
any remedy. 

P. S. A Treatife on canine madncfs, written by Dr. 
James, is worth your reading. You will find, that he 
prefcribes the fame remedy for the cure of madnefs in 
dogs, as I have mentioned here, but in diflferent quan- 
tities. I have however taken the liberty of recommend- 
ing the quantities above-mentioned, as they have been 
known ^ fuccecd in my neighbourhood, and as the effi- 
cacy of th«p has been very frequently proved. 



LET- 
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H E variety of queftions which you are pleafcd to 
aflc concerning the huntfman, will perhaps, be better 
anfwered, when we are on the fubjeft of hunting. In the 
mean time, I will endeavour to defcribe what a good 
huntfman (hould be. He fhould be young, ftrong, aftive, 
bold and enterprifing ; fond of the diverfion, and inde- 
fatigable in the purfuit of it; he fhould be fenfible and 
good tempered i he ought alfo to be fober j he Ihould be 
exad, civil, and cleanly i he Ihould be a good horfeman, 
and a good groom -, his voice fhould be flrong a^ clear 
and he Ihould have an eye fo quick, as to perc^e which 
of his hounds carries the fcent, when all are running j and 
fhould have fo excellent an ear, as always to diftinguilh 
the foremoft hounds, when he does not fee them. He 
fhould be quiet, patient, and without conceit. Such are 
the excellencies which conftitute a good huntfman : He 
fhould not, however, be too fond of difplaying them, 
till neceflity calls them forth. — He fhould let his hounds 
alone, whilft they can bunt^ and he fhould have genius to 

affift them, when tbey cannot. 

With 
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With regard to the whipper-in, as you keep two of 
them, (and no pack of fox-hounds is complete without) 
the firft may be confidered as a fecond huntfman, 
and Ihould have nearly the fame good qualities. It is 
neceflary befides, that he (hould be attentive and obedient 
to the huntfmani and as his horfe will probably have 
moft to do, the lighter he is, the better ^ tho' if he be a 
good horfeman, the objedlion of his weight will be fuf- 
ficiently overballanced. — He mufl: not be conceited. 
I had one formerly, who, inftead of flopping hounds as 

he ought, woxild try to kill a fox by himfelt This 

fault is unpardonable }— he fhould always maintain to 
the huntfman's halloo, and ftop fuch hounds as divide 
from i^^ When flopped, he ihould get forward with 
them after the huntfman. 

He muft always be contented to a6k an under part, 
except when circumftances may require that he fhould 
aft otherwife *s and the naoment they ceafe, he mufl not 
fail to refume his former flation.-— You have heard me 

• When the huntfman cannot be up with the hounds, the whipper- 
in fhould ; in which cafe, it is the bniinefs of the huntfman, to bring 
on the tail hounds along with him. 

fay. 
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fay, that where there is much riot, I prefer an excellent 
whipper-in to an excellent huntfman.— The opinion, I 
believe, is newj I muft therefore endeavour to explain 
it. — My meaning is this: that I think I fhould have better 
fport, and kill more foxes with a moderate huntfman, 
and an excellent whipper in, than with the beft of huntf- 
men without fuch an aiTiftant. You will fay, perhaps, that 
a good huntfman will make a good whipper-in j— not fuch, 
however, as I mean i — his talent muft be born with him. 
My reafons are, that good hounds, (and bad I would 
not keep) oftener need the one, than the other j and 
genius, which in a whipper-in, if attended by obedience, 
his firft requifite, can do no hurt; in a huntfman, is a 
dangerous, though a defirable quality ; and if not ac- 
companied with a large (hare of prudence, ai^fl mayfay 
humility, will often times fpoil your fport, and hurt your 
hounds, A gentleman told me that he heard the famous 
Will Dean, when his hounds were running hard in a line 
with Daventry, from whence they were at that time many 
miles dift^nt, fwear exceedingly at the whipper-in, faying 
** tVhat bujinefs have you bereV the man was amazed at 
the queftton, ** why don't you kno^in^ faid he, ** and be 
^^d^dtoyou^ that the great earth at Daventry is open?'' — 

The 
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The man got forward, and reached the earth juft time 
enough to fee the fox go in. — If therefore whippers-in be 
left at liberty to ad as they (hall think right, they are 
much lefs confined, than the huntfman himfelf, who 
muft follow his hounds j and confequently they have 
greater fcope to exert their genius, if they have any, 

I had adifpute with an old fportfman, who contended, 
that the whipper-in fhould always attend the huntfman, 
to obey his orders i (a ftable-boy, in that cafe, would 
make as good a whipper-in, as the beft :) but this is fo 
far from being the cafe, that he fhould be always on the 
*oppofite fide of the cover from him, or I am much 
miftakcn in my opinion : if within hearing of his halloo, 
he 16 tiea^fcenough } for that is the hunting fignal he is 
to obey.— The ftation of the fecond whipper-in may be 
near the huntfman, for which reafon any boy that can 
halloo, and make a whip fmack, may anfwer the purpofe. 

Your firft whipper-in being able to hunt the hounds 

occafionally, will anfwer another good purpofe j — it will 

keep your huntfman in order. — They are very apt to be 

impertinent, when, they think, you cannot do without 

them. 

When 
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When you go from the kennel, the place of the 
firft whipper-in is before the hounds i that of the fccond 
whipper-in (hould be fome diftance behind them j if not, 
I doubt if they will be fuffered even to empty themfelves, 
let their ncceflities be ever fo great ; for as foon as a boy 
is made a whipper-in, he fancies, he is to whip the hounds 
whenever he can get at them, whether they defcrve it, or not. 

I HATE always thought a huntfman a happy man : his 
office is pleafing, and at the fame time flattering; we pay 
him for that which diverts him, and he is enriched by 
his greatefl pleafurej nor is a General after a victory, ^ 
more proud, than is a huntfman who returns with his 
fox's head. 

I HAVi heard that a certain Duke who allowed no vails 
to his fervants, afked his huntfman what he generally made 
of his field money, and gave him what he afked, inflead 
of it : This went on very well for fome time, till at lafl 
the huntfman defired an audience. — " Your Grace" faid 
he, " is very generous, and gives me more than ever I 
«^ got from field-money in my life -, yet I come to beg a 
** favour of your Grace : — ^That you would let me take 

T " field- 
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^ field-money again ; for I have not half the pleafurc now 
*' in killing a fox, that 1 had before. 

As you aflc my opinion of fcent ; I think I had better 
give it you before we begin on the fubjeft of hunting. I 
muft, at the fame time, take the liberty of telling you, 
that you have puzzled me exceedingly; for fcent is, I 
believe, what we fportfmen know leaft about j and, to 
ufe the words of a great claflic writer s 

Hec Jum contentus^ quod eiiam fi quo quidque fiat ignorem, 
, quid fiat intelligo.^^Cic. de div* 

SoMj^viLE, who, as I have before obferved, is the only 
one I know of, who has thrown any light on the fubjcft 
of hunting, fays, I think, but little about fcent ; I fend 
you his words ; I Ihall afterwards add a few of my own. 

<< Should feme more curious iportfmen here inquire. 
Whence this fagacity, this wond'rous power 
Of tracing ftep by ftep, or man, or brute ? 
What guide invincible points out their way. 
O'er the dark marOi, bleak hill, and fandy plain } 
The courtDQiiS mufe Ihall the divk caufc mreal. 

The 
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The blood that from the heart inceflant rolls 

In many a crimfon tide, then here, and there 

In fmaller rills difpartcd, as it flows 

PropellM, the ferous particles evade. 

Thro' tb' open pores, and With the ambient air 

Entangling mix, as fuming vapours rife. 

And hang upon the gently purling brook^ 

There by the incumbent atmofphere comprefs*d 

The panting chace grows warmer as he flies, 

And thro* the net- work of the (kin perfpires j 

Leaves a long— fteaming— trail behind j which by 

The cooler air condens'd remains, unlefs 

By fome rude ftorm difpers'd, or rarify'd 

By the meridian fun's intenfer heat, 

To every fhrub the warm effluvia cling. 

Hang on the grafs, impregnate earth and flcies. 

With noftrils opening wide, o'er hill, o'er dale, 

The vig'rous hounds purfue, with ev'ry breath 

Inhale the grateful ftearo, quick pleafures {(ing ' 

Their tingling nerves, while they their thanks repay, 

And in triumphant melody confefs 

The titillating joy. Thus on the air 

Depends the hunters hopes." 

I CANNOT agree with Mr. Somervile> in thinking thac 
fccnt depends on the air only. It depends alfo on the foil. 
Without doubt, the beft fcent is that, which is occafioned 
by the effluvia, as he calls it, or particles of fcent, which. 
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' arc conftantly pcrfpiring from the game, as it runs, and 
are ftrongeft and moft favourable to the hound, when 
kept, by the gravity of the air, to the height of his bread; 
for then, it neither is above his reach, nor is it neccflary 
that he fhould ftoop for it. At fuch times, fcent is faid 
to lie breaft high. Experience tells us, that diflfcrence of 
foil, occafions difference of fcent ; and on the richnefs 
and moderate moifture of the foil, does it alfo depend, 
I think, as well as on the air. At the time leaves begin 
to fall, and before they arc rotted, we know that the fcent 
lies ill in cover. This alone would be a fufficient 
proof, that fcent does not depend on the air only. A dif- 
ference of fcent is alfo occafioned by difference of motions 
the fatter the game goes, the lefs fcent it leaves. When 
game has' been ridden after, and hurried on by imprudent 
fporcfmea, the fcent is lefs favourable to hounds ; one rea- 
fon of which may be, that the particles of fcent are then 
more diflipatcd. But if the game Ihould have been run 
by a dog, not belonging to the pack, feldom will any 
fcent remain. 

I BELIEVE it is very difficult to afcertain what fcent ex- 
aftly is : I have known it alter very often in the fame day. 

I be- 
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I believe, however, that it depends chiefly on two things, 
^ fbe condition the ground is in ; and^ the temperature of the 
" air i both of which, I apprehend, Ihould be moift, with- 
out being wet: when both are in this condition, the 
fcent is then perfeft -, and vice verfa, when the ground is 
hard, and the air dry, there feldom will be any fcent. — It 
fcarce ever lies with a north, or an eaft wind ; a fouthcrly 
wind without rain, and a wefterly wind that is not rough, 
are the moft favourable. — Storms in the air are great ene- 
mies to fcent, and feldom fail to take it entirely away.— 
A fine fun fhiny day, is not often a good hunting day ; 
but what the French call, jour des damesy warm without 
fun, is generally a perfeft one : there are not many fuch 
in a whole feafon. — In fome fogs, I have known the fcent 
lie high \ in others, not at all ; depending, I bdieve, on 
the quarter the wind is then in. — I have known it lie very 
high in a mid, when not too wet; but if the wet Ihould 
hang on the boughs and bufhes, it will fall upon the fcent, 
and deaden it. When the dogs roll, the fcent I have fre- 
quently obfcrved feldom lies j for what reafon, I know 
not; but, with permiflion, if they fmell ftrong, when 
they firft come out of the kennel, the proverb is in their 
favours and that fmell is a prognose of good luck. — 

When 
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When cobwebs hang on the bufhes, there is ieldom much 
fcent. — During a white froft the fcent lies high ; as it alfo 
does when the froft is quite gone : there is a time^ juft as 
it is going off*, when it never lies : it is a critical minute 
for hounds, in which their game is frequently loft. In a 
great dew the fcent is the fame. In heathy couptriesj 
where the game brulhes as it goes along, fcent feldom 
fails. Where the ground carries, the fcent is bad for a 
very evident reafon, which hare-huptcrs, who purfue their 
game over greafy fallows, and through dirty roidsj have 

great caufe to complain of. A wet night frequently 

pr duces good chacesj as then, the game neither like to 
run the cover, or the roads. — It has been often remarked^ 
that fcent lies beft in the richeft foils i and countries which 
are favoufable to horfes, are feldom fo to hounds. I 
have alfo 9bferved, that in fome particular places, fcent 
never lies. 

Never take out your hounds on a.very windy, or bad day. 

<< Thefe inaufpicious days, on other cares 
Employ thy precious hours ; th' improving friend 
With open arms embrace, and from his lips 

Glean 
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Glean fcience, feafon'd with good-naturM wit ; 
But if th* inclement fkies, and angry Jove, 
Forbid the pleafing intercourfe, thy books 
Invite thy ready hand, each facred page 
Rich with the wife remarks of heroes old.*' 



The fcntimcnts of Mr. Somcrvilc always do him 
honour^ but on no occafionj more than on this. 

In reading over my letter, I find I have ufed the word 
fmilly in a fcnfe that perhaps you will criticize.— -A gen- 
tleman, who, I fuppofe, was not the fwccteft in the world, 
fitting in the front boxes at the playhoufe, on a crowded 
night ; his neighbour very familiarly told him, that he 
fmelt ftrong : — ** No, Sir,** replied he, with infinite good 
humour,— it is you that /mell-^l ftink. 
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LETTER 



I 



l^HOUGMT that I had been wriring all this time to a fox^ 
hunter; and hitherto my letters have had no other obje&. 
I now receive a letter from you, full of queftions about 
hare-hunting i to all of which you expeft an anfwer. I 
mud tell you, at the fame time, that though I kept har- 
riers many years, if was not my intention, if you had not 
afked it, %o have written on the fubjed. By inclination, 
I wa^ never a hare-hunter -, I followed this diverfion more 
for air, and exei'cife, than for amufementf and if I 
could have perfuaded myfclf to ride on the turnpike road 
to the three-mile ftone, and ^back again, I ihould have 
thought that I had had no need of a pack of harriers.— Ex- 
cufe me, brother hare-hunters ! I mean not to offend ; I 
fpeak but relatively to my own particular fituation in 
the country, where hare-hunting is fo bad, that, it 
is more extraordinary I fhould have perfevered in it fo 
long, than that I fhould forfake it now. I refpeft hunting 
in whatever Ihape it appears s it is a manly> and a whole- 

fome 
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fytnc exercife> and feems, by nature^ defigned to be the • 
amufement of a Briton. 

You aflc, how many hounds a pack of harriers (bould 
confift of? and what kind of hound is beft fuited to that 

diverfion ? You fhould never exceed twenty couple in 

the field ; it might be difficult to get a greater number 
to run well together^ and a pack of harriers cannot be 
complete if they do not*: befides, the fewer hounds you 
have, the lefs you foil the ground, which you othcrwife 
would find a great hindrance to your Jiunting.— Your 
other queftion is not eafily anfwered ; the hounds, I thinks 
moft likely to fliew you fport, are between the large flow 
hunting harrier, and the little fox beagle: The former, 
are too dull, too heavy, and too flow; the latter, too 
lively, too light, and too fleet. The firft fpecics it is 
true, have mofl: excellent nofcs, and I make no doubt will 
kill their game at laft, if the day be long enough j but, 
you know, the days are fliort in winter, and it is bad hunt- 

* A hound that runs too fail for the reft, ought not to be kept. 
Some huntfmen, load them with heavy collars ; fome, tie a long ftrap 
round their necks ; a better way would be to part with them. Whether 
they go too flow, or too fail ; they ought, equally to be drafted. 

U ing 
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ing in the dark. The other, on the contrary, fling and 
dafli, and are all ajiv^j but every cold blaft affeds them^ 
and if your country be deep and wet, it is not impoflible 
that fome of them may be drowned. My hounds were a 
crpfs of both thefe kinds, in which it was my endeavour 
to get as much bone and ftrength, in as fm^ a compafs 
as poflible.— — It was a difficult undertaking.— I bred 
many years, and an infinity of hounds, before I could 
get what I wanted : I, at laft, had the pleafure to fee them 
very handfome j fmall, yet very bony ; they ran remar- 
kably well together; ran faft enough ; had all the alacrity 
that you could defire, and would hunt the coldeft fccnt. 
-—When they were thus perfcft, I did, as many others do— 
I parted with them. 

It may be neceiffary to unfay, now that I am turned 
hare-hunter again, many things I have been faying, as a 
fox-hunter, as I hardly know any two things, of the fame 
genus, (if I may be allowed the cxpreffion) that differ 
fo entirely. What I faid in a former letter, about the 
huntfman and whipper-in, is in the number : as to the 
huntfman, I think, he (hould not be young: I fhould 
ipoft certainly prefer one, as the French call it, d'un cer- 
tain 
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tain age, a^ he is to be quiet and patient ; for patience, ht 
(hould be a very Grizzle ; and the more quiet he is; tlvc 
better. He fliould have infinite pcrfeverance j for a hare 
fiiould never be given up, whilft it is poflible to hunt 
her : flic is lure to ftop, and therefore may always be re- 
covered. Were it ufual to attend to the breed of our 
huntfmen, as well as to that of our hounds, I know nd 
family that would furnifli a better crofs than that of the 
Jllent gentleman^ mentioned by the fpeftator : a female of 
his line, crofled with a knowing huntfman, would pro- 
bably produce a perfeft hare-hunter. 

The whipper-in alfo has little to do with him, whom I 
before defcribed : yet he may be like the fccond whip- 
per-in to a pack of fox-hounds j the ftable-boy who is 
to follow the huntfman : but I would have him fiill more 
confined, for he fliould not dare even to ftop a hound, or 
fmack a whip, without the huntfman'^ order. Much 
noife and rattle is diredly contrary to the firft principled 
of hare-hunting, which is, to be perfedUy quiet, and to 
let your hounds alone. I have feen few hounds fo good 
as town packs, that have no profeflcd huntfman to follow 
them. If they have no one to aflift them, they have at 

U a the 
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the fame time, no one to interrupt them j whieh, I be- 
lieve, for this kind of hunting, is ftill more material. 
I (hould, however, mention a fault I have obferved, and 
which fuch hounds muft of neceflity fometimes be guilty 
of J that is, running back the heel. Hounds are naturally 
fond of fcent ; if they cannot carry it forward, they wiU 
turn, and hunt it back again : hounds, that are left to 
themfelves, make a fault of this ; and it is, I think, the 
only one they commonly have*— Though it be certainly 
beft to let your hounds alone, and thereby to give a;s 
much fcope to their natural inftinft, as you can; yei;, 
in this particular inftance, you fliould check it mildly ; 
for, as it is almoft an invariable rule in $ill hunting, to 
make the head good, you Ihould encourage them to try 
forward firftj which may be done without taking them 
off their nofcs, or without the leaft prejudice to their 
hunting. If trying forward fhould not fucceed, they may 
then be fuffered to try back again, which you will find 
them all ready enough to do ; for they are fenfible how 
far they brought the fcent, and where they left it. Th^ 
love of fcent is natural to them, and they have infinitely 
more fagacity in it, than we ought to pretend to.— I have 
no doubt, that they often think us very obftinate j and, 

very foolifli. 

Harriers, 
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Hari^urS) to be good, like all other hounds^ mufi: 
}>e kept to tticir own game. If you run fox with them, 
you fpoU them. Hounds cannot be perfect, unlefs ufed 
to OQC (cent, and one ftile of hunting. Harriers run fox 
in fo different a ftilc from bare, that it is of great differ- 
Yicc to them, wh^n they return to hare again. It makes 
them wild, ^nd teaches them to Ocirt. — The high fccnt, 
which a fox leaves, the ftraitncfs of his running, the eager- 
nefs of the purfuit, and the noife that generally accom- 
panies it, all contribute to fpoil a harrier. 

I HOPB you agree with me, that it is a fault in a pack of 
harriers to go too faft ; for a hare is a little timorous ani- 
mal, which we cannot help feeling fome compafHon for, 
at the very time when we are purfuing her deftruftion : we 
ihould give fcope to all her little tricks, nor kill her 
foully, and over-matched*. Inftinft inftru6ts her to make 

• The critic terms this *' a mode of deftruf^ion fomewhat beyond 
brutal,'* (vide Monthly Review.) I fliall not pretend to juftify that 
conventional cruelty, which feems fo univcrfally to prevail— neither 
will I aik the gentleman, who is fo fevere on mc, why he feeds the 
}amb, and afterwards cuts his throat ; but to confider cruelty under 
the narrow limits, which concern the cafe of hunting— if it may be 
defined to be, a pleafure which refults from giving pain ; then, cer- 
tainly, a fportfman, it much lefs cruel, than, he is thought. 

a good 
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t gpDod defence^ when not iinfiurly freju:ed ; ttid I wM 
Tcnmre to fay^ that^ as far as her own hJktf is coMemedi 
Ak has more cumnng than the fox, and malces tamy fliifcg 
to fare her life> far beyond all hts artifke. Without 
doubts you have often beard of hares^ who^ from the 
miraculous efcapes they have made^ have bein^ thought 
itHtcbesi but, I believe, you never heard of a fox that 
had cunning enough to be thought a Gizzard. 

They, who like to rife early, have amufem^nt in 
feeing the hare trailed to her form ; it is of great fervice 
to hounds ; it alfo (hews their goodnefs to the huntfman 
more than any other hunting, as it difcovers to him thofc 
who have the moft tender nofes. But, I confefs, I fel- 
dom judged it worth while to leave my bed a moment 
fooner on that account. I always thought hare-hunting 
(hould be taken as a ride after breakfafl, to get us an ap- 
petite to our dinner. If you make a ferious bufinefs of 
it, I think you fpoil it. Hare-finders, in this cafe, arc 
neceffary : it is agreeable to know where to go immedi- 
ately for your divcrfion, and not beat about, for hours 
perhaps, before you find. It is more material, I think, 
with regard to the fecond hare than the firft: for if 

you 
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you arc warmed with your galIop> the waiting long in 
the cold afterwards^ hy I belieTC^ as unwholefome^ as it 
is dHagreeable. Whoever does not mind this, had better 
let his hounds find their own game i they will certainly 
hunt it with more fpirit afterwards, and he will have 
a pleafiire himfelf in cxpcftation, which no certainty can 
ever give. Hare-finder make hounds idle; they alfo 
make them wild. Mine knew the men, as well as I did 
myfelf ; could fee them almoft as far ; and would run^ 
foil cry, to meet them. Hare-finders are of one great 
ufc J they hinder your hounds from chopping hares, which 
they otherwife could not fail to do. I had in my pack 
one hound in particular, that was famous for it j he would 
challenge on a trail very late at noon, and had a good 
knack at chopping a hare afterwards ; he was one that 
liked to go the Ihorteft way to work, nor did he choofe 
to take more trouble than was neceflary. — Is it not won- 
derful that the trail of a hare fhould lie after fo many 
hours, when the fcent of her dies away fo foon ? 

Hares are faid, (I know not with what truth) to fore- 
fee a change of weather, and to feat themfelves accord- 
ingly. This is however certain, that they are feldom 

found 
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found in places much cxpofed to the wind. In inclofures^ 
I think, they more frequently are found near to a hedge, 
than in the middle of a field. They, who make a pro- 
fcffion of hare-finding, (and a very advantageous one it is 
in fome countries) are diredted by the wind where to look 
for their game. W.th good eyes and nice obfervation, 
they are enabled to find them, in any weather. You may 
make forms, and hares will fit in them. I have heard 
it is a common praftice with fhcpherds on the Wiltfhirc 
downs 5 and by making them on the fide of hills,, they 
can tell at a diftance oflT, whether there are hares in them, 
or not. Without doubt, people frequently do not find 
hares, from not knowing them in their forms. A gen-, 
tleman, courfing with his friends, was fhewn a hare that 
was found fitting — " Is that a hare ? " he cried, — '' tben^ 
«< hy Jove, I found two this morningy as we rode along.*' 

Though the talent of hare-finding is certainly of ufe, 
and the money collefted for it, when given to fliepherds, 
is money well bellowed by a fportfman, as it tends to the 
prefervation of his game ; yet I think, when it is indif- 
criminately given, that hare-finders often afe too well 
paid. I have known them freq^ucntly get more than a 

guinea 
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guinea for a fingle hare. I myfelf have paid five fhillings 
in a morning, for hares found fitting. To make our com- 
panions pay dearly for their diverfion, and oftentimes fo 
much more than it is worth ; to take from the pockets 
of men who oftentimes can ill afford it, as much as would 
pay for a good dinner afterwards, is, in my opinion, an 
ungenerous cuftom j and this confideration induced me 
to coiled but once, with my own hounds, for the hare- 
finders. The money was afterwards divided amongft 
them, and if they had lefs than half a crown each, I my- 
felf fupplied the deficiency. An old mifer, who had 

paid his (hilling, complained bitterly of it afterwards, 
and faid, " he had been made to pay ajhilling for two-petiny-^ 
^^ worth of /port.'' 

When the game is found, you cannot be too quiet : 
The hare is an animal fo very timorous, that (he is fre- 
quently headed back, and your dogs are liable to over- 
run the fcent, at every inftant : It is beft, therefore, to 
keep a confiderable way behind them, that they may have 
room to turn, as foon as they perceive they have loft the 
fcent ; and, if treated in this manner, they will feldom 
over-run it much. Your hounds, through the whole 

X chace. 
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chace, Ihould be left almoft entirely to thcmfelvcs, nor 
fhould they be hallooed much : when the hare doubles, 
they fhould hunt through thofe doubles ; nor is a hare 

hunted fairly, when hunted otherwife. They (hould 

follow her every ftep (he takes, as well over greafy fallows, 
as through flocks of (heep j nor fhould they ever be cafV, 
but when nothing can be done without it. I know a 
gentleman, a pleafant fportfman, but a very irregular 
hare^hunter, who does not exaftly follow the method here 
laid down. As his method is very extraordinary, I will 
relate it to you. His hounds are large and fleet; they 
have at times hunted every thing j red deer, fallow deer, 
fox, and hare 5 and muft in their nature have been moft 
excellent ; fince, notwithftanding the variety of their 
game, they are flill good. When ^ hare is found fitting, 
he feldom fails to give his hounds 4 view; and as they 
all halloo, and make what noife they can, fhe is half 
frightened to death immediately. This done, he then 
fends his whipper-in to ride after her, with particular 
dircftions not to let her get out of his fight; and he has 
found out, that this is the only proper ufe of a whipper-in, 
•f-If they come to a piece of fallow, or a flock of iheep, 
the hounds ^e not fuflfi^red to hui^t any longer, but are 

capped 
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capped and hallooed as near to the hare as poffible v by 
this time the poor devil is near her end, which the next 
view generally finifties ; the ftrongeft hare, in this man- 
ner, feldom (landing twenty minutes j but, my friend 
fays, a hare is good eating, and he therefore thinks that 
he cannot kill too many of them. By what Martial fays, 
I fuppofe be was of the fame opinion.— « 

<< Inter quadrupedes gloria prima lepus." 

J propos to eating them.— ^I muft tell you> that in the 
Encyclopedic, a book of univerfal knowledge, where, of 
courfe, I expc<5ted to find fpmething on hunting, which 
might be of fervice to you, as a fportfman, to know, 
I found the following advice, about the dreffing of a 
hare, which may be of ufe to your cook ; and the regard 
I have for your health will not fuffer me to conceal it 
from you.-—" On mange le levraut roti dans quelque^ provinces 
" du riumnme, en Gajcogne et en Languedocy par exempky avee 
*' une Jauce cosnpofee de vinaigre et dejucr^y qui eft mauvaife^ 
«' tmUfaine en foi ejintiellementy mats qui eft JurtQut abomi^ 
*' nable pour Sous ctux qui n'y font pas ac^outumes*' You, 
without doubt, dicrefofe, will think yourfelf obliged to 

X 2 the 
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the authors of the Encyclopedic for their kind and friendly 
information. 

Having heard of a foiall pack of beagles to be dif- 
pofed of in Derbyftiire, I fent my coachman, the perfon 
whom I could at that time beft fpare, to fetch them. It 
was a long journey, and not having been ufed to hounds, 
he had fome trouble in getting them along ; alfo, as ill 
luck would have it, they had not been out of the kennel 
for many weeks before, and were fo riotous, that they ran 
after every thing they faw j fheep, cur-dogs, and birds of 
all forts, as well as hares and deer, I found had been his 
amufement, all the way along : however, he loft but one 
hound ; and when I aflced him what he thought of them, 
he faid— '* they could not fail of being good hounds, for 
" they would hunt, any thiug.^^ 

In your anfwer to my laft letter, you aflc, of what fer- 
vice it can be to a huntfman to be a good groom \ and, 
whether I think he will hunt hounds the better for it. — 
I wonder you did not rather a(k why he fhould be cUanly f 
—I fhould be more at a lofs how to anfwer you. My 
huntfman ha3 always the care of his own horfes i I never 

yet 
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yet knew one, who did not think himfelf capable of it ; 
it is for that reafon I wilh him to be a good groom. 

You fay that you cannot fee how a huntfman of genius 
can Ipoil your fport, or hurt your hounds ? — I will tell 
you how : — by too much foul play he frequently will 
catch a fox before he is half tired ; — and by lifting his 

hounds too much, he will teach them to fhuffle. An 

improper ufe of the one, may fpoil your fport ; too fre- 
quent ufe ofthe other muft hurt your hounds. 



LET- 
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LETTER 



XI. 



I 



HAVE already obferved, that a trail in the morning 
is of great fervicc to hounds; and, that to be perfetft they 
fhould always find their own game : for the method of 
hare-finding, though more convenient, will occafion fomc 
vices in them, which it will be impoffible to correft. 



Mr. Somervile's authority ftrengthens my obfervation> 
that, when a hare is found, all fhould be quiet : nor fhould 
you ride near your hounds, till they are well fettled to 
the fcent. 



.let all be hufhy. 



No clamour loud, no frantic joy be heard ; 
Left the wild hound run gadding o'er the plain 
Untraflable, nor hear thy chiding voice/* 

The natural eagernefs of the hounds will, at fuch a 
time, firquently carry even the bcft of them, wide of the 
fcent ; which, too much encouragement, or preffing too 
clofc upon them, may continue beyond all poflibility of 

recovery: 
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recovery : this fhould be always guarded againft.— After 
a little while, you have lefs to fear,— You may then ap- 
proach them nearer, and encourage them more: leav- 
ing, however, at all times, fufficient room for them to 
turn, Ihould they over- run the fcent. On high roads, and 
dry paths, be always doubtful of the fcent, nor give them 
much encouragement ; but when a hit is made on either 
fide, you may halloo ^s much as you pleafe ; nor can you 
then encourage your hounds too much. A hare, gene- 
rally, defcribes a circle as Ibc runs } larger or lefs, ac- 
cording to her ftrength, and the opennefs of the country. 
In inclofures, and where there is much cover, the circle 
is for the moft part fo fmall, that it is a conftant puzzle 

to the hounds. They have a Gordian knot, in that 

cafe, ever to unloofe j and though it may afford matter 
of fpeculation to the philofopher, it is always contrary to 
the wiflies of the fportfman.-^Such was the country I 
hunted in for many years.. 

<< Huntfinan ! her gait obfcrvc ; if in wide rings 

She wheel her mazy way, in the fame round 

Perfifting ftill, flje'll foil the beaten track. 

But if (he fly, and with the favoring wind 

Urge her bold courfe, lefs intricate thy taflc : 

Pufli on thy pack.** Sombrvils. 

Befides 
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Befides running the foil, they frequently make doubles, 
which IS going forward, to tread the fame fteps back 
again, on purpofe to confufe their purfuers : and the fame 
manner in which they make the firft double, they gene- 
rally continue, whether long or fliort. This information, 
therefore, if properly attended to by the huntfman, may 
be of ufe to him in his cafts. * 

When they make their double on a high road, or dry 
path, and then leave it with a fpring, it is often the occa- 
fion of a long fault : the fpring, which a hare makes on 
thefe occafions, is hardly to be credited, any more, than 
is her ingenuity in making it 5 both are wonderful ! 



-let cavillers deny 



That brutes have reafon j fure ^tis fomcthing more : 
'Tis heaven directs, and ftratagems infpire. 
Beyond the fliort extent of human thought." 

SoMERVJLE. 

She frequently, after running a path a confiderable way, 
will make a double, and then flop till the hounds have 
pad her j fhe will then fleal away as fecretly as fhe can, 
and return the fame way fhe came. ^ This is the greateft 
of all trials for hounds. It is fo hot a foil, that in the 
beft packs there are not many hounds that can*hiint it; 

you 
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you muft follow thofc hounds that can, and try to hit her 
off where (he breaks her foil, which in all probability 
fhc will foon do, as Ihe now flatters herfelf (he is fecure.— 
When the fcent lies bad in cover, flie will fometimes fceni 
to hunt the hounds. — 



-The covert*s utmc^ bound 



Slily file ikirts ; behind them cautious creeps^ 
And in that very track, fo lately ftain'd 
By all the fteaming crowd, feems to purfue 
The foe flie flies - 

SOMERYIIiB.. 

When the hounds are at a check, make your huntfman 
ftand ftill, nor fuffer him to move his horfe one way, or 
the other : hounds lean naturally towards the fcent, and 
if he does not fay a word to them, will foon recover it* 
If you fpeak to a hound at fuch a time, calling him by 
his name, which is too much the praftice, he feldom 
fails to look up in your face^ as much as to fay, what the 
deuce d% you want ?— wheit he (loops to the fcent again, 
is it not probable that he means to fay, you fool you^ let 
me alone. 

When your hounds are at fault, let not a word be faid : 
let fuch as follow them ignorantly and unworthily, (land 

Y all 
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all sAoof-^Procul, O procul efteprpfani! for whilft fuch are 

chattering, not a hound will hunt. A propos^ Sir, a 

politician will fay, — What news from America ?— ^ pro^ 
poSy — Do you think both the Admirals will be tried ?— 
Or, a proposy — Did you hear what has happened to my 
grand-mother ? Such queftions are, at fuch a time, ex- 
tremely troublcfome, and very ^j/-<!i*jpr<?p^/.— *— Ailiongft 
the antients, it was reckoned an ill omen to fpeak in hunt-* 
ing — I wifti it were thought fo now. — Hoc age, fliould 
be one of the firft maxims in hunting, as in life j and I 
can aflure you, when I am in the field, I never wiih ta 

hear any other tongue than that of a hound. A neigh« 

hour of mine was fo truly a hare-hunter in this particular, 
that he would not fufFer any body to fpeak a word when 
his hounds were at fault : — ^A gentleman happened to 
cough, he rode up to him immediately, and faid, ^^ Iwi/b, 
'^ Sir, with all my heart, that your cough was better.^* 

In a good day, good hounds feldom give up the fcent 
at head j if they do, there is generally an obvious reafon 
for it : this obfervation a huntfman ihould always nuke s 
it will dired his caft. If he be a good one, he will at- 
tend, as he goes, not only to his hounds, nicely gbferying; 

which 
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which have the lead ; and^ the degree of fcent thejr carry j 
but, alfo, to the various circumftances that are continu- 
ally happening from change of weather, and difference of 
ground* He will likewife be mindful of the diftance 
which the hare keeps before the hounds, and of her for- 
mer doubles, and he will remark, what point {he maizes 
to. All thefe obfervations will be of ufc, fhould a long 
fault make his afTiftance neceflary ; and, if the hare has 
headed back, he will carefully obferve, whether fhe met 
with any thing in her courfe to turn her -, or, turned of 
her own accord. When he cafts his hounds, let him be- 
gin by making a fmall circle -, if that will not do, then 
let him try a larger j he afterwards may be at liberty to 

pcrfevere in any cafl-, he (hall judge mod likely, As a 

hare generally revifits her old haunts, and returns tp the 
place where flie was firft found; if the fcent be quite 
gone, and the hounds can no longer hunt ; that is as 

likely acaft as any to recover her. Let him remember 

in all his cafts, that the hounds are not to follow his horfes 
heels, nor are they to carry their heads high, and nofes 
in the air.— At thefe times they muft try for the fcent, or 
they will never find it, and he is either to make his caft 

y 2 quick 
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q^lick or flow, as he perceives his hounds try, and as the 
fccnt is either good or h»d* 

Give particular direftions to your huntfman to prevent 
his hounds, as much as he can, from chopping hares. 
Huntfmen like to get blood at any ratei and, when 
hounds are ufed to it, it would furprize you to fee how 

attentive they are to find opportunities. A hare muft 

be very wild, or very nimble, to efcape them. I remem- 
ber, in a furzy country, that my hounds chopped three 
hares in one morning j for it is the nature of thofe ani- 
mals either to leap up before the hounds come near them, 
and Jieal away^ as it is called j or elfe to lie clofe, till 
they put their very nofes upon them.— —Hedges, alfo, 
are very dangerous \ if the huntfman beat the hedge him* 
felf, which is the ufual pradbice, the hounds are always 
upon the watch, and a hare muft have good luck to ef- 
cape them all. The beft way to prevent it, is to have the 
hedge well beaten at fome diftance before the hounds. 

Hares feldom run fo well, as when they do not know 
where they are. They run well in a fog, and generally 
takp a good country. If they fet oflf down the wind, they 

feldom 
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ftldom return j you then cannot pufli on your hounds too 
much. When the game is finking, you "will perceive 
your old hounds get forward; they then, will run at 
head. 

** Happy the man, who with unrivaird fpecd 
Can paft his fellovrs, and with pleafure view 
The ftruggling pack ; bow in the n^id courfe 
Alternate they preflde, and joftling pufh 
To guide the dubious fcent j how giddy youth 
Oft babbling errs, by wifer age reprorM ; 
How, niggaid of his ftrengtb, the wife oki houn4 
Hangs in the rear, 'till fome important point 
Roufe all his diligence, or till the chace 
Sinking he finds } then to the head be fprings. 
With thirft of glory fir'd, and wins the prize." 

SoMU 

Keep no babblers; for though the pack foon find 
them out) and mind them not, yet it is unpleafant 
to hear their noifc 5 nor are fuch fit companions for the 
reft. 

Though the Speftator make us laugh at the oddity of 
his friend. Sir Roger, for returning a hound, which he 
faid was an excellent hajs^ becaufe he wanted a counter^ 
tenor \ yet I am of opinion, that if we attended more to 

the 
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the variety of notes frequently to be met with in the 
tongues of hounds, it might greatly add to the harmony 
of the pack, I do not know that a complete concert 
could be attained, but it would be eafy to prevent dif- 
cordant founds. 

Keep no hound that runs falfe : the lofs of one hare is 
more than fuch a dog is worth. 

It is but reafonable to give your hounds a hare fome- 
times: I always gave mine the laft they killed, if, I 
thought, they deferved her. 

It is too much the cuftom, firft, to ride over a dog, 
and th«n cry ware horfe. — Take care not to ride over your 
hounds : I have known many a good dog fpoilcd by it : 
in open ground caution them firft ; you may afterwards 
ride over them, if you pleafe ; but in roads and paths 
they frequently cannot get out of your way i it furely 
then is your bufineft, either to ftop your horfe, or break 
ii way for them, and the not doing it, give me leave to 
fay, is not lefs abfurd than cruel j nor can that man be 
called a good fportfman, wlio thus wantonly dcftroys his 

own 
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own fport. — Indeed, good fportfmcn feldom ride on the 
line of the tail hounds. 

An acquaintance of mine, when he hears any of his 
fervants fay ware horfe ! halloos out— ware horfe l^^ware 
dog ! and be hang'd to you. 

You afk how my warren hares are caught ?— 'it Ihall be 
the fubjcft of my next letter. 



LET. 
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LETTER Xll. 



j[ O U wilh to know how my warren hares are caught ? 
they are caught in trapSj not unlike to the common rat- 
traps. I leave mine always at the mufes^ but they are^ 
only, when hares are wanted: the hares, by thus con- 
ftantly going through them, have no miftruft, and are 
eafily caught. Thefe traps ihould be made of old wood, 
and even then, it will be fome time before they will ven- 
ture through them. Other mufes muft: be alfo left open, 
leaft a diftafte fliould make them forfake the place. To 
my warren I have about twenty of thefe traps j though, 
as the (lock of hares is great, I fcldom have occafion to 
fet more than five or fix, and fcarcely ever fail of catching 
as many hares. The warren is paled in, but I found it 
neceffary to make the mufes of brick i that is, where the 
traps are placed. Should you at any time, wifh to make 
a hare- warren, it will be neceffary for you to fee one firft^ 
and examine the traps^ boxes^ and ftoppers, to all which^ 

there 
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there are particularities^ not eafy to be defcribed. Should 
you perceive the hares, towards the end of the feafon, to 
become (hy of the traps, from having been often caught, 
it will be neceffary to drive them in with fpaniels. Should 
this be the cafe, you will find them very thick round the 
warren i for the warren-hares will be unwilling to leave it, 
and, when difturbed by dogs, will imnnediately ga in. 

If you turn them out before greyhounds, you cannot 
give them too much law; if before hounds,, you cannot 
give them too little : for reafons which I will prefently 
add. Tho' hares, as I told you before, never run fo well 
before hounds, as when they do not know where they 
are j yet before greyhounds it is the reverfe j and, your 
trap-hares, to run weU, fhould always be turned out 
within their knowledge : They are naturally timid, and 
are eafily dilheartened, when they have no point to make 
to for fafety. 

If you turn out any before your hounds, (which, if it 
be not your wifh, I (hall by no means recommend,) give 
them not much time, but lay on your hounds as foon as 
they are out of view: if you do not, they will be likely 

Z to 
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to ftop, which b oftentimes fatal.-^Vicws arp at all times 
to be a;Toided9 but particularly with trap-hares j for, as 
thcfe know not where they are, the hounds have too great 
an advantage over them. — It is bed to turn them down 
the wind -, they hear the hounds better, and feldom turn 
again. — Hounds for this buGncfs, ftiould not be too fleet. 
— Thefe hares, run ftraight and make no doubles ; they 
leave a ftrong fcent, and have other objedbions in com- 
mon with animals turned out before hounds j they may 
give you a^^^allop, they will, however, fhew but little 
hunting.— The hounds are to be hunted like a pack of 
fox-hounds, as a trap-hare runs very much in the fame 
manner, and will even top the hedges. What I fhould 
prefer to catehing the hares in traps, would be, a warren 
in the midft of an open country, which might be flopped 
clofe on hunting-days. This would fupply the whole 
country with hares, which, after one turn round the warren, 
would moft probably run ftraight an end. — ^The number 
of hares which a warren will fupply, is hardly to be con- 
ceived 5 I feldom turned out lefs in one year than thirty 
brace of trap-hares ; befides a great many more killed in 
the environs, of which no account was taken. My warren 
is a wood of near thirty acres i one of half the fize would 

anfwcr 
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anfwer the purpofe t>erHaps as well. Minie is ' cut 6utj 
into many walks i a fmaller warren fhould have only on^^ 
and ibat round the outfide of it. No dog Ibould ever 
be fufiered to go into it : and traps ftiould be conftantty 
fet for floats and polecats.— ^It is faid^ parfley makes hares 
ftrong ; they certainly are very fond of eating it : it there- 
fore cannot be amifs to fow fome within the warren, as it 
may be a means of keeping your hares more at home. 

I HAD once fome converfation with a gentleman about 
the running of my trap-hares, vrho faid he had been 
told that catching a hare, and tying a piece of rib-^ 
bon to her ear, was a fure way to make her run ftrait. — 
I make no doubt of it— and fo would a canifter tyed to 
her tail. 

I AM forry you fliould think I began my firft letter on 
the fubjeft of hare -hunting, in a manner that might of- 
fend any of my brother fportfinen. It was not hare- 
hunting I meant to depreciate, but the country I had 
hunted hare in. — It is good diverfion in a good coun- 
try :— you are always certain of iport s and if you really 
love to fee your hounds hunt j the hare, when properly 
hunted, will (hew you more of it, than any other animal. 

Z 2 You 
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You aft me, what is the right time to leave off hare- 
hunting ?— You fliould be guided in that by the feafon : 
you fhould never hunt after March j and, if the feafon be 
forward, you Ihould leave off fooner. 

Having now fo confiderably exceeded the plan I firft 
propofed, you may wonder, if I omit to fay any thing of 
ftag'bunting. Believe me, if I do, it will not be for want 
of refpeft ; but becaufe I have feen very little of it. It is 
true, I hunted two winters at Turin j but their hunting, 
you know, is no more like ours, than is the hot meal 
we there ftood up to eat, to the Englilh breakfafl: we 
fit down to i^^.— Were I to defcribe their manner of 
hunting, their infinity of dogs, their number of Jiuntfmcn, 
their relays of horfes, their great faddles, great bitts, and 
jack boots, it would be no more to our prefent purpofe, 
than the defcription of a wild boar chace in Germany, 
or the hunting of jackalls in Bengal. Ceft une cbajfe 
magnifiquey et voila tout. — ^However, to give you an idea 
of their huntfmen, I muft tell you that one day, the flag 
(which is very unufual) broke cover, and left the foreftj 
a circumftfance, which gave as much pleafure to me, as dif- 
pleafure to all the reft — it put every thing into confufion* 
— I followed one of the huntfmen, thinking he knew the 

country 
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comitry bcil, , but it was aot long brfpre y^e were fepa- 
rated i the firft ditch we came to, flopped h(im ; I, eager 
to go on, hallood out to him, allans^ Piqueur, Jautez 
donc.^^^^ Non fardi^'* replied he, very coolly, *^ e'eft un 

** double fojfi—je ne faute pas des double fojfes. There 

was alfo an odd accident the fame day, which, as it hap* 
pened to a great man, even to the King himfelf, you 
may think interefting ; befides, it was the occafion of a 
hon mot worth your hearing — The King, eager in the 
purfuit, rode into a bog, and was difmounted — he was 
not hurt — he was foon on his legs, and we were all Hand- 
ing round him. — One of his old Generals, who was at 
fome diftance behind, no fooner faw the king off his 
horfe, but he rode up full gallop to know the caufe, 
" ^'C^ ce que c'eft? qu\ft ce que c'eftV cries the good 
old general, and in he tumbles into the fame bog. Count 
KevenhuUer, with great humour replied, pointing to the 
place, " vaila ce que c^eft ! voila ce que c^efi /— " 

With regard to the flag-hunting in this country, as 
I have already told you, that I know but little of it; 
you will without doubt think it a fufficient reafon for my 
being filent about it. 

LET. 
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LETTER XIII. 

X N fomc of the preceding letters we have, I think, fet- 
tled the bulineis of the kennel in all its parts ; and, de- 
termined what ihouM be the number, and what, the 
qualifications of the attendants on the hounds : we 
alfo agree in opinion, that a pack fhould confift of 
about twenty- five couple; I fhall now proceed to give 
fome account of the ufe of them. You defire that I would 
be as particular, as if you were to hunt the hounds your- 
felf : To obey you, therefore, I think I had better fend 
you a defcription of an imaginary chace, in which I Ihall 
be at liberty to defcribe fuch events as probably may hap- 
pen, and to which your prefent enquiries feem moft to 
lead; a further and more circumftantial explanation of 
them will neceflarily become the fubjed of my future 
letters. I am at the fame time well aware of the difficul* 
tics attending fuch an undertaking. A fox-chace is not 
eafy to be defcribed — ^yet as even a faint defcription of it 
may ferve, to a certain degree, as an anfwer to the various 

queftions 
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qucftions which you are pleafed to make concerning that 
diverfion, I Ihall profecute my attempt in fuch a manner, 
as I think may fuic your purpofe beft. — As 1 fear it may 
read ill, it fhall not be long. A gentleman, to whofe un- 
derftanding nature had moft evidently been fparlhg of her 
gifts, as often as he took up a book, and met with a paT- 
fage which he could not comprehend, was ufed to write in 
the margin oppofite matiere emh-ouillee, and gave himfelf no 
further concern about it. As different caufes have been 
known to produce the fame effefts, fhould you treat me in 
like manner, I jfhall think it the fevereft cenfure that can 
be paffed upon me. Our friend Somervile, I apprehend, 
was no great fox-hunter $ yet all he fays on the fubjed of 
hunting is fo fenfible and juft> that I Ihall turn to his ac- 
count of fox-hunting, and quote it where I can.— -The hour 
in the morning, moft favourable to the diverfion, is cer- 
tainly an early one ; nor do I think I can fix it better than 
to fay, the hounds fhould be at the cover at fun-rifing. 
Let us fuppofe that we are arrived at the cover fide. — 



« Delightful fcene ! 

Where all around is gay, men, horfes, dogs ; 
And in each fmiling countenance appears 
Frefh blooming health, and univerfal joy. 



S0M£RV. 

Now 
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Now let your buntfman throw in his hounds as quietly 
as he can, and let the two whippers-in keep wide of him 
on either hand, fo that a lingle hound may not efcape 
them ; let them be attentive to his halloo, and be ready 
to encourage, or rate, as that direfts ; he will, of courfc, 
draw up the wind, for reafons which I fhall give in ano- 
ther place.— Now, if you can keep your brother fportf- 
men in order, and put any difcretion into them, you 
are in luck •, they more frequently do harm than good : 
if it be poffible, perfuade thofe who wifli to halloo the 
fox off, to ftand quiet under the cover fide, and on no 
account to halloo him too foon : if they do, he moft 
certainly will turn back again : could you entice them all 
into the cover, your Iport, in all probability, would not 
be the worfe for it. 

How well the hounds fpread the cover ! the huntfman 
you fee is quite deferted, and his horfe, which fo lately 
had a crowd at his heels, has not now one attendant left. 
How fteadily they draw ! you hear not a fingle hound ; 
yet none are idle. Is not this better than to be fubjed 
to continual difappointnment, from the eternal babbling 
of unfteady hounds ? 

'' Sec I 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



fl U H T I N G. 1^7 

*t , See ! how they range 

Difpers'd, how bufily this way and that. 
They crofs, examining with curious nofe 
Each likely haunt. ' Hark ! on the drag I heaf 
Their doubtful notes, preluding to a cry 
More nobly full, and fwell'd with every mouth." 

SOMBRV* 



ttow mulical their tongues ! — Now as they get nearer to 
him> how the chorus fills ! — Hark ! he is found.— --Now, 
where are all your forrows, and your cares, ye gloomy 
fouls ! Or where your pains, and aches, ye complaining 
ones! one halloo has difpelled them all. — Whataciafh 
they make ! and echo feemingly takes pleafure to repeat 
the found* The aftoniftied traveller forfakes his road> 
lured by its melody; the liftening plowman now Hops 
his plow ; and every diftant Ihepherd neglefts his flock, 
and runs to fee him break.— What joy ! what eagernefs 
in every face 1 

•* How happy art thou, toan, when thou*rt no more 
Thy felf I when all the pangs that grind thy foul. 
In rapture and in fweet oblivion loft. 
Yield a ihort interval, and eafe from pain ! '^ 

SoMERV. 

A a Mark 
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Mark how he runs the coirer*s ucinoft limicS) yet dare not 
venture forth ; the hounds are ftill too near ! — ^That check 
is lucky !— now, if our friends head him not, be will foon 
be off— hark ! they halloo : by G — d he's gone ! 

i« Hark ! what loud fhouts 

Re-echo thro' the groves ! he breaks away : 

Shrill horns proclaim bis flight. Each ftraggling hcmnd 

Strains o'er the lawn to reach the diftant pack. 

'Tis triumph all, and joy." Som. 

Now huntfman get on with the head hounds j the whip- 
per-in will bring on the others after you : keep an atten- 
tive eye on the leading hounds, that Ihould the fcent fail 
them, you may know at leaft how far they brought it. 

Mind Galloper^ how he leads them !— It is difficult to 
diftinguifti which is firfl:, they run in fuch a ftile i yet b^ 
is the foremoft hound, — The goodnefs of his nofe is not 
lefs excellent than his fpccd : — How he carries the fcent ! 
and when he lofes it, fee how eagerly he flings to recover 
it again ! — There — now he's at head again !— fee how they 

top the hedge ! Now, how they mount the hill !— — 

Obferve what a head they carry j and Ihew me, if you 
can, one fhuffler, or (kirtcr amongft them all : are they 

not 
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liDt like a parcel of brave fellows, who, when they engage 
in an undertaking, determine to fhare its fatigue, and its 
dangers, equally amongft them ? 

«< ■ Far o*er the rocky hills we range^ 



And dangerous our courfe ; but in the brave 
True courage never fails. In vain the ftream 
In foaming eddies whirls, in vain the ditch 
Wide-gaping threatens death. The craggy ftecp, 
Where the poor dizzy fhepherd crawls with care. 
And clings to every twig, gives us no pain ; 
But down we fweep, as ftoops the falcon bold 
To pounce his prey. Then up th' opponent hill. 
By the fwift motion flung, we itiount aloft : 
So fhips in winter feas now Aiding fmk 
Adown the fteepy wave, then tofs'd on high 
Ride on the billows, and defy the ftorm." 

SoMB&vilS* 

It was then the fox I faw, as we came down the hill 3-^ 
thofe crows diredled me which way to look, and the 
fheep ran from him as he paft along. The hounds are 
now on the very fpot, yet the fheep ftop them not, for 
they dafli beyond them. Now fee with what eagernefs 
they crofs the plain l-^GaUoper no longer keeps his place, 
^rujher takes it — fee how he flings for the fcent, and how 
impetuoufly he runs !— How eagerly he took the lead, 

A a 2 and 
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and bow he ftrives to keep \t — yet P^iff&r comes up apace, 
.—He reaches him ! — See what an excellent race it is 

between them I It is dopbtflil yyhich will reach the 

cover firft. — How equally they run 1— how eagerly they 

drain ! — now Viftor,-— Vidor ! Ah ! Brulher, you arc 

beaten ; Vi6tor firft tops the hedge.-^See there ! fee how 
they all take i% in cheir ftrokes I the hedge cracks with 
their weight -, fo many jump at once, — ~-*- 

Now haftes the whipper-in to the other fide of the 
cover; — he is right, unlefs he head the fox, 

*< Heav'ns ! what melodious ftrains ! how beat our hearts 

Big with tumultuous joy ! the loaded gales 

Breathe harmony j and as the tempcft drives 

From wood to wood, thro* cv'ry dark recefs 

The foreft thunders, and the mountains (bake/' Som. 

Liften l-^the hounds have turned. — They are riow in 
two parts : The fox has been headed back, and we have 
changed at laft.— • 

Now, my lad, mind the huntfman's halloo, and ftop 

to thofe hounds which he encourages. — He is right !— 

that, doubtlefs, is the hunted fox} — Now they are off 

again. -^ 
^ ** What 
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c< What kngtbd wc paft ! wh^rt will the wani'riiig.chAce 
Lead us bewilder'd ! fmooth as fwallows flcim 
The new-fliorn mead, and far more fwift we fly. 
Sec my brave pack ; how to the head they prcfs, 
Jnftling in ch>fe amy, then more difFuie 
Obliquely ^ithcel, while from their op'ning mouths 
The vollied thunder breaks. 

. .. Look back and view 

The ftrange confufion of the vale bcbw» 
Where fore vexation reigns ;■ ■ « 



-Old age laments 



His vigour fpent : the tall, plump, brawny youth 
Curfes his cumbrous bulk ; and envies now 
The (hort pygmean race, he whilom kenned 
With proud infulting leer, A chofen few 
Alone the fport enjoy, nor droop beneath 
Their pleafmg toils." 

SOMERVILEU 

Ha ! a check. — Now for a moment's patience ! — We prefs 
too clofe upon the hounds ! — Huntfman, ftand ftill ! as 
yet they want you not.-— How admirably they fpread ! 
how wide they caft ! is there a fingle hound that does not 
try ? if there be, ne'er (hall he hunt again. There, 
^rueman is on the fcent — he feathers, yet ftill is doubtful 
—'tis right ! how readily they join him ! See thofe wide 
cafting hounds, how they fly forward, to recover the 
ground they have loft !— Mind Ugbtningy how fhe daihes ; 

and 
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and MungOy how he works ! Old Frantic too, now pulhes 
forward ; Ihc knows, as well as we, the fox is finking. 



-Ha ! yet he flies, nor yields 



To -black defpair. But one loofe more, and all 
His wiles arc vain. Hark ! thro' yon village now 
The rattling clamour rings. The barns, the cots, 
And leaflefs elms return the joyous founds. 
'Thro' ev'ry homeftal], and thro' ev'ry yard. 
His midnight walks, panting, forlorn, he flies. 

SOM. 

Huntfman ! at fault at laft ? How far did you bring the 
fcent ? — Have the hounds made their own caft ? — Novr 
make yours. You fee that flieep-dog has been courfing 
the fox ; — get forward with your hounds, and make a 
wide caft- 

Hark ! that halloo is indeed a lucky one.— -If we can 
hold him on, we may yet recover him; for a fox, fb 
much diftreflcd, muft flop at laft. We now (hall fee if 
ihcy will hunt, as well as run ; for there is but little 
fcent, and the impending cloud ftill makes that little, lefs. 
How they enjoy the fcent !— fee how bufy they all arc, 
and how each in his turn prevails ! 

Huntsman ! be quiet ! Whilltthe fcent was good, you 

prcfs'd 
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prdVd oo youriiomids5*-Ht was well done t vkcn they came 
to a check; you ftood ftiU, and interrupted them not t— they 
were afterwards at fault; you made your ca(t with judg- 
ment, and loft no time. You now muft let them hunt ;— 
with fuch a cold fcent as this, you can do no good ; they 
muft do it all themfclves; — lift them now, and not a 
hound will ftoop again.<-»Ha ! a high road, at fuch a 
time as this, when the tendereft-nofed hound can hardly 
own the fcent ! — Another fault ! That man at work, then, 
has headed back the fox.— Huntfman ! caft not your 
hounds now, you fee they have over-run the fcent j have 
a little patience, and let them, for once, try back. 

We now muft give them time ;— fee where they bend 
towards yonder furze brake--— I wilh he may have ftopped 
there !— Mind that old hound, how he dafhes o*er the 
furze ; I think he winds him j— *Now for a freih entafis /— 
Hark ! they halloo ! — ^Aye, there he goes. 

It is nearly over with him ; had the hounds caught 
view he muft have died. — He will hardly reach the cover; 
— fee how they gain upon him at every ftroke !— It is an 
admirable race ! yet the cover faves him. ^> 

Noi)r 
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Now be quiet, and he cannot efcape us j we have the 
wind of the hounds, and cannot be better placed:— • 
how fliort he runs I — he is now in the very ftrongcft part 
of the cover. — What a cralh ! every hound is in, and 
every hound is running for him- Thar was a quick turn ! 
—Again another !— he's put to his laft ihifts. — Now 
Mifcbief is at his heels, and death is not far oflF.-^HaJ* 
they- all ftop at once ; — all filent, and yet no earth is open« 
Liften ! — now they are at him again ! — Did you hear that 
hound catch view ? they had over-run the fcent, and the 
fox had laid down behind them.-^Now, Reynard, look to 
yourfelf !— How quick they all give their tongues!— Little 
Dreadnougbty how he works him ! the terriers too, they 
now are fqucaking at him.— How clofe Vengeance purfues ! 
how terribly ftie preffes !— it is juft up with him ! — Gods ! 
what a cralh they make i the whole wood refounds !— • 
That turn was very fhort ! — ^Therc !— now ! — aye, now 
they have him ! Who-hoop I 
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LETTER XIV. 



J/ O X-Hunting, however lively and animating it may 
be in the field, is but a dull, dry fubjeft to write upon ; 
and I can now aflure you, from experience, that it is 
much lefs difEcult to follow a fox-chace, than to defcribe 
One. You will eafily imagine, that to give enough of 
variety to a fingle a6lion, to make it interefting, and to 
defcribe in a few minutes, the events of, perhaps, as 
many hours j though it pretends to no merit, has at leaft 
fome difficulty and trouble : and you will as eafily con- 
clude, that 1 am glad they are over. 

You defire me to explain that part of my laft letter, 
•which fays, // we can bold him on, we may now recover him* 
— It means, if we have fcent to follow on the line of him, 
it is probable he will ftop, and we may hunt up to him 
again. You alfo obje6t to my faying catch a fox ; you 
call it a bad exprcffion, and fay, it is noi/pcrtly-, I bcUcvc 

B b tha£ 
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that I have not often ufed it ; and when I have» it has 
been to diftinguifh betwixt the hunting a fox down, as 
you do a hare, and the killing of him with bard running. 
— You tell me, I Ihould always kill a fox, I might an- 
fwer— that I muft catch him, fir ft. 

You fay, that I h^ve not enlivened my chace with 
many halloos : it is true, I have not ; and whs^t is woriej 
I fear I am never likely to meet your approbation in that 
particular; for Ihould- we hunt together, then J mak^ 
no doubt you will think that I halloo too much % a fault 
which every one is guilty of, who really loves this ani^ 
mating fport, and is eager in the purfuit of it. Believe 
me, I never could halloo in rpy life, unlcfs after hounds i 
and the writing a h^loo, appe^s to pie almoft ^s difficult 
as to pen a whtfper. . 

Your friend A- , you fay, is very fcvere on us 

fox-hunters ;— no one is more welcome. However, he 
ought to have known that the profcflior of fox-hunting 
is much altered fince the time of Sir John Vanburgh i 
and the intemperance, clownifhnefs, and ignorance of the 
old fox-huncefi are quite worn oi)t \ ^ tpuch trupr dcfir 

nition 
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nition of one might now be made than that which he 
has left— Fox-hunting is now become the amufemeat of 
^entkmen i nor need any gentleman be afhamed of it.^^ 

I SHALL now begin to anfwer your variotls qUeftions^ 
as they prefent themfelves. Though I was glad of thia 
expedient, to methodife, in fome degree, the variety we 
have CO' treat of, yet 1 was well aware of the impoflibiHtJr 
of fufficiently explaining myfelf in the midft of a fox- 
chace, whofe rapidity, you know very well, brooks no 
delay; now is the time> therefore, to make good that 
deficiency: what afterwards remains on the fubjeft of 
hunting will ferve as a fupplement to the reft', in which, 
I (hall ftill have it in my pow^ to introduce whatever 
may be now forgotten; or, give a further explanacion of 
fuch parts, as may feem to you to require it. For finoc 
my principal view in writing thefe letters, is to make the 
inftru&ion they contain of fome ufe to you, if you fhould 
want it; if not, to others; the being as clear and as 
explicit as I can, will be far beyond all other confidera- 
dons. Repetitions, we know, are (hocking things ; yet, 
in writing fo many letters on the fame fubjeift, i fear it 
will be difficult to avoid them. 

B b 2 FtR$T, 
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First, then, as to the early hour recommended in my 
former letter : — I agrce.with you, it requires explanation'; 
but you will pleafe to confider, that you defired me to 
fix the hour moft favourable to the fport, and without 
doubt, it is an early one*. You fay, that I do not go out 
fo early myfelf :— It is true, I do not •, do phyficians aK 
ways follow their own prefcriptions ? — Is it not fufficient 
that their prefcriptions be good ? — However, if my hounds 
are out of blood, I go out early, for then it becomes 
neceffary to give them every advantage. At an early 
hour, you are feldom long before you find. The morning 
is the part of the day, which generally affords the bell 
fcent ; and the animal himfelf, which, in fuch a cafe, yoii 
are more than ever defirous of killing, is then leaft able 
to run away from you. The want of reft, and perhaps a 
full belly, give hounds a great advantage over him.— 
1 expeft, my friend, that you will reply to this " that a 
fox-hunter, then, \% not 2i fair fport/man'' — He certainly 
is not i and what is more, would be very forry to be mif- 
taken for one. — ^He is otherwifc from principle. — ^In his 
opinion, a fair fportfman, and a foolifh fportfman, are 



^An early Hour u only neceflfary, where you are not likely to find 

wHhoui a drag. 
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fynonymous j he, therefore, takes every advantage of the 
fox he can. — ^You will afk, perhaps, if he docs not fome- 
times fpoil his own fport by this ?— It is true, he fomc- 
times does, but then he makes his hounds ; the whole art 
of fox-hunting being to keep the hounds well in blood. 
Sport is but a fecondary confideration with a true fox- 
hunter :— The firft is, the killing of the fox i — hence arifes 
the eagernefs of purfuit, chief pleafure of the chace. I 
confefs, I. cfteem blood fo neceflary to a pack of fox- 
hounds, that with regard to myfelf, I always return home 
better pleafed with but an indifferent chace, with death 
at the end of it, than with the bed chace poffible, if it 
end with the lofs of the fox. Good chaces, generally 
leaking, are long chaces^ and, if not attended with fuc- 
ccfs, never fail to do more harm to hounds, than good,- 
Our pleafures, I believe, for the moft part, are greater 
during the expeftation, than the enjoyment : In this cafe, 
reality itfelf warrants the idea, and your prefent fuccels 
is almoft a fure fore-runner of future fport > 

I REMEMBER to have heard an odd anecdote of the 
late. Duke of R , who was very popular in his 
neighbourhood.— A butcher, at Lyndhurlt, a lover of fjfj^ 

the 
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the fport^ as ofcen as he heard the hounds return from 
hunting, came out to meet them, and never failed to aflc 
the Duke what fport he had i ** Very good, I thank yoU) 
«' honcft friend/'—" Has your Grace killed a fox ?"— 
" No : — ^We have had a good run, but we have not killed.** 
^^^ PJbaw!"' cried the butcher, looking archly, and 
pointing at him with his finger, — This was fo conftantiy 
repeated, that the Duke, when he had not killed a fox, 
was ufed to fay, be was afraid to meet the butcher. 

You afk, why the huntfman is to draw fo quietly; and, 
why up the wind ? With regard to his drawing quietly, 
that may depend on the kind of cover before him ; and 
alfo, on the fcafon of the yean If your covers be fmall, 
or fuch from which a fox cannot break unfeen^ then 
noife can do no hurt ; if you draw at a late hour, and 
when there is no drag, then the more the cover is dif- 
turbed, the better; the more likely you arc to find. 
Late in the feafon foxe^ are wild, particularly in covers 
that are often hunted. If you do not draw quietly, he 
will feme times get too much the ftart of you : when you 
have any fufpicion of this, fend on a whipper-in to the 
oppofite fide of tlie cover, before you throw in your 

^^ hounds. 
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hounds.— With regard to the drawing up the wind, that 
18 much more material. You never fail to give the wind 
to a pointer and fetter j why not to a hound J—JBefides, 
the fox, if you draw up the wind, does not hear you com- 
ing J and your houjids, by this means, are never out of 
your hearing; befides, Ihould he turn down the wind, 
as mod probably he will, it lets them all in,— Suppofe 
yourfclf adHng dircftly contrary to this, and then fee what 
is likely to be the confequencc. 

You think, I am too fcvere on my brother fportfmen. 
— If I am more fo than they deferve, I am forry for it. 
I know many gentlemen, who are excellent fportfmen, 
yet I am forry to fay, the greater number of thofe who 
ride 'after hounds, are not; and it is thofe only whom 
I allude to. Few gentlemen will take any pains, few of 
them will ftop a hound, though he (hould run riot clofe 
befide them, or will ftand quiet a moment, though it be 
to halloo a foxi it is true, they will not fail to halloo, if 
he comes in their way, and they will do the fame to as 

many foxes as they fee. Some will encourage hounds 

which they do not know; it is a great fault : were every 
gentleman who follows hounds to fancy himfclf a huntf- 

man^ 
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man, what noifc, what conftrfion would enfue ! I confidcr 
many of them as gentlemen riding out, and Pam never 
fo well pleafed, as when I fee them ride home ^ain« 
You may perhaps have thought that I wifhed them all to 
be huntfmen.— Moft certainly riot; — but the more affift- 
ahts a huntfman has, the better in ^11 probability, his 
hounds will be. Good fenfe, and a little obfervation, 
will foon prevent fuch people from doing amifs ; and I 
hold it as an almoft invariable rule in hunting, that thofe 
who do not know how to do good, are always liable to 
'do harm*; there is fcarce an inftant, during a whole 
chace, when a fporclman ought not to be in one parti- 
cular place : and I will venture to fay, that if he be not 
therej he might as well be in his bed.— 



• TliU is a better reafoh perhaps, why gentlemen ought to under- 
itand this diverfion^ than for the good they may do in it; £nce a pack 
of hounds, that are well manned, will feldom need any other affiilance. 
A gentleman, prrceiving his hounds to be much confufed by the 
frequent hall 00s of a ilr:^nger, rode up to him, ftnd thanked him with 
great civHityj for the trouble he was taking ; but, at the fame time, 
ac^jualnied him that the two men he faw in green coats, were paid fo 
much a year, on ftitpsfi ta balloo^ it would be needleG for him, there- 
fore, to give Mnsfelf any further trouble.— 
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I Must give you an extraordinary iaftaiice of a gen- 
tleman's kBCwlidgi of hunting. — He had hired a houfe in 
a fine hunting country, with a good kennel belonging to 
it, in the neighbourhood of two packs of fox-hounds, of 
which mine was one 1 and that he might not offend the 
owner of either, intended^ as he faid, to hunt with both* 
He offered me the ufe of his kennel, which, for fome 
reafons, I chofe to decline ; it was afterwards offered to 
the other gentleman, who accepted it. The firft day that 
the hounds hunted his country, he did not appear* The 
fecond day, the hounds were no fooner at the cover fide^ 
than my friend faw an odd figure, flrangely accoutred, 
riding up, with a fpaniel following him* " Sir,'* faid he, 
*' it gave me great concern not to be able to attend you, 
" when you was here before j I hope you was not of- 
" fended at it ; for, to fhew you how well I am inclined 
" to affift your hunt, you f<y, — I have brought n^ little dog^ 

I WILL now give you an inftancc of another gentleman's 
lovt of hunting. We were returning from hunting, over 
a very fine country, and upon its being remarked that we 
had a pleafant ride, he reply'd, ** the beft part of the 
*^ /port J in my opinion, is the riding home to dinner 

C C " after- 
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^ afterwards." He is, withoot doobr, of the fame opw 
nion with a fat old gentleman I one day overtook upoii 
the road, who after having aflced me ** how many foxes 
^ we ufually killed in one day— why I did not hunt hare 
*' rather than fox, as fhe was better to cat,"— he con- 
cluded, faying, " there is but one part of htinting I likes 
— // makes one very hungry.** 



u 



There are two things, which I particularly recommend 
to you i the one, is to make your hounds fteady, the 
other, to make them all draw. Many huntfmen are fond 
of having them at their horfes heels j but, believe me, 
they never can get fo well, or fo foon together, gs when 
they fprcad the cover: befides, I have often known, 
when there have been only a few finders, that they have 
found their fox, gone down the wind, and beep heard of 
no more that day. 

Never take out an unfteady old hound i young ones 
properly awed from riot, and that will flop at a rate, may 
be put into the pack, a few at a time 5 but an old hound, 
that is vitious, fhould not efcape hanging j let him be 
ever fo good in other refpeds, I will not excufe him 5 for 

a pack 
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a |>ack muft be wretched indeed, that can (land iu neod of 
fiich aflSAance.—i^ 

Thjuib is infinite pleafurc in hcftring a fox Well found.'^ 
When you get up to bis kennel^ with a good dragt the 
chorus increaling as you go^ it infpires a joy more eafy 
to be felt, than defcribed. With regard to my own fen- 
fations, I would rather hear one fox found in this lively 
manner, than ride the beft hare-chace that was ever run. 

Much depends on the firft finding of your fox. Dim^ 
diumfa&h 9^i benexufpity bakct^ which we learned at Weft- 
minfter, is verified here ; for I look upon .a foit wtSl 
found, to be half killed. I think people generally are 
in too great a hurry on this occafion. — There is an enthu- 
fiafm attending this diverfion, which, in this inftance in 
particular, ought always to be reftrained*.— The hounds 
are always mad enough when they find their fox ; if the 
men alfo are mad, they make mad work of it indeed,— 
A gentleman of my acquaintance, who hunts his own 

• There are but few inftances where fportfmen are not too noify, 
and too fond of encouraging their hounds, which feldom do their bufi- 
De£s fo well, as when little is faid to them. 

C c a hounds. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC ' 



w 



^96 THOUGHTS UFON 

iiounds^ and is not lefs eager than the reft of usj yet 
very well knows the bad confequences of being fo, to 
prevent this fault in himfelf^ always begins by taking a 
pinch of fnuff, he then fings part of an old fong, ** Some /ay 
" tbaf care killed the cat,* &c,— By this time his hounds 
get together, and fettle to the fcent.— He then halloos> 
and rides, as if the d — 1 drove. 

If the fox break cover, you will fometimes fee a young 
fportfman ride after him. He never fails to a(k fuch a 
one, " Do you think you can catch him. Sir?*' — " No.*' — 
"Why then be fo good as to let my hounds try,— if 
^ytb^ can.''' 



LET- 
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LETTER XV. 



LEFT off juft as I had found the fox : I now, there- 
fore, with your leave, will fuppofe, that the hounds arc 
running him. You defirc I would be more particular 
with regard to the men.— It was always my intention. 
To begin then, the huntfman ought certainly to fet off 

with his foremoft hounds, and I fhould wifh him to keep 
-. . . i 

as clofe to them afterwards as he conveniently can ; nor 

can any harm arife from it, unlefs he has not common 

fenfe. No hounds then can flip down the wind, and get 

out of his hearing ; he will alfo fee how far they carry 

the fccntj a neceflary requifite; for without it, he never 

can make a caft, with any certainty. 

You will find it not lefs neceffary for your huntfman 
to be aftive in preffmg his hounds forward*, while the 

* Preffing honnds on, i^erhaps a dangerous expreffion ; as more harm 
may be done by peffingthem beyond the fccnt, when it i^good, than 
when it is bad. However, it means no more than to get forward the 
tail hounds, and to encourage the others to pufh on, as faft as they can, 
while the fcent ferves them. 

fcent 
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icent is g(X>d> than to be prudent in not hwrying them 
beyond it, when it i$ bad> Yovur's^ you f^y, is a good 
hor(eman ; it is of the utmofl: confequoncc <o your fport » 
nor is it poflibie for a huntfman to be of much ufe, who 
u not : for the fxrft things and the very Jhie qua non of a 
fox-hunter, is to ride up to his headtnoft faminds. It is 
his bufmefs to be ready, at all timeS) to knd them that 
affiftance they fo frequently need, and which, when they 
are firft at a fault, is then mod critical* A fox-hound, 
at that time, will eicert himfelf moft ; he afterwards cools, 
and becomes more indiflFcrent about his game. Thofe 
huntfmen who do not get forward enough, to take advan-> 
tagc of this cagernefs and impetuofity, and dire6k it pro- 
perly, feldom know enough of hunting to be of much 
ofe to them afterwards* 

You will perhaps find it more difficult to keep your 
whipper-in back, than to get your huntfman forward -, at 
leaft, 1 always have found it fo*. It is however necefiary i 

* Tho' a huntiman cannot be too fond of hunting, a whipp€r-*in eafily 
may. His baiinefs will ieldom allow him to be forward enoqgh with 
the hounds, to iee BMich of the fport. His only thought, thtrcfere, 
ihould be to keep the hounds together ; and to contribute, as much as 
he can, to the killing of the fox. 

nor 
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nor wiU a good wkipper-in leave a cover whilft a fingk 
hound remains in it ; for tliis re^on^ there fliould be two( 
one of whom (bould always be forward with the hiuitfman* 
You cannot conceive the many ills that may happen to 
hounds that are left behind. I do not Icnow, that I can 
enumerate one half of them; but of this you may be 
certain, that the keeping them together, is the fureft 
means to keep them fteady. When left to thcmfclvcs, 
they feldom refufe, I believe, any blood they can get 5 
they acquire nr>any bad habits i they become conceited, a 
terrible fault in any animal a and they learn to tye upon 
the fcent; an unpardonable fault in a fox-hound : befides 
this, they frequently get a trick of hunting by themfelves, 
and they feldom are worth much afterwards. The lying 
out in the cold, perhaps the whole night, can do no 
good to their conftitutions ; nor will the being worried by 
Ibeep-dogs or maftiffs, be of fervice to their bodies: all this, 
however, and much more, they are liable to,— I believe, 
I mentioned in my fourth letter, that the ftraw-houfc 
door, fhould be left open when any hounds are milling. 

Every country is foon known, and nine foxes out often, 
with the wind in the fame quarter, will follow the fame 

track.— 
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track. — It is eafy therefore for the whipper-in to cut fhottf 
andcatch the hounds again; at leaft it is fo in the country 
where I hunt. With a high fcent you cannot pulh on 
hounds too much. — Screams keep the fox forward, at the 
fame time that they keep the hounds together, or let in 
the tail hounds*; they alfo enliven the fport, and if dif* 
creetly ufed, are always of fervice^ but in cover, they 
(hould be given with the greateft caution. 

Most fox-hunters, with to fee their hounds run in a 
good ftyle. I confefs, I am myfelf one of thofe. I hate 
to fee a ftring of them, nor can I bear to fee them creep, 
where they can leap. It is the dalh of the fox-hound 
which diftinguiflies him as truly, as the motto of William 
of Wickham, diftinguiflies us. A pack of harriers, if 
they have time, will kill a foxj but I defy them to kiU 
him in the ftyle in which a fox ought to be killed ; they 
muft hunt him down* If you are to tire him out, you 
muft expert to be tired yourfelf : I never wifli a chace to 



• Hallco's feldom da any hurt, when you arc running up the wind; 
for then, none but the tail hounds can hear you : when you arc run- 
ning down the wind, you (hould halloo no more than mgy be nece^ary 
to bring the tail hounds forward, for a hound that knows his bofioeft, 
feldom wants encouragement wbea he is upon a ftent. 

be 
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be lefs than one hour, or to exceed two : it is fufBciently 
long, if properly followed 3— it will feldom be longer, 
unlefs there be a fault fomewhere i — either in the day, in 
the huntfman, or in the hounds. What Lord Chatham 
once faid of a battle, is particularly applicable to a fox- 
chace : — it fliould be jhorty Jharpy and decifive. 

There is, I believe, but little difference in the fpeed 

of hounds of the fame lize ; the great difference is in the 

head they carry j and in order that they may run well 

together, you fliould not keep too many old hounds : 

after five or fix feafons, they generally do more harm than 

good: if they tie upon the fcent, and come hunting 

after, hang them up immediately, let their age be what 

it may : there is no getting fuch conceited devils on i 

they will never come to a halloo, which every hound that 

is off the fccnt, or behind the reft, fliould not fail to do 5 

and they are always more likely to draw you back, than 

help you forward*. 

You 

• From this paflage, the critic en-ieavours to prove the fportfman's 
ingratitadft ; and yet, common fcnfe, I believe, induces niofl men 
to rid thcmfclves of that, which if kept, would be prejudici.J to 
them. The criiic fcems to al!uie ro a well known fable of -^Bfop, but 
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You think me too fevers on (kirters. — I muft confefs, 
that I have but oive objcftion to them^ and it is tbis>^l 
have conftantly fcen them do more barm than good. 

Changing from the hunted fox to a frefh one> is as 
bad an accident as can happen to a pack of fox^-hounds ; 
and requires all the obfervation> and all the ingenuity 
that man is capable of^ to guard againft it. Could a 
fox'hound didinguifli a hunted fox> as the deer-hound 
does the deer that is blown ; fox-hunting would then be 
perfed. There are certain rules, that ought to be ob-> 
ferved by huntfmen. A huntfman fhould always liften 
to his hounds, whilft they are running in cover; he fhould 
be particularly attentive to the headmoft hounds, and he 
fhould be conftantly on his guard againft a fkirter, for if 

there be two fcents, he muft be wrong. Generally 

fpeaking, the beft fcent is leaft likely to be that of the 
hunted fox : and as a fox feldom fuffers hounds to run 

is not very happy in the application. He has alfo mifquoted the paC- 
fage — the author does not fay tire, but tie upon the fcent. — Good 
hounds, when they become aged, are liable to the firft ; bad ones only, 
are guilty of the laft. In either cafe, death is not meant as a punilh* 
ment, nor is it confidered as a nusfortune.^-Vide Monthly Review. 
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up to him, as long as he is able to prevent it ; fo, nine 
times out often, when 'foxes are haHoo*d cfarly inthe day, 
they are all frefli foxes. The hounds moft likely to be 
right, are the hard-running line-hunting hounds ; or 
fuch as the huntfman knows bad the lead, before there 
arofe any doubt of changing.— —With regard to the 
fox, if he break over an open country, it is no fign that 
he is hard run 1 for they fcldom at any time will do that, 
unlefs they be a great way before the hounds. Alfo, if 
he run up the wind— they feldom ever do that, when 
they have been long hunted, and grow weak ; and when 
they run their foil, that alfo may direft him. All this, 
as you will perceive, requires a good ear, and nice ob- 
fervation ; and indeed, in that confifts the chief excel- 
lence of a huntfman. 

When the hounds divide, and arc in two parts, the 
whipper-in, in ftopping, muft attend to the huntfman, 
and wait for his halloa, before he attempts to flop either : 
for want of proper management in this particular, I have 
known the hounds flopped at both places, and both foxes 
loft by it. — If they have many fcents, and it is quite un- 
certain which is the hunted fox, let him ftop thofe that 
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arc fartheft down the wind, as they can hear the others, 
and will reach them fooneft : in fuch a cafe, there will 
be little ufe in flopping thofc that arc up the wind. 

When hounds are at a check, let every one be filent, 
and (land ftill : but as I have already faid fo nnuch on 
that head in my eleventh letter on hare-hunting, I beg 
leave to refer you to it. Whippers-in are frequently at 
this time coming on with the tail hounds. They fhould 
never halloo to them, when the hounds are at fault j the 
leaft thing does hurt at fuch a time, but a halloo, more 
than any other. The huntfman, at a check, had better 
let his hounds alone ; or content himfelf with holding 
them forward, without taking them off their nofes. 
Hounds that are not ufed to be caft, a tout bout de champs 
will of themfclves acquire a better caft, than it is in the 
power of any huntfman to give them ; will fpread more, 
and try better for the fcent 5 and, if in health and fpirits, 
they will want no encouragement. 

Should they be at fault, after having made their own 
caft, (which the huntfman (hould always firft encourage 
them to do) it ii then his bufincfs to aflift them further; 

but. 
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but, except in fome particular inftances, I never approve 
of their being caft, as long as they are inclined to hunt. 
The firft caft I bid my huntfman make, is generally a re- 
gular one; not choofing to rely entirely on his judgment : 
if that do not fucceed, he is then at liberty to follow his 
own opinion, and proceed, as obfervation and genius may 
direft. When fuch a caft is made, I like to fee fome 

mark of good fenfe and meaning in it : whether down 

the wind, or towards fome likely cover, or ftrong earth : 
however, as it is at beft uncertain, and as the huntfman 
and the fox may be of different opinions, I always wifh 
to fee a regular caft, before I fee a knowing one j which, 
as a laft refource, fliould not be called forth, till it be 
wanted. The letting hounds alone is but a negative 
goodnefs in a huntfman j whereas, it is true, this laft 
fhows real genius j and, to be perfedt, it muft be born 
wich him. — There is a fault however which a knowing 
huntfman is too apt to commit : — he will find a frelh fox, 
and then claim the merit of having recovered the hunted 
one. — It always is dangerous to throw hounds into a cover 
to retrieve a loft fcent ; and, unlefs they hit him in, is 
nor to be depended on. Driven to the laft extremity, 

fliOuld 
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{bould a knowing caft not fucceed^ your huntfnian is in 
no wife blameable : mine^ I lemember^ loft me a good 
chace^ by pcrfevering too long in a favourite caft ; but he 
gave me fo many good reafons why the fox ought to have 
gone that way> that I returned perfectly well fatisficd^ 
telling him at the fame time, that, ^f the fox was a fonU 
he could not help it. 

Gbntlbmen, when hounds are at fault, are too apt 
themfelves to prolong it. They ftiould always ftop their 
horfes fome diftance behind the hounds, and, if it be 
pofiible to remain filent, this is the time to be fo : they 
(hould be careful not to ride before the hounds, or over 
the fcent ; nor fliould they ever meet a hound in the face, 
unlefs with a defign to ftop him. — ^Should you at any time 
be before the hounds, turn your horfe*s head the way 
they are going, get out of their track, and let them pafs 
by you. 

In dry weather, foxes", particularly in heathy countries, 
will run the roads. If gentlemen, at fuch times, will ride 
clofe upon the hounds, they may drive them miles, with- 
out 
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out any fcent*. High-mettled fox-hounds are feldom 
inclined to ftop, whilft horfes arc clofe at their heels. 

An acquaintance of mine, a good fportfman, but a very 
warm one, when he fees the company preffing too clofe 
upon his hounds, - begins with crying out, as loud as he 
can, bold hard. — If any one perfifts after that, he begins 
moderately at firft, and fays, / begy Sir, you will fiop 
your borfe :'—Prayy 5/r, ftop :—God blefs youy Sir, fiop j 
God d-^n your blood. Sir, fiop your borfe. 

I AM now, as you may perceive, in a very violent paf- 
fion J fo I will e'en ftop the continuation of this fubjeft, 
till I am cool again. 

* No one ihoold ever ride, in a direAion, which if perfifted in« 
would carry him amongft the hounds, unlefs he be at a great dif- 
tance behind them. 
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LETTER XVI. 

X ENDED my 1 aft letter, I think, in a violent paf- 
fion. The hounds, I believe, were at fault alfo. I fliall 
now continue the further explanation of my thirteenth 
letter from that time. 

The firft moment that hounds are at fault, is a critical 
one for the fport : people then Ihould be very attentive. 
Thofe who look forward, perhaps, may fee the fox j or 
the running of fheep, or the purfuit of crows, may give 

them fome tidings of him. Thofe who liften, may 

fometimes take a hint which way he is gone, from the 
chattering of a magpie, or perhaps, be at a certainty from 
a diftant halloo : nothing that can give any intelligence, 

at fuch a time, is to be neglefted. Gentlemen arc too 

apt to ride all together : were they to fpread more, they 
might fometimes be of fervice i particularly, thofe who 
from a knowledge of the fport, keep down the wind :• 

it 
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ic would then be difficult for either hounds, or fox, to 
efcape their obfervation. 

You fhould^ however, be cautious how you go to a 
halloo* The halloo itfelf muft, in a great meafure, direft 
you ; and though it afford no certain rule, yet you may 
frequently guefs by it, whether it may be depended on, or 
not* At the fowing time, when boys are bird-keeping, 
if you be not very much on your guard, their halloo will 
fometimes deceive you. It is beft, when you are in doubt, 
to fend on a whipper-in to know -, the word then, that 
can befal you, is the lofs of a little time ; whereas, if 
you gallop away with the hounds to the halloo, and arc 
obliged to return, it is a chance if they try for the fcent 
afterwards : on the other hand, if, certain of the halloo, 
you intend going to it, then the fooner you get to it, the 
better. I have been more angry with my huntfman, for 
being flow at a time like this, than for any other fault 

whatfoever. Huntfmen, who are flow at getting to a 

hallooj are void of common fenfe. — 

They frequently commit another fault by being in too 
great a hurry when they get there. It is hardly credible 

E c how 
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how much our eagerncfs is apt, at fuch a time, to miflcad 
our judgment : for inftance, when we get to the halloo, 
the firfl: queftions are natural enough : — did you fee the 
fox ? — which way did he go ? — The man points with his 
finger perhaps, and then away you all ride as faft as you 
can i and in fuch a hurry, that not one will ftay to hear 
the anfwer which you all were fo defirous of knowing : 
the general confcquence of which is, you miftake the 
place, and are obliged to return to the man, for better 
information, — Depend upon it, the lefs your hurry on 
this occafion, the more time you fave ; and wherever the 
fox was feen for a certainty, whether near, or diftant, 
that will not only be the fureft, but alfo the beft place to . 
take the fcent -, and, befides the certainty of going right, 
you probably will get on fafter than you would by any 
other means,— 

That halloos are not, always, to be depended on, will 
be fufficiently evinced by the following inftances. 

My hounds being at a long fault, a fellow hallood to 
them from the top of a rick, at fome diftance off. The 
huntfman, as you may believe, ftuck Ipurs to his horfe^- 

hallood. 
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hallood, till he was almoft hoarfe, and got to the man 
as quickly as he could : the man ftill kept hallooingj and 
as the hounds got near him, ^^ here, Paid he — here — here the 
^^ fox is gone:'' — "Is he far before us?'* cried the huntf- 
man — " how long ago was it that you faw him ?'* — No, 
*^ mailer, I have not feen him j but I /melt him here this 
*' morning, when I came to ferve my Iheep."— 

Another inftancc was this : — we were trying with fome 
deer-hounds for an out-lying flag, when we faw a fellow 
running towards us in his fliirt : we immediately concluded 
that we Ihould hear fome news of the (lag, and fet out 
joyfully to meet him : our firft queftion was, if he had 
fcen the flag ? ** No, Sir, I have not feen him, but my 
" wife dreamt as how jhefaw him t'other night.** 

Once a man hallood us back a mile, only to tell us, 
that we were right before, and we loft the fox by it. 

A GENTLEMAN, feeing his hounds at fault, rode up to 
a man at plough, and with great eagernefs afked him, if 
he had fcen the fox.-<«The fox. Sir ?"— " Yes, d— n 
*^ you, the fox j did you never fee a fox ?"— ." Pray, 

E e 2 " Sir, 
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*^ Sir, if I may be fo bould, what fort of a looking crca» 
*' ture may he be ? has he Jhort earsy and '% hng imli 
*^ 2>j/' — " why then, I can aflure you, Sir, I have feen 

^ nojucb thing:' 

We are agreed, that hounds ought not to be caft, as 
long as they are able to hunt; and though the idea, chat 
a hunted fox never ftops, is a very neceflary one to a fox- 
hunter, that he may be aftive, and may lofe no time, yet 
tired foxes will ftop, if you can hold them on; and I 
have known them ftop, even in wheel-ruts on the open 
down, and leap up in the midft of the hounds. A tired 
fox ought not to be given up j for he is killed fbmetimes 
very unexpeftedly. If hounds have ever prefled him, he 
is worth your trouble; perfeverance may recover hJm, 
and, if recovered, he moft probably will be killed \ nor 
fliould you defpair, whilft any fcent remains. The bufi- 
nefs of a huntfman is only difficult, when the fcent dies 
quite away j and it is then he may Ihew hi$ judgment, 
when the hounds are no longer able to Ihew /i^^/W,— The 
recovering a loft fcent, and getting nearer to the fox by 
a long caft, requires genius, and is therefore what few 
huntfmen are famous for. — When hounds arc no longer 

capable 
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capable of feeling the fcent, it all refts with the huntf- 
man i either the game is entirely given up, or is only to 
be recovered by him^ and is the efle£t of real genius, 
(pirit, and obfervation. 

Whe» hounds are at cold hunting, with a bad fcpnt, it 
may then he a proper time to fend a whipper-in forward -, 
if he can fee the fox, a little mobbing, at fuch a time 
as this, may reafonably be allowed. 

When hounds are put to a check on a high road, by 
the fox being headed back, if in that particular inftance 
you fuffer them to try back, it gives them the beft chance 
of hitting off the fcent again, as they may try on both 
fides at once. 

When hounds are running in cover, you cannot be too 
quiet. If the fox be running Ihort, and the hounds are 
catching hirn^ not a word fhould then be faid : it is a 
difficult time for hounds to hunt him, as he is continually 
turning, and will fometimes lie down, and let them pafs 
him. 

I HAVE 
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J HAVE remarked, that the greateft danger of lofing a 
fax 16 at thefirft findrag of him, and when he is finking ; 
at both of which times, he frequently will run Ihort, and 
the eagerncfs of the hounds is too apt to carry them be- 
yond the fccnt.— When a fox is firft found, I wilh every 
one would keep behind the hounds, till they are well fet- 
tled to the fcent ; and when the hounds are killing him, 
I wilh them to be as filent as they can. 

When he is caught, I like to fee hounds eat him ea- 
gerly. In fome countries, I am told, they have a method 
of /r^/«^ him*; it is of ufe to make the hounds eager i 
it lets them all in ; they recover their wind, and eat him 
more readily. I flio\ild advife you, at the fame time, not 
to keep him too long, as I do not imagine the hounds 
have any appetite to eat him, longer than whilft they are 
angry with him. 

When two packs of fox-hounds run together, and they 
kill the fox, the pack that found him is entitled to the 

* The intention of it, is to make the hounds more eager, and to 
let in the tail hounds. The fox is thrown acrofs the branch of a tree, 
and the hounds are fufFered to bay at him, for fome minutes, before 
he is thrown amongfl them. 

head. 
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head. Should both have fouodi how is it to be deter- 
mined then ? —The huatfrnan who £Cts in firft* feems^ in 
my opinion, to have the beft: right toitj yet to prevent 
a difpute, (which of courfe might be thought a wrongs 
headed one) would he not do well to cut off the head> 
and prefent it to the other huntfinan ? 

The fame author, whom I quoted in my tenth letter, 
and who tells us, how we Ihould not eat a bare, is alfo 
kind enough to tell us, when we fi^ould eat a fox j I wi/h 
he had alfo added the beft n^nncr of drejfing him : we 
are obliged to him however for the following infor- 
mation — " La chair du Renard eft moins mauvaife que 
" c'elle du loup j les chiens et mime Us Hommes en mangent 
*' en automne^ furtout lor/qu^il s'eft nourri et engraiffe de 
'* raifms.'* — You would have been better pleafed, I make 
no doubt, if the learned gentleman had told you how to 
bunt him, rather than when to eat him. 

I SHALL end this letter with an anecdote of a late 
huntfman of mine, who was a great flip-flop, and always 
called fucceflively, Juccejsfully. One day, when he had 
been out with the young hounds, I fent for him in, and 

aflced 
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afked him what fport he had had, and how the hound* 
behaved ? — *^ Very good fport. Sir, and no hounds could 
«* behave any better."—** Did you run him long ?"— 
** They ran himj and plealib your honour, upwards of three 

** Yiwxn/uccefsfulfy" ** So, then, you did kill him ?"— 

"Obt no. Sir, voe loft him at Iq/i," 



LET- 
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LETTER XVU. 

J/ OX* Hunting, an acquaintance of mine fays^ is only 
to be followed becaufe you can ride hard, and do lefs 
harm in that, than in any other kind of hunting. There 
may be fome truth in the obferration $ but, to fuch as 
lave the riding part only of hunting, would not a trail 
icent be much more fuitable ? Gentlemen who hunt for 
the lake of a ride, who are indifl^rent about the hounds^ 
and know little of the bufinefs, if they do no harm, fulfill 
as much as we have rcafon to expedt from them i whilft 
thofe of a contrary dcfcription, do good, and have much 
greater pleafure. Such as are acquainted with the hounds, 
and can at times affift them, find the fport more intereft-- 
ing, and frequently have the fatisfa^ion to think, that 
they themfelves contribute to the fucceis of the day. 
This is a pleafure you often enjoy ; a pleafure, without 
any regret attending it. I know not what eiFed it may 
have on you i but, I know that my fpirits are always good 

F f after 
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after good fport ia hunting j nor is the reft of the day 
ever difagreeablc to mc. What arc other fporis, com* 
pared with this, which is full of enthufiafm ! fifhing is, in 
my opinion, a dull diverfxon i — (hooting, though it admit 
of a companion, will not allow of many ;— both, therefore 
may be confidered as felfiih, and folitary amufemeius, 
compared with hunting ; to which, as many as pleafc, are 
welcome. Th^ one might teach patience to a philofopher; 
and the other, though it occafion great fatigue to the 
body, feldom affords much occupation to the mtad. 
Whereas fox-hunting is a kind of warfare -, — its unoer- 
tainties, its fatigues, its difficulties^ and its dangers, ren* 

dering it iriterefting above all other diverfions, That 

you may more readily pardon this digrellioo, I return to 
anfwer your letter now before me* 

I AM glad to hear that your men have good voices ; 
mine, unluckily, have not. There is a friend of mine, 
who hunts his own hounds s his voice is the ftrangeft, 
and his halloos the oddeft, I ever he^rd. He has, how^ 
ever, this advantage : — no dog can poffibly miftake his 
halloo for another's.~Singularity conftitutes an efltorial 
part of a huntfman's halloo :*~it is for that reafon alone, 

I prefer 
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1 prefer the horn, to which, I obferve, hounds fly more 
•readily than to the huntfman's voice. Good voices cet- 
tainly are pleafingj yet it might be as well, perhaps, 
if thofe who have them, were lefs fond of exerting them. 
When a fox is hallood, thofe who underftarid this bufinefs, 
and ^ct forward, may halloo him again* 5 yet let them 
be told if the hounds go the contrary way, or do not feem 
to come on upon the line of hini, to halloo no rrtore. 
With regard to its being the hunted fox •, the fox which 
every man halloos, is the hunted fox in his own opinion, 
though he feldom has a better reafon for it, than becaufe 
be faw him. — Such halloos as ferve to keep the horunds 
together, and to get on the tail hounds, are always of ufe : 
halloos of encouragement to the leading hounds, if in- 
judicioufly given, may fpoil your fport* I am forry to fay 

* Should a fox be faallood in cover, while the hounds are at fault ; 
if they be long in coming, by getting forward you may halloo 
the fox again; perhaps, before the hounds are laid on; by which 
means you will get nearer to him. In cafes like this^ a good fportf- 
,maa may be of great ufe to hounds. There arc days, when hounds 
will do their bufinefs beft if let quite alone ; and there are days, 
when they can do nothing without affiftancc.— Let them be aflifted at 
no other time. Of a bad fcent^^ day, or when hounds may be oveiv 
matched, you cannot aiTiil them too much. 

• ' F f 2 view 
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ykw ' halldos/ frequently^ cio more lwrm> thmi gfK>d. 
ftiKy are plctfiog tq (Jx)rtfn«iii but prcju^ckl ta ib«\«d«. 
If a ftrong cover be full of fmtsi and thfey be often bal- 
lood, hotinds feldom cake mtick pains in bunting them^*'^ 
hence arifes that indifference^ which fometim^ ifi to be 
perceiwd in fox-hounds, whik purfuing their gftme» 

You a{k nie, if I would take off mj hounds ix> a hair 
loo ?— -If they be running with a good fcent, I moft cer* 
tainhr trould not ^ if otherwifej and I coidd depend ^fon 
the faa)kK>> in fome cafes, I think, I would ; |brjn^<wc^, 
when thfe fox is a great way before thenp^ or pcrfifta in 
running bis foil ; for fbch foxes are difficult to kiU» uo- 
lefs yoi^ endeavour to get nearer to then^ by fome means 
or other.— p— When you hunt after thmA, it will fre- 
quently happen that the longer you run, the further you 
will be behind. 

If hoimds be out of blood, and a fox run his foil, 
you need not fcfuple to (lop the tail hounds, aaci throw 
them in at head -, or, if the cover have any ridings cut 
in it, and the fox be often fcen, your huntiman, by 
keeping fome hounds at his horfe's heels, at the firft halloo 

that 
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diat he hears, may throw them ih dole at bimt.^^Xhls 
Will pet him out of hisipasC) aod perhaps^ put hiaxuff 
his foil*— It will be neceffioy, when you da this, that the 
whipper-in fbould flop the pack from hunting after, and 
get forward ^th them to the huntfoon.-^*— I have already 
given it as my opinion, that hounds may be hallood too 
much.— -If they ihouid have been often ufcd to a halloo, 
they will exped it, and may tnift, perhape, to their cars, 
and eyes, more than to their nofes. If they be often 
taioen from the icent, it will teach thenato fhuffle, and 
pr6bably will moke them flack in cover: itftould be 
done, therefore, with great cautkMi i not too oftsn i and 
always &ouk! be well-timed* Famous huntfmoi, I think, 
by making too frequent a ufe of this, fometimes hurt dieir 
hounds* I have heard of a i|>ortiinan, who never fuSers 
his hounds to be lifted; he lets them pick along the 
coldeft fcent, through flocks of Iheep : this, is a particular 

* Nothing is meant more than this—'' that the huntfman (hoald 
get the tail hounds off the line of the fcent, (where they do more harm, 
than good)) ukd eaoorm^ them forward i if he Ihoold hear a haHoo, 
whilft thefe hoands are off the fcent, he ihoald lay them on to.it ; if he 
fhould not, the tail hounds, by this means, may (lilt ftand a chance of 
getting to the he^d hoaads by the mt, which they never could do, 
if they continaed to mn by the «(/#," 

flylc 
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ftyle of fox-htintihg, which, perhaps, may fait the coun- 
try, in which that gentleman hunts. I confefs to yoii; 
I do not think it would fucceed in a bad fcenting coun- 
try, or indeed, in any conntry, where foxes arc wild ;-^ 
whilft hounds can get on with the fcent, it cannot be right 
to take them off from it ; but when they are flopped for 
want of it, it cannot then be wrong to give them every 
advantage in your power. 

It is wrong to fuffer hoUnds to hunt after others that 
are gone on with the fcent, particularly in covers for how 
are they to get up to them, with a worfe fcent ?-*Bcfides, 
it makes them tye on the fcent, teaches them to run dog, 
and dcftroys that laudable ambition of getting forward, 
which is the chief excellence of a fox-hound. A good 
huntfman will feldom fuffer his head hounds to run away 
from him; if it fliould fo happen, and they be ftill within 
his hearing, he will fink the wind with the reft of the 

pack, and get to them as faft as he can. ^Though 

I fuffer not a pack of fox-hounds to hunt after fuch as 
may be a long way before the reft, for reafons which I 
have juft given •, yet, when a fingle hound is gone on 
with the fcent, I fend a whipper?in to ftop him* Were 

the 
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the.houftds to be taken off the fccot to get to him^ and 
he fliould no longer have aay.fceat when they find hiixi, 
the fox niight be loft by it. This is a reaJfon, why in 
largp cover?, ^d particularly fuch as have many roads in 
tbemj flcirting hounds fhould be left at home on windy 

Skirters, I think, you may find hurtful, both in men 
and dogs. Such as fkirt to fave their horfes, often head 
the fox. Good fportfmen never quit hounds, but to be 
of fervice to them : with men of this defcription, flcirting 
becomes a necefiary part of £6x-*hunting, and is of the 
greateft ufe, Skirters ! beware of a furze-brake. If you 
head back the fox, the hounds, moft probably will kill 
him in the brake. Such as ride after the hounds, at th^ 
fmne time that they do no good, are kaft likely to do 
harm; — let fuch only as understand the bufineis, and 
mean to be of fervice to the hounds, ride wide of them- 
I cannot however allow, that the riding clofe up to hounds, 
is always a fign of a good fportfman j — if it were, a mon^ 
key^ upon a good horfe, would be the beft Iportfman 

in the field. Here muft I cenfure, (but with refpeft) 

that eager fpirit which frequently interrupts, and fome- 

times 
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tiim^ i5 £ital to ^x>rt m fcoi'-buming i for, duMigk I caa- 
aor fiibfcrihe to die dd&rine of my ffiend *^* «^ fhM a 
«' pack of fox-hounds would do bec»sr witlMMiC- a kmnf* 
" man, than with one ; and that if left to theniielyes, 
** they would never l^fe a fox;"— yet, a)|awing diem 
their ufual attendants, had he objeAed only to tlie fpoti^ 
men who follow them, I muft have joined i£ie with liiiB. 
Whoever h^tB followed hounds, muft have ieoii tboaa ht- 
quencly hurried be3K>nd the fcent$ and whoever is con- 
verfant in huntingy caanot but know, that the fteamof 
many hoHes, carried by the wind, and mixed with a eokl 
fccnt, is prejudidal to it. 

It fomctimcs will happen, that a good horfemao is not 
fo well in with hounds^ as an indifferent one, becaufe he 
fddom will condefccnd to get off his horfe. I believe, 
the bcft way to follow hounds acrofs a country, is to keep 
on the line of them, and to difmount at once, when you 
come to a leap, which you do not choofe to take ; for in 
looking d>out for eafier places, much tisnc is loft* In 
following hounds, it may be ufeful to you to know, that 
when in cover, they run up the wind, you cannot in rea- 
fon be too far behind them, as long as you have a pcrkA 

hearing 
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hearing of theoij and can command tbcm ; . aod, tok the 
contraryj when tfaey are raoning 4Mfn the wiad, you €aQ- 
not keep too clofe to them* 

Yov complain, that foxes are in too gresit plenty j be^ 
lievc noe) it b a good fault. I Ihotild as iboa have es- 
pcAed tx> have heard yow old acquaintance, Jack R " -> ■ ■ 
complain of having too mUch money ; however^ it is not 
without a renciedy ; hunt the fanie covers conftantly^ and 
you will fbon difperfe them^ If your pack be fbrong 
enough, divide it ; hunt every day, and you will catch 
many tired foxes. I remember to have killed a brace in 
one morningj in the ftrongeft fealbn ; the firft in ten 
minutes, the iecood in half an hour.-^If your own pack 
be not ftrong enough to hunt more than every other day, 
get a pack of harriers to hunt hare in the cover the 
intermediate day. Foxes thus difturbcd, will Ihift their 
quarters j they know their enemies, and fmell in the 
night, where they have been in the day, and will hot ftay 
where they are likely to be difturbed by them. Follow 
them for one week in this manner, and I do not think 
you will have any reafon, afterwards, to complain that 
they are in too great plenty. 

G g When 
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jWfi«H covers- ai-ewtfehdiHtirbedj fbws ^i^^irfomecimcs 
bitrft 4S foofr as Ih^y hear i tiMind, Whe^^thfe conwtry 
r6l3nd is very open, the fioit learft Hkdy to break i« that 
which you are hvittiiigi /»^ will be very uhwtlUng to quit 
th^ cover, if it be a large one, Unlefe he t$Kk get a great 
diftatice before the hounds. Should y6u b^ Sedtou^ a 
get a run over fufeh a country, the iilcelieft means' wiU be, 
to poft a quiet and (kilful perlbn to halloo one off, and 
lay on to hinn. The further he is before you, the kfe 
likely he will be to return. The beft method, however, 
toliunt a cover like this, is toilick oonftantly to it, not 
ifuflfefing the hounds to break, as long as one fox may re- 
main; do this, two or :thre^ hunting days fc^lowing; 
foxes will then fly, and you will have good chaces. 

Nothing is more hurtful to hounds, than the frequent 
changing of their country ; Ihould they change from a 
good fcenting country to a bad one, unlefs they have luck 
on their fides, they may be fome time without killing a 
fox J whereas hounds have always a great advantage in 
a country which they are ufcd to* They not only know 
better where to find their game, but they will alfo purfue 
it with more alacrity afterwards. 
' ^ This 
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v'FiH^ letter began (yy^.a ^d^i^ffioain favour, of buptmg ; 
it triltcndf'with thfc offtaicHi oC i^ Freochnaam n«| fo/iH 
vKitN-abk to it» This gcntloiTiRn wa^ in my neighbour- 
hood on a vifit to the late Lord C— ^, wha> being a 
great fportfinaQ> thought he could do& obl^e his friend 
more>^ fthan by oH^rfog him to parCj^e^of a^ amuiement> 
,whic3ivhei.hioifHf Mttt fe food ofi he therefore naounted 
Mm ;<» 000 of- his bed hories^ and flawed him a foxr 
cfaace. The Frenchman/ after having been well ihaken^ 
dii?€ed« tircdt run away with, and thrown down^ yras 
aft^edj on his return, ^^ ^mmejU il an^ois troum laxbqffeJ^^^ 
<^ MorhUii! Milordy' faid he,^^ (brugging up his fhouldierSj 
^^ wire cba£i ^ une cbaffi ^Udb0Uque.'* ' . 
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LETTER XVIII. 



B) 



►EPOR'E r proceed ^h mjr fob}^, give fte*ttv* 
to fet you right in one partfcular, whefe I perttArt jwm 
have mifbnderftood me. You fay, you little txptStbd^o 
fee the abilities of a huntfman degraded beneath; tkoft of 
a" 'v^Tppcr-inr. This is a ferious charge againft me, as a 
Iportfinan j and though I cannot allow that I have put 
the cart before the horlb, in the manner you are pleftfed 
to mention, yet you have made it neceflary for me to ex* 
plain myfelf further, 

I MUST therefore remind you, that 1 fpeak of my own 
country only, a country full of riot ; where the covers 
are large, and where there is a chacc full of Atcr, and full 
of game. In fuch a country as this, you that know fo 
well how neceflary it is for a pack of fox-hounds to be 
fteady, and to be kept together, ought not to wonder 
that I fliould prefer w excellent whipper-in, co an excel- 
lent 
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lent huntfinan. No one knows better than yotirfelf, how 
eflential a good Adjutant is to a regiment : believe me, 
a good whipper-in is not lefs neceflary to a pack of fox- 
hounds. But, I muft beg you to obfcrve, I mean only, 
that / cmld do beiter with mediocrity in tie one, than in the 
other. — ^If I have written any thing in a forrtier letter that 
iop)yra.fn9r^, I beg leave to xtxxtEt it in /^/V.^-^Yet I naj^t 
Gonfe^ to yoU| that a famous huutfoxan I am not very 
ambitious to have i unlefs^ it necefiarily followed, that 
he muft l^iitfmms howub : a conclufion I cannot admit, 
as leng as thefe, fa iaouuis gentlemen, will be continually 
attempting themfelves to do^ what would be much better 
done if left to their hounds : belides, they feldom are 
good fervants, are always conceited, and fometimes im* 
pertinent* I am very well fatisfied, if my huntfman be 
acquainted with his country, and his hounds ; rides well 
up to them> and has fome knowledge of the nature of the 
animal which he is in purfoit of : fo far am I from wilh- 
ing him to be famous^ that I hope he will ftill continue 
to tiunkj his hounds know beft how to hunt a fox. 

You fay, you agree with me> that a huntfman fliould 
ftick 4:lQie to his hounds«-if-If then his place be fixed, and 

that 
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fh^t of thp $rft whii5?cr-ia (^feffc you Jjiaw.taro) .be apc^ 
Lcannpcljtut riMfik.gfnhis J^ owr> 

as in the other : Cor mftoocci -while th(^ huntgxian is ndiiv 
to his hptdmoft Jiounds^ flu? whippcr^^ijii 4f he have gp^ 
nius, m^y ^ew it;> ip.yarious way^ $ he in^jr dapfforwac^ 
to ^py great wtb> that ^ay^, by chai^Cirr b^ 
nuy fink the wiad tohallop, or oaqb a i^x^ whrn^^f 
fccnt fails i-*-hc may keep him off hi$ foil^>~-he may ftop 
the ^il hounds, and get them forward^ 2P>d juu it fre- 
quently in bis power to aflift the hound$> ii^ichoui: doing 
them any hurt, provided he has fenfe to diftinguilh where 
he may be cbieSy wanted. BeJides, the moft ^ncial 
part of fox-hvnting> the making, and keeping the p^k 
ileady, depends entirely upon hinfi ; as a huntiman ibou)d 
fcldom rate, ^nd never flog a. hound.— -In ihort, I eoc^-f 
(ider the firft whipper-in as a fccond huntfmani. aadj to 
be perfeA, he £hould be not lefs capable of hunting the 
hounds, than the huntfman himfelf. 

. Yoir.eannot too much recommend to your wbippef-iii 
to get to the head of his hounds, before he attempts to 
flop thirm. The rating behind is to little purpofe, and if 
they ihould be in cover, may prevent him from knowing 

who 
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wKb^ the ctitpnts are. When your hbiinSs are running ^ 
ftwc, ht'tliett lltouW cohtt^t'hStttrdlf ^tfil^^^ 
arc rfbwus, aHd fliouFd ger'^hcrtt forward. They may* be 
cbfidenrined ^pon the Ipbt, but the punMhmeht ffiould be 
deferred iffl the next day, when they may be taken dut on 
purpoftfW cdmrhit the fault, iaind ftifier the pumfliiment. 
t^gt(^-^itb you, that young hounds cannot beawed tbo 
muchi yet fbffer not your puhifliment of them to ex- 
ceed their oflfence,— I could wifb to draw a line betwixt 
jiiftice and barbarity*. 

A WHIPPER-IN, while breaking^ young hounds, fbme- 
times ^ill rate them, before they commit the fault : thi j 
may, perhaps, prevent them, for that time; but they will 
be juft as feady to begin the next opportunity. Had he 
not better let them quite alone, till he fee what they would 
be at ? The difcipline then may be proportioned to the 



• I am forry that it ftiould be necefl^ry to explain, what I mean 
hy.har^arkj, I mean ^bai puni&ment; wkich is eidier, tantiecefla- 
rily, inftifted ; which is inflided with fc verity j or from which no 
j)offib1e good can arife. — Punifhment, when properly applied, ii not 
crueltx i i» BOt rcrenge; it is jnilice ;«— it is even mercy. The inten- 
tion of punifhment, is to prevent crimes ; and, confe4|uent|y,ttopfe« 
vent the heceffity of puni(hing. 

' ■ ' degree 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



232 THOUGHTS UPON 

degree of the offence. Whether a riotous young hound 
run little or much, is of fmall confequence, if he be not 
encouraged : it is the blood only that flgnifies, which in 
every kind of riot Ihould carefully be prevented*- 

Mv general orders to my whipper-in, are, if when he 
rate a hound, the hound does not mind him, to take him 
up immediately, and give him a fevere flogging. Whip- 
pers-in are too -apt to continiie rating, even when they 
find that rating will not avail. There is but <Mie way to 
flop fuch hounds, which is, to get to the heads of them- 
•——I alfo tell him, never on any account to ftrike a 
hound, unlefs the hound be at the fame time fenlible what 
it is for.— What think you of the whipper-in who ftruck a 
hound as he was going to cover, becaufe he was likely to 
be noify afterwards—faying, '^you will he noify enough hy 
" and lycy I warrant you.^* Whippers-in when left to 
themfelves are rare judges of propriety ! I wilh they 

* It is not meant that hounds fliould be fuffeFcd to continue on a 
wrong icenty longer, than may be necefiary to know that the feent is a 
wrong one. This paflage refers to page 95 , where the author's mean- 
ing is more fully explained. It is introduced here more (Irongly to 
mark the danger of encouraging hounds on a wrong (cent, and indulg- 
ing them afterwards in the blood of it. 

would 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



HUNTING. 233 

would never ftrike a houn4 that does not deferve itj and 
would ftrike thofe hard that do. They feldom diftinguifh 
fujBiciently the degrees of offence which a dog may have 
committed, to proportion their punifhment accordingly ^ 
and fuch is their ftupidity, that when they turn a hound 
after the huntfman, they will rate him, as fevwely, as if 
heliad been guilty of (ho greateft fault. 

It is feldoin necdTary to flog hounds to make thei;ai 
obedient, lince obedience is the firft ieflbn they are taught. 
Yet, if any ihould be more riotous than the reft, they may 
receive a few cuts in the morning, before they leave the 
kennel. 

When hounds prove unfteady, every poflible means 

(hould be taken to make them otherwife. A hare> or 

a deer, put into the kennel amongft them, may then be 
ncceflary. Huntfmen are too fond of kennel difcipline. 
You already know my opinion of it. I never allow itj 
but in cafes of great neceflity. — I then am always prefent 
myfelf, to prevent excefs. To prevent an improper and 
barbarous ufe of fuch difcipline, I have already told you, 
is one of the chief objcfts of thefe letters.— If what 

Hh Mon- 
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Montaigne fays be true^ " that there is a certain general 
^^ claim of kindnefs and benevolence, which every creature 
*' has a right to from us," furely we ought not to fuflfer 
unneceflary feverity towards an animal, whom we are 
obliged to, for fo much diverfion: and what opinion 
muft we have of the huntfman, who inflifts it on one, 
to whom be owes his daily bread *• 

Such of my hounds as may be very riotous, are taken 
out by themfelves on the days when they do not hunt, 
and properly puniflied i and this is continued whilft my 
patience lafts ; which of courfe depends on the value of 
the dog. — It is a trial betwixt the whipper-in and the 
dog, which will tire firft 5 and the whipper-in, I think, 

• " Perhaps it is not the leaft extraordinary circumftance in thcfc 
'* flogging lectures, that they Ihould be given with Montaigne^ or 
'* any other moral author whatever, in recolleftion at the fame in- 
" ftant !" (vide Monthly Review) Perhaps it is not the leaft extraordi- 
nary circumftance in thefe criticifms, that this paflage fliould have 
been quoted as a proof of the author's inhumanity. — The critic ends 
his ftri^lures with the following exclamation—'* Of a truth, a fportf- 
** man is the moft uniform confiftent character, from his own repre- 
'* fentation, that we ever contemplated !*' — and yet perhaps there are 
fportfmen to be found, poflefled of as tender feelings of humanity, as 
any critic what foe ver.— The motto prefix t to thefe letters, if it had 
been attended to, might have entitled the author to more candour, 
than the critic has thought fit to beftow upon him. 

generally- 
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generally prevails.— If this method will not make them 
fteady^ no other can ; they then are looked upon as in- 
corrigible, and are put away. 

Such hounds, as are notorious offenders, fhould alfo 
feel the la(h, and hear a rate, as they go to the cover ; it 
may be an ufeful hint to them, and may prevent a feverer 
flogging afterwards. A fenfible whipper-in will wait his 
opportunity to fingle out his hound ; he will then hit him 
hard, and rate him well j whilft a foolifh one will often 
hit a dog he did not intend to hit -, will ride full gallop 
into the midft of the hounds ; will, perhaps, ride over 
fome of the beft of them, and put the whole pack into 
confufion.— I This is a manoeuvre I cannot bear to fee. 

Have a care ! are words which feldom do any harm ; 
fince hounds, when they are on a right fcent, will not 
mind them. Let your whipper-in be careful how he 
encourage the hounds j that, improperly done, may fpoil 
your pack« 

A WHIPPER-IN will rate a hound, and t-hen endeavour 
to flog him. A dog, a^-er having been rated, will natu- 

H h 2 rally 
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rally aroid the whip. — Tell your whipper-in, whcnerer a 
hound ihall defenre the la(h| to hit him &rft> and rate hhn 
afterwards. 

Whbk there are two whippers-in, one ought always to 
be forward. When there is only $ne, he, to be perfeft, 
fluould be a very A6mgo, ben, there, and evefy where. 

You will find it difficult to keep your people in their 
proper places ; I have been obliged to Hop back myfelf 
to bring on hounds^ which my fervants had left behind. 
I cannot give you a greater proof how neceflary it is, that 
a whipper-in fhould bring home all his hounds, than by 
telling you, that I had loft an old hound for ten days, 
and fent all the country over to enquire after him ; and at 
laft, when I thought no more about him, in drawing a 
large cover in the country where he had been loft, he 
joined the pack; he was exceedingly emaciated, and 
it was a long time before he recovered. — How he fob- 
fifted all that time, I cannot imagine. When any of 
your hounds may be miffing, you fhould fend the whip- 
per-in back inraiediatcly to look for them ;— it will teach 
him to keep them more together. 

The 
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Thb getting forward the tail hounds is a necefTary part 
of fox-hunting, in which you will find a good whipper-in 
of the greateil ufe. He muft alfo get forward hinnfclf at 
times^ when the huntfman is not with the hounds ; but 
the fecoad whipper-in, (who frequently is a young lad, 
ignorant of his bufineis) on no account ought to erlcou* 
rage or rate a hound, but when he is quite certain it is 
right to do it -, nor is be ever to get forward, fo long as a 
fingle hound remains behind. 

HoUm forward, is certainly a necefTary and a good 
halloo; but i* it not ufed too indifcriminately ?— it is for 
ever in the mouth of a whipper-in. If your hounds be 
Bcver ufed to that halloo, till after a fox be found, you 
will fee them fly to it.— At other times, other halloos will 
anfwer the purpofe of getting them on as well. Halloa 
forward being ufed as foon as the game is on foot, it 
fcems as if another halloo were necefTary to denote the 
breaking cover. Aw^ ! awaj ! might anfwer that pur- 
poC:. Gentlemen who arc kind enough to ftop back to 
aflift hounds, fhould hare notice given them, when the 
hotinds leacve the cover* 

Mosir 
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Most huntfmen, I believe, are jealous of the whipper- 
in i they frequently look on him as a fucccflbr, and there- 
fore do not very readily admit him into the kennel j yet, 
in my opinion, it is ncceflary that he (hould go thither, 
for he ought to be well acquainted with the hounds, who 
ihould know and follow him, as well as the huntfman. 

To recapitulate what I have already faid — if your 
whipper-in be bold and aftive j be a good, and careful 
horfcman j have a good ear, and a clear voice ; if, as I 
foid, he be a very MungOy having, at the fame tioie, judgment 
to diftinguifh where he can be of moft ufe j if, joined to 
thefe he be above the foolifh conceit of killing a fox, 
without die huntfman -, but on the contrary, be difpofed 
to aflift him all he can, he then is a perfe<5): whipper-in. 

I AM forry to hear that your hounds are fo unfteady i — 
it is fcarcely poffible to have fport with unfteady hounds ; 
they are half tired before the fox is found, and are not to 
be depended upon afterwards. — It is a great pleafure when 
a hound challenges, to be certain he is right : it is a cruel 
difappointment to hear a rate immediately fucceed it, and 
the fmacking of whips, inftcad of halloos of encourage- 
ment. 
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ment. A few riotous and determined hounds do a deal 
of mifchief in a pack.— Never, when you can avoid it, 
put them amongft the reft ; — let them be taken out by 
thcmfelves, and well chaftifed, and if you find them in- 
corrigible, hang them. The common faying, evil com- 
munkaticns corrupt good manners^ holds good with regard 
to hounds ; they are eafily corrupted. The feparating of 
the riotous ones from thofe which are fteady, anfwers 
many good purpofes. It not only prevents the latter 
from getting the blood which they fhould not, but it alfo 
prevents them from being over awed by the fmacking of 
whips, which is too apt to obftruft drawing, and going 
deep into coven— A couple of hounds, which I received 
from a neighbour laft year, were hurtful to my pack. 
They had run with a pack of harriers 5 and, as I foon 
found, were never afterwards to be broken from hare. 
It was the beginning of the leafon, covers were thick, 
hares in plenty, and we feldom killed lefs than five or fix 
in a morning. The pack at laft got fo much blood, that 
they would hunt them as if they were defigned to hunt 
nothing elfe. — I parted with that couple of hounds 5 and 
the others, by proper management, are become as fteady 
as they were before. You will remind me, perhaps, that 

they 
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they were draft hound».--*It ia true, they were fo j but 
they were three or four years hunters ; an age when they 
might be fuppofed to have known better.-— I advUe 
you, unlefs a known good pack of hounds are to be dif- 
pofed of^ not to accept old hounds. I mention this to 
encourage the breeding of hounds^ and as the likelieft 
means of getting a bsndfQme, good, and flea^y pack : though 
I give you this advice^ it is true, I have accepted draft* 
hounds myfelf, and they have been very good : but they 
were the gift of the friend, mentioned by me in a former 
letter j to whom I have already acknowledged many obli- 
gations ; andj unlefs you meet with fuch a one, old 
Jiounds will not prove worthy your acceptance* :— be- 
fides, they may bring vices enough along with them, to 
fpoil your whole pack. If old hounds Ihould be un- 
ftcady, it may not be in your power to make them other- 
wife i and I can aflure you from experience, that an un- 
fteady old hound will give you more trouble than all your 
young ones. The latter will at leaftftop; but an obfti- 
nate old hound will frequently run mute, if he find that 
he can run no other way ; befides, old bounds, that arc 

* The Hon. Mr. Booth Grey, brother to the Earl of Stamford. 
The hounds h«re alluded to were from Lord Stamford*s kennel. 
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unacquainted with your people, will not readily hunt for 
them, as they ought ; and fuch as were fteady in their 
own pack, may become unfteady in yours. I once faw 
an extraordinary inftanee of this, when I kept harriers. 
Hunting one day on the downs, a well-known fox-hound 
of a neighbouring gentleman came and joined us, and as 
he both ran fafter than we did, and (kirted more, he 
broke every fault, and killed many hares. I faw this 
hound often in his own pack afterwards, where he was 
perfeftly fteady j and, though he conftantly hunted in 
covers, where hares were in great plenty, I never re- 
member to have fecn him run one ftep after them. 

A cHANGX of country alfo, will fometimes occafion a 
difference in the fteadinefs of hounds. My hounds hunt 
frequently in Cranborn Chace, and are fteady from deer j 
yet, I once knew them run an outlying deer, which they 
linexpcftedly found in a diftant country. 

I AM forry to hear fo bad an accident has happened to 
yo^r pack, as that of killing fheep j but, I apprehend, 
from your account of it, that it proceeded from idlenefs, 
/ather than vice. The manner ip which the fheep were 

I i killed. 
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killed, may give you fome infight into k ; old prii^ 
tioners generally feizing by the neck, and fcldom, if crcfj 
behind. This, like other vices, fometimes runs in the 
blood : in an old hound, it is, I believe, incorrigible : 
the bed way, therefore, will be to hang all thofe, wfaich^ 
after two or three whippings, carinot be cured of it. In 
fome countries hounds are more inclined to kiH flieep, 
than they are in others. Hounds may be fteady in cckin* 
tries where the covers are fenced 5 and (heep are only to 
be feen in flocks, either in large fields, or on open downs; 
and the fame hounds may be unfteady in forefts and 
heathy countries, where the Iheep are not lefs wild than 
the deer. However, hounds, (hould they ftir but a ftep 
after them, (hould undergo the fevereft difcipline; if 
young hounds do it from idlenefs, ^bat, and plenty of 
work, may reclaim them ; for old hounds, guilty of this 
vice, I know, as I faid before, of but one fure remedy-^ 
the halter. 

Though I fo ftrongly recommend to you, to make 
your hounds fteady, from having feen unfteady packs, 
yet I muft alfo add, that I have frequently feen the men 
even more unfteady than the hounds. It is (hocking to 
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hfiAF hour)ds hallood one minute, and rated the next.— 

Nothing offends a good fportfinan fo muchj or is in itfelf 

fa hurtful. I will give you an inftancc of the danger of 

iti — my beagles were remarkably fteady; they hunted 

hare in Cranborn Chace, where deer are in great plenty, 

and would draw for hours, without taking the lead notice 

of them. When tired, of hare-hunting, I was inclined to 

try if I could find any diverfion in hunting of fallow deer. 

I had been told that it would be impoflible to do it with 

thpfe hounds that had been made fteady from them i and, 

to put it to the trial, I took them into a cover of my own, 

which has many ridings cut in it, and where are many 

deer. The firft deer we faw, we hallood, and by great 

encouragement, and conftant hallooing, there were but 

few of thefe fteady hounds but would run the fcent. — ^They 

hunted deer conftantly from that day, and never loft one 

afterwards. — Dogs are fenfible animals j they foon find 

out what is required of them, when we do not confufe 

them by our own heedlefsnefs : when we encourage them 

to hunt a fcent which they have been rated from, and, 

perliaps, feverely chaftifed for hunting, they muft needs 

thick us very cruel, capricious, and inconfiftent*. 

If 

• Tho' all hounds ought to be made obedient, none require it fo 

I i 2 much 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



444 THOUGHTS UPON 

If yau know any pack that is very unfteadjr^ depend 
upon it^ either no care has been taken in enteriog the 
young hounds to make them fteady j or elfe, the men, 
afterwards, by hallooing them pi> upproftrlf^ and po a 
wrong fcent, have forced them to^ i?|^f;^i^e fo« 



'^.f L-' 



Thb firft day of the feafon^ I %iyHe{ you to take out 
jfQur pack where you have leaft jriet>:At[^ where you aiie 
jnip|fl[ fure to Qnd : for, notwithftandii^ their ftcadinefs 
at (thcsend of the laft feafon> long^ reft^ may have made 
them otherwife. If you have any hounds mo*e vitious 
than the reft, they (hould be left at honie a day or twoji 
till the others are well in blood : your people, without 
doubt, will be particularly cautious, at the beginning of 
the feafon, what hounds they halloo to : Iboukl they 



much as fox-liounds, for, without it, they will be totally uncontroa-k 
lable ; yet, not all the chaflifement that cruelty can inflxd, will render 
Chem obedient ; anlcfs, they be made to underfland what is required 
of them ; when that is efFeded, many hounds will not need chaftife- 
ment, if you do not fuifer them to be corrupted by bad example. 
Few. packs are more obedient than my own, yet none, I believe, are 
chaftifed lei^ ; for, as thofe hounds that are guilty of an offence, «r# 
fiiver parJotiedi fo, thofe that are innocent, being by this means k& 
liable to be corrupted, are ntvet fttnijhed* 

■ ' be 
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be encouraged on a wrong fcent, it will be a great hurt 
tfo thenu 

The firft" day that you hunt in the foreft, be equally 
cautious, what hounds you take out. All Ihould be 
ftcady from deer ; you afterwards may put others to them, 
a few at a time* I hxv* ften a pack draw fteadily enough -, 
and yet, when rtrrthirig hard, fall on a weak deer, and reft 
as contented, as if they had killed their fox. Thtfft 
hounds were not chaftifed, though caught in the faft, but 
were fufiered to draw on for a frelh fox -, I had rather 
they had undergone feverc difcipline.— The finding of 
another fox with them afterwards, might then have been 
offcrvice; othcrwife, in my opinion, it could only fcrve 
to encourage them in the vice, and make them worfe 
and worfe. 

I MUST mention an inftance of extraordinary fagacity 
in a fox beagle, which once belonged to the Duke of 
Cumberland. I entered him at hare, to which he was 
immediately fo fteady, that he would run nothing elfe. 
When a fox was found by the beagles^ which fometunes 

hap- 
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happened, he would inftandy come to the heels of the 
huntfman's horfe; fome years afterwards I hunted fox 
onlyy and though I parted with moft of the others, I kept 
bim : he went out conftantly with the pack, and as hares 
were fcarce in the country I then hunted, he did no hurt: 
the moment a fox was found, he came to the horfe^s 
heels. This continued fome time, till catching view of 
a fox that was finking, he ran in with the reft, and was 
yell blooded.—— He, from that time to the day of his 
death, was not only as fleady a hound to fox, as ever 

I knew, but became alfo our very beft finder, 1 bred 

fome buck-hounds from him, and they are remarkable 
for never changing from a hunted deer.— 

Your huntfinan's weekly return is a very curious one > 
— he is particularly happy in the fpelling. The follow- 
ing letter which is in the fame ftyle, may make you 
laugh, and is perhaps no unfuitable return for yours. 



SIR 
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H 



SIR 
ONORED* 



I have been out with the hounds this day to ayer the froft 
is very bad the hounds are all pure well at prefent and 
horfes ihepard has had a misfortin with his mare fhe hung 
harfelf with the holter and throd har felf and broak har 
neck and frac tard jfkul fo we was forsd to nock har In the 
head from your ever dutyful Humbel Sanrant. 

Wednefday evening 

* The lines omitted, were not upon the fubjeft of hunting. 
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LETTER XIX. 



INDING, by your laft letter, that an early hout 
does not fuit you, I will mention fome particulars which 
may be of ufe to y6u, when you hunt late : an early hour 
is only neceflary where covers arc large, and foxes fcarcc 5 
where they are in plenty, you may hunt at any hour you 
pleafe. When foxes are weak, by hunting late you have 
better chaces ; when they arc flrong, give me leave to 
tell you, you muft hunt early, or you will not always kill 
them. I think, however, when you go out late, you 
ihould go immediately to the place where you are moft 
likely to findj which, generally fpeaking, is the cover 
that hounds have been Icaft in. If the cover be large, 
you Ihould draw only fuch parts of it as a fox is likely 
to kennel in ; it is ufelefs to draw any other at a late 
hour. Befides, though it be always right to find as foon 
as you can, yet it can never be fo neceffary as when the 
day i$ far advanced :^«^if you do not find foon, a long and 

tircibme 
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tirefome day is generally the confeqiience. Wiiere the 
cover is thick, you Ihould draw it as cxaftly as if you were 
trying for a hare $ particularly, if it be furzy : for, when 
there is no drag, a fox, at a late hour, will lie till the 
hounds come clofe upon him. — Having drawn one cover, 
let your huntfman ftay for his hounds, and take them 
along with him to another : I have known hounds to find 
a fox after the huntfman had left the cover. The whip- 
pcrs-in are not to be fparing of their whips, or voices, on 
this occafion, and are to come through the middle of the 

cover, to be certain that they leave no hounds behind. 

. , t 

A HUNTSMAN will complain of hounds for ftaying be- 
hind in cover. — It is a great fault, and makes the hound 
addifted to it of but little value ; — yet this fault frequently 
is occafioncd by the huntfman's own mifmanagemcnt. 
Having drawn one cover, he hurries away to another, and 
leaves the whipper-in to bring on the hounds after him 5 
but the whipper-in is feldom lefs defirous of getting for- 
ward than the huntfman ; and, unlefs they come ofFeafily, 
it is not often that he will give himfclf much concern 
about them. Hounds alfo that are left too long at th^ir 
walks, will acquire this trick from hunting by themfelves, 

Kk and 
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and arc not eafily broken of it.-— Having faid all that 
I can, at prefent, rccoUeft, of the duty of a whipper-in j 
I fhall now proceed to give you a further account of that 
of a huntfoian. What has already been faid on the fub- 
jeft of drawings and caftingy related to the fox-chacc 
dcfcribed in a former letter. Much, without doubt, is 
ftill left to fay ; and I will endeavour, as well as I am 
able, to fupply the deficiency, by confidering, firft, in 
what manner he fhould draw; and afterwards, how he 
ihould call his hounds. 

The fixing a day or two before hand upon the cover in 
which you intend to hunt, is a great hindrance to fport, 
in fox-hunting. You, that have the whole country to 
yourfelf, and can hunt on either fide of your houfe, as 
you pleafe, fliould never, (when you can help it) deter- 
mine on your place of hunting, till you fee what the wea- 
ther is likely to be*. The moft probable means to have 
good chaces, is to choofe your country according to the 
wind. 

♦ When the fcent lies bad, fmall covers, or fuch in which a fox 
cannot move unfeen, are moft favourable to hounds. In fuch covers, 
good fportfmen will kill foxes in almoft any weather. 

It 
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It will alfo require fome confideration to place hounds 
to the greatcft advantage where foxes either are in great 
plenty, or very fcarce. 

Hounds that lie idle, are always out of wind, and are 
cafily fatigued. The firft day you go out after a long 
froft, you cannot expcft much fportj take, therefore, 
confiderably more than your ufual number of hounds^ 
and throw them into the largeft cover that you have ; if 
any foxes be in the country, it is there you will find them. 
After once or twice going out in this manner, you (hould 
reduce your number*. 

Before a huntfman goes into the kennel to draft his 
hounds, let him determine within himfelf the number of 
hounds it will be beft to take out ; as likewife the num- 
ber of young hounds that he can venture in the country 
where he is going to hunt. Different countries may require 

* During a froft, hounds may be exercifed on downs, or the turn- 
pike roads ; nor will it do any material injury to their feet. Prevented 
from hunting, they (hould be fed fparingly ; and fuch as can do with- 
out flelh, fhould have none given them. A courfe, of vegetables 
fulphur and thin meat, is the likeliefl means to keep them healthy. 

K k 2 different 
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different hounds : fome may require more hounds than 
others : it is not an eafy matter to draft hounds pro- 
perly ; nor can any expedition be. made in it, without 
fome method*. 

I SELDOM fuffer many unileady hounds to be taken out 
together; and when I do, I take Mre that none fliall go 
with them, burfuch as they cannot fpoil. 

* No hound ought to be left at home, unlefs there be a reafon for 
it ; it is therefore that I fay great nicety is required to draft hounds 
properly. Many huntfmen, I believe, think it of no great confe- 
qucnce which they take out, and which they leave j provided they 
have the number requifite. A perfed knowledge in feeding, and 
drafting hounds, are the two moil eflential parts of fox-hunting : good 
hounds will require but little affiftance afterwards, ^y ftfMffg, I mean 
the bringing the hound into the field, in his higheft vigour. By 
draftings I particularly mean the taking out no unfteady hound, nor 
any that are not likely to be of fervice to the pack.— When you intend 
to hunt two days following, it is then that the greatell nicety will be 
requifite to make the moft of a fmall p?,ck. Placing hounds to the 
greateft advantage, as mentioned page 250, may alfo be confidercd as 
a neceflary part of fox-hunting. 

Hounds that are intended to hunt the next day, and are drafted off 
into the hunting kennel, as foon as they are fed ; fhould be let out again 
into the outer court in the evening : My hounds have generally fome 
thin meat given them at this time, while the feeder cleans out their 
kennel. 1 have already faid that cleanlinefs is not lefs eflential than 
food. 

When 
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Wren the place of meeting, and time are fixed, every 
huntfman ought tt> be as exad to them as it is poffiblc. 
On no account is he to be iefore the time ; yet, on fome 
occafions, it might be better, perhaps, for the diverfion, 

were he permitted to be after iV*. The courfe your 

huntfman intends to take in drawing, ought alfo to be 
well undcrftood before he leaves the kennel. 

If your huntfman, without inconvenience, can begin 
drawing at the fartheft cover down the wind, and fo draw 
from cover to cover up the wind till you find, let him 
do it : it will have many advantages attending it : he will 
draw the fame covers in half the time; — ^your people 
cannot fail of being in their proper places j — you will 
have lefs difficulty in getting your hounds off^j — and as 
the fox will mod probably run the covers that have been 
already drawn, you are leaft likely to change. 

If you have a ftring of fmall covers, and plenty of foxes 
in them, fome caution may be neceflary to prevent your 
hounds from difturbing them all in one day. Never 

♦ When there is a white froft for inftance, at the going off of which, 
the fcent never lies. 

hunt 
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hunt your fmall covers till you have well rattled the 
large ones firft; for until the foxes be thinned and 
difperfed, where they were in plenty, it muft be bad 
policy to drive others there to increafe the number. — If 
you would thin your foxes, you muft throw off at the 
fame cover as long as you can find a fox. If you cofne 
off with the firft fox that breaks, y^u do not difturb the 
cover, and may expeft to find there again the next day ; 
but where they are fcarce, you fliould never draw the 
fame cover two days following. 

Judicious huntfmen will obfervc where foxes like beft 
to lie. —In chaces and forefts, where you have a great 
tra6t of cover to draw, fuch obfervation is neceffary, or 
you will lofe much time in finding. Generally fpeaking, 
I think they are fondeft of fuch as lie high, and are dry 
and thick at bottom ; fuch alfo as lie out of the wind ; 
and fuch as are on the funny fide of hills*. — The fame 
cover where you find one fox, when it has remained quiet 
any time, will probably produce another. 

* This muft of courfe vary in difFcrent countries, a huntfman, who 
has been ufed to a country, knows beft where to find his game. 

It 
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It is to little purpofe to draw hazle coppices at the 
time when nuts are gathered -, furze covers, or two or 
three years coppices, are then the only quiet places that a 
fox can kennel in : tbey alfo are difturbed when pheafant- 
ihooting begins, and older covers are more likely. The 
feafon when foxes are moft wild and ftrong is about 
Chriftmasi a huntfman, then, muft lofe no time in draw- 
ing ; he mud draw up the wind j unlefs the cover be very 
large, in which cafe it may be better perhaps to crofs it j 
giving the hounds a fide wind, left he fliould be obliged 
to turn down the wind at laft: — in either cafe let him 
draw as quietly as he can. 

Young coppices, at this time of the year, are quite 
bare : the moft likely places are four or five years cop- 
pices, and fuch as are furzy at bottom. 

It is eafy to perceive, by the account you give of your 
hounds, that they do not draw wcUj your huntfman, 
therefore, muft be particularly attentive to them after a 
wet night. The beft drawing hounds are (hy of fearching 
a cover, when it is wet 5 yours, if care be not taken, will 
not go into it at all : your huntfman fhould ride into 

the 
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the likeliefl: part of the cover, and as it is probable there 
will be no drag, the clofer he draws the better : he muft 
not draw too nnuch an end, but flipuld crofs the cover 
backwards and forwards, taking. care at the faaie tinne to 
give his hounds as much the wind as poffible*. 

It is not often that you will fcp a pack perfeftly fteady, 
where there is much riot j and yet draw well : fome 
^hounds will not exert themfelves, till others challenge j 
and are encouraged f. 



I FEAR the many harriers that you have in your neigh- 
bourhood will be hurtful to your fport : by conftantly 
difturbing the covers, they will make the foxes (hy, and 
when the covers become thin, there will be but little 
chance of finding foxes in them : furze covers are then 
the mod likely places. Though I like not to fee a 
huntfman to a pack of fox-hounds ever off his horfe, yet, 

* Hounds that are hunted, conflantly, at an early hour, feldom I 
think draw well ; they depend too much upon a drag, and it is not in 
ijie llrongefl part of the cover that they are accuftomcd to try for it. 

f This relates to making hounds fteady only, which always caofes 
confiifion, and interrupts drawing. When once a pack arc become 
fteady, they will be more likely to draw well, than if they were »ot. 

at 
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at a late hour, he fhould draw a furze cover as flowly as 
if he were himfelf on foot. I am well convinced that 
jiuntfm^n, by drawing in too great a hurry, leave foxes 
fometimes behind them. I once faw a remarkable in- 
ftance of it with my own hounds : we had drawni (as wc 
thought) a cover, which, in the whole, confifted of about 
ten acres; yet, whilfl; the huntfman was blowing his horn, 
to get his hounds off, one young fox was hallood, and 
another was fcen immediately after : it was a cover on 
the fide of a hill, and the foxes had kennelled clofe to- 
gether at an extremity of it, where no hound had been.— 

Some huntfmen draw too quick ; fome too flow. The 

time of day, the behaviour of his hounds, and the covers 
they are drawing, will direft an obferving huntfman in 
the pace which he ought to go. When you try a furze 
brake, let me give you one caution; — never halloo a 
fox till you fee that he is quite clear of it. When a 
fox is found in fuch places, hounds are fure to go off 
well with him ; and it muft be owing either to bad fcent, 
bad hounds, bad management, or bad luck, if they fail 
to kill him afterwards. 

It is ufual in moft packs to rate, as foon as a young 

L 1 hound 
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hcutiA chtllenges* Tho* young hounds are often wrong, yet, 
fince it is not impofllible that they may be fomednses right, 
is it not as well to have a little patience, in order to ice 
whether any of the old ones will join, before any thing is 
faid to them ? Have a care I is fully fufiicient, till you are 
more certain that the hound is on a wrong fcent. I men- 
tion this as a hint only— I am myfclf no enemy to a 
rate — I cannot think that a. fox was ever loft, or pack 
fpoilt by it : It is improper encouragement that I am afraid 
oF moft. 

When a fox (links from his kennel, gets a great way 
before the hounds, and you are obliged to hunt after him 
with a bad fcent ; if it be a country where foxes are in 
plenty, and you know where to find another, you had 
better do it. 

While hounds are drawing for a fox, let your people 
place thernfelves in fuch a manner that he cannot go off 
unfeen. I have known them lie in Iheep's fcrapes on the 
fide of hills, and in fmall bulhes, where huntfmen never 
think of looking for them ; yet, when they hear a hound, 
they generally fliift their cjuarters, and make for clofer 

covers. 
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co'^en.^^Gcfitleineo ihoukl take this neceflkry part ^ 
fox-hunting ofi thtrnfciveA, for the whipper-in ha$ othGt 
bnfmcfs bo attend on*. 

I APPROVE not of long drags in large covers ; they 
give too great an advantage to the fox, they give him a 
hint to make the bed of his way, and he frequently will 
fet off a long while before you. This may be prevented 
by throwing your hounds into that part of the cover, in 
which he is moft likely to kennel : for want of this pre- 
caution, a fox fometimes gets fo far the ftart of hounds, 
that they are not able to do any thing with him after- 
wards. Alfo, when hounds firft touch on a drag, fome 
huntfmen are fo carelefs, that whilft they are going on 
with it the wrong way themfelves, a fingle hound finds 
the fox, and is not caught any more by the pack, till 
he has loft him again. 

Foxes are faid to go down the wind to their kennel -, 
but, I believe, they do not always obferve that rule. 

Huntsmen, whilft their hounds are drawing, or are at 

♦ Upon thefc occafions, when you fee two gentlemen togetbir^ you 
may reafonably conclude that one of them at leafl, knows nothing of 
the matter* 

L 1 2 a fault. 
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a fault, freqtjently make fo much noife rhemfdvrs, that 
they can hear nothing clfc : tliey (houM always have an 
ear to a halloo. I once faw an extraordinary inftancc of 
the want of it in my own huntfman, who was making fo 
much noife with his hounds, which were then at fault, 
that a man hallood a long while before he heard him ; 
and when he did hear him, fo little did he know whence 
the halloo came, that he rode two miles the wrong way, 
and loft the fox. 

When hounds approach a cover, which it is intended 
they (hould draw, and dalh away towards it, whippers-in 
ride after them to ftop them. It is too late, and they 
had better let them alone ; it checks them in their draw- 
ing, and is of no kind of ufe ; it will be foon enough to • 
begin to rate when they have found, and hunt improper 
game : if a huntfman has his hounds under good com- 
flfand, and is attentive to them, they will not break off 
'till he choofes that they fhould. If he go by the fide of 
a cover which he does not intend to draw, his whippers-in 
muft be in their proper places •, but if he ride up to a 
cover with them unawed, uncontrouled j a cover where 
they have been ufed to find, they muft be flack indeed, 
if they do not dafti into it. It is for that reafon better, 

I think. 
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I think> not to come into a cover always the fame way j 
hounds, by not knowing what is going forward, will be 
lefs likely to break off, and will draw more quietly. I 
liave feen hounds fo flafliy, that they would break away 
from the huntfman as foon as they faw a cover ; and I 
have feen the fame hounds ftop, when they got to the 
cover fide, and not go into it. It is want of proper dif* 
cipline which occafions faults like thefe. Hounds that 
are under fuch command as never to leave their huntfman 
till he encourage them to do it, will be then fo confident, 
that they will not return to him again. 

Were fox-hounds to ftop, like ftop-hounds, at the 
fmack of a whip, they would not do their bufinefs the 
worfe for it, and it would give you many advantages very 
eflential to your fport : — fuch, as when they have to wait 
under a cover fide ;— when they run riot -, — when tl}ey 
change fcents ; — when a fingle hound is on before 5 — ana 
when a fox is headed back into a cover. Hounds that 
are not under good command, fubjeft you to many in- 
con veniencies 5 and you may, at times, be obliged to go 
out of your way, or be made to draw a cover againft 
your will. A famous pack of hounds, in my neighbour- 
hood, 
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hpod, 1 meAO, the late LcM-d C— — n'a, had no ftwU 
but whoit had it^ rife from bad management i nor is it 
podlbte to do My thing with a pack of fox-hounds, tinleis 
they are obedient. They fliouM both love, and fiear the 
huntfman 1 they fliould fear him much, yet they fhould 
love him more* — Without doubt hounds would do nrrore 
for huntfmcn, if they loved therti better. Dogs, that arc 
conftantly with their mafters, acquire a wonderful deal of 
penetration, and much may be done through the medium 
of their afFcdions. I attribute the extraordinary fagacity 
of the buck -hound to the manner in which he is treated. 
He is the conftant companion of his inftruftor and bene- 
faftor, the man whom he was firft taught to fear, and has 
fince learned to love. Ought we to wonder that he flK)uld 
be obedient to him ? Yet who can view without furprife the 
hounds and the deer amufmg themfelves familiarly together 
<m the fame lawn ; living, as it were, in the mod friendly 
intercourfci and know that a word from the keeper will 
dilfolve the amity. The obedient dog, gentle when un- 
provoked, flies to the well-known fummons j how changed 
from what he was ! roufed from his peaceful (late, and 
cheered by his matter's voice, he is now urged on with 
a relentlefs fury, that only death can fatisfy i— -the death 

of 
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of the wry Jeer he is encouraged to porftie, which hot the 
various fcehts that crofs hinfi in his way, can tempt him 
to forfakc. The bufinefs of the day over, fee him follow, 
carelcfs and contented, his mafter's ftt^s, to repofe oh 
the fame lawn, where the frightened deer again return, 
and are again indebted to bis courtefj^ for their wonted 
pafturc. Wonderful proofs of obedience, fagacity, and 
penetration ! The many learned dogs, and learned horfes 
that fo frequently appear, and aftonifb the vulgar, fuffi- 
ciently evince what education is capable of; and it is to 
education I muft chiefly attribute the fuperior excellence 
of the buck-hound, fince 1 have feen high-bred fox-hounds 
do the fame under the fame good mafters. But to return 
to my fubjeft. — 

Young foxes, that have been much dilhirbed, will lie 
at ground. I once found feven or eight in a cover, where 
the next day I could not find one -, nor were they to be 
found elfewhere : the earths, at fuch times, fhould be 
ftopt three or four hours before day, or you will find no 
foxes. 

The firft day you hunt a cover that is full of foxes, and 

you 
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you want blood, let them not be checked back into the 
cover, which is the ufual piaftice at fuch times, but let 
fome of them get off: if you do not, what with continual 
changing, and fometimes running the heel, it is probable 
that you will not kill any. Another precaution, I think, 
may be alfo neceflary : that is, to flop fuch earths oi?ly 
as you cannot dig. — If fome foxes (hould go to ground, 
it will be as well ; and if you Ihould be in want of blood 
at laft, you will then know where to get it. 

It is ufual, when people are not certain of the ftea- 
dinefs of their hounds from deer, to find a fox in an ad- 
jacent cover, that they may be on their right fcent when 
they come where deer are, I have my doubts of the pro- 
priety of this proceeding : if hounds have not been well 
awed from deer, it is not fit that they at any rate Ihould 
c««ie among them j but if hounds be tolerably fteady, 
I had rather find a fox with them amongft deer, than 
bring them afterwards into covers whejce deer are. By 
drawing amongft them, they in fome degree will be awed 
from the fcent, and poflibly may ftick to the fox, when 
once he is found ; but fhould unfteady hounds, when high 
on their mettle, tun into a cover where deer are in plenty, 

there 
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there is no doubt, that the firft check they come to, they 
will all fall off. I always have found hounds moft in- 
clined to riot, when moft upon their mettle;— fuch as 
are given to (heep, will then kill Iheep ; and fuch as arc 
not quite fteady from deer, will then be moft likely to 
break off after them. When hounds are encouraged on a 
fccnt, if they lofe that fcent, it is then an unfteady hound 
is ready for any kind of mifchief. 

I HAVE already faid— that a huntfman ought never to 
flog a hound. When a riotous hound, confcious of his 
offence, may efcape from the whipper-in, and fly to the 
huntfinr.n, you will fee him put his whole pack into con- 
fufion, by endeavouring to chaftife him, himfelf. — This is 
the height of abfurdity ! — Inftcad of flogging the hound, 
he ought to encourage him, who fliould always have fomc 
place to fly to for prOteftion. If the offence be a bad 
one, let him get off his horfe, and couple up the dog, 
leaving him to be chaftifed by the whipper-in, after he 
himfelf is gone on with the pack. — ^The punifliment over, 
let him again encourage the hound to come to him.— 
Hounds that are riotous in cover, and will not come off 
readily to the huntfman's halloo, (hould be flogged in 
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the coveo rather than out of it»— Treated in this mtimerj 
you will not find any difficulty in getting your hounds off, 
otherwife, they will foon find that the cover will favc 
them i from whence they will have more fenfe, when they 
have committed an offence^ than to come to receive punifli* 
ment. A favourite hound^ that has acquired a habit of 
flaying back in large covers, had better not be taken 
into them. 

I HAVE been more particular than I otherwife fliould 
have been, upon a fuppofition that your hounds draw ill ; 
however, you need not obfcrve all the cautions I have 
given, unlefs your hounds require them. 

Some art may be neceffary to make the moft of the 
country that you hunt. I would advife you not to draw 
the covers near your houfe, while you can find elfe- 
where j it will make them certain places to find in, when 
you go out late ; or, may otherwife be in want of them. 
For the fame reafon, I would advife you not to hunt thofe 
covers late in the feafon j — they Ihould not be much dif- 
turbed after Chriftmas. Foxes will then refort to them, 
will breed there, and you can preferve them with little 

trouble. 
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ttauble.-— This relates to the good maaagement of a pack 
of hounds, which is a bufineia diftinft from huating them* 

Though a buodinan ought to be as £dent as pofllble 
a£ going into a cover^ he cannot be too noify at coming 
out of it again i and if at any time he fhould turn back 
fuddenly, let him give as much notice of it as he can 
to his hounds^ or he will leave many behind him ; 
and Ihould he turn down the wind, he may fee no more 
of them* 

I SHOULD be forry that the filence of my huntfman 
fhould proceed from either of the following caufes. — 
A huntfman that I once knew (who, by the bye, I believe 
is at this time, a drummer in a marching regiment) 
went out one morning fo very drunk, that he got off 
his horfe in the midft of a thick cover, laid himfelf 
down, and went to fleep :— he was loft, nobody knew what 
was become of him, and he was at laft found in the fitu- 
ation I have juft defcribed. He had however great good 
luck on his fide ; for at the very inftant he was found, a 
fox was hallood -, upon which he mounted his horfe, rode 
deiperately^ killed his fox handfomcly, and was forgiven. 

M m 2 I RE- 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



^ THOUGHT S' UPON 

I REMEMBER anothcf huntfman filent from a different 
caufe ; this was a fulky one. Things did not go on to 
pleafe him i he therefore alighted from his horfe in the 
middle of a wood, and, as quittly as he could, coUeded 
his hounds about him ; he then took an opportunity, when 
the coaft was clear, to fet ofi^filently, and by himfelf, f^ 
amother tover: faowerer, his maAw, who knew: hifsrtridki^ 
lent others after him to bring him back ; tbey found him 
running a fox moft merrily, and to his great aftonifiKncDt, 
they ftopped the hounds, and made him go back along 
tfitik them* This fellow had often been ievcrely beafieoj 
but was ftubbom and fulky to the lail. 

To give you an idea before I quit this fubjeA, how 
litde fome peopie know of fox*huating, I muft tell you^ 
that not long ago, a gentleman aflced me if I did not fend 
people out ibe day before^ to find where the foxes lay. 

What relates to the cafting of hounds, fliali be the 
fubjcit of my next letter. 
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N my fcvBnteenth ictter> I gave you the opinion of my 
fnend **** — *^«^ /A^/ a faek of fox-bonnds^ if hft entireiy 
" to ihmfilviSy would never loje a fox.'* I am always^ forry, 
when 1 difivr from that gentleman in any thing ; yet I am 
fo far from thinking they never would lofe a fox> that I 
doubt much^ if they would ever kill one. There arc 
times> when hounds fliould be helped^ and at all times 
they muft be kept forward : bounds will naturally tie on 
a cold fcent, when flopped by (beep, or other impedir* 
mcnts I and when they are no longer able to get forward^ 
will oftentimes hunt the old fcent back again> if they find 
that they can hunt no other. It is the judicious encour- 
^ing of hounds to hunt, when they cannot run, and 
the preventing them from loling time by hunting top 
much, when they might run, that diftinguifhes a good 
fportfman from a bad one. Hounds that have been well 
taught, will cafl; forward to a hedge of their own accord : 

but 
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but you may aflure yourfelf, this excellence is never ac- 
quired by fuch a& are kft entirely to themfelves* To 
fuflfer a pack of fox*hounds to hunt thro' a flodc of Iheep, 
when it is eafy to oiake a regular cad rouad them, is, 
in my judgment, very unncceflary,— it is wilfully iofing 
time to no purpofe. I have indeed been told, that 
hounds at no time fhould be taken off their noies : I (hail 
only fay, in an^er to this, that a foK-hound who will 
not bear lifting, is not worth the keeping $ and I will 
venture to fay, it (hould be made part of his education. 

Though I like to fee fox-hounds call wide and for- 
ward, and diflike to fee them pick a cold fcent through 
flocks of Iheep to no- purpofe, yet I mull beg leave to 
t>bferve, that I diflike ftill more to fee that unaccountable 
hurry, which huntfmen will fometimcs put themfelves into, 
the moment their hounds are at fault. Time ought al- 
ways to be allowed them, to make their own caft j and if 
a huntfman be judicious, he will take that opportunity 
to confider, what part he himfelf has next to aft j but, 
jnfl:ead of this, I have feen hounds hurried away the very 
inftant they came to a fault; a wide cafl made; and the 
hounds at laft brought back again to the very place from 

whence 
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whence they were fo abruptly taken j and where, if the 
huntfman could have had a minute's patience, they would 
have hit off the fcent themfelves. It is always great im- 
pertinence in a huntfman to pretend to make bis cad, 
before the hounds have made theirs. Prudence fliould 
diredt him to encourage, and I may fay, humour his 
hounds, in the caft they feem inclined to make ; and 
either to ftand ftill, or trot round with them, as circum- 
ftances may require^ 

I HAVE feen huntfmen make their caft on bad ground^ 
when they might as eafily have made it on good. I have 
feen them fuffer their hounds to try in the midft of a flock 
of Iheep, whert there was a hedge near where they might 
have been fure to take the fcent ; and I have feen a caft 
made with every hound at their horfcs heels. When a 
hound tries for the fcent, his nofe is to the ground : when 
a huntfman makes a caft, his eye fhould be on his hounds ; 
and when he fees them fpread wide, and try as they oughts 
his caft may then be quick. 

Whbn hounds are at fault, and the huntfman halloos 
them oflf the line of the fcent, the whippers-in fmacking 

their 
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their whips, and rating them after him ; if he trot away 
with them, may they not think that the bufinefs of the day 
is over ? — Hounds never, in my opinion, (unlefs in parti- 
cular cafes, or when you go to a halloo) (hould be taken 
entirely off their nofes -, but when lifted, (hould be con- 
ftantly made to try as they go. Some huntfmcn, have a 
dull, ftupid, way of fpeaking to their hounds j at thefe 
times, little fhould be faid ; and that fiiould have both 
meaning, and exprellion in it. 

When your huntfman makes a caft, I hope he makes it 
perfeft one way, before he tries another j as much time 
is loft in going backwards and forwards. You will fee 
huntfmen, when a forward caft does not fucceed, come 
flowly back again ;^ they fliould return as faft as they 
can. 

When hounds are at fault, and it is probable that the 
fox has headed back, your caft forward fhould be fhort, 
and quick ; for the fcent is then likely to be behind you : 
too obftinate a perfeverance forward, has been the lofs of 
many foxes. In heathy countries, if there be many roadsj 
foxes will always run them in dry weather ; when hounds 
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therefore oyer-ruQ the ic<nt| if your huntikian return to 
the firft crofs road, ^ he probably will hie off the fceoc 
again. 

In large covers, where there are feveral roads j in bad 
fccnting days when thefe roads arc dry j or, after a thaw, 
when they carry; it is neceflary that your huntfman* 
Ihould be near to his hounds, to help them, and hold 
them forward. Foxes will run the roads at thefe times, 
and hounds cannot always own the fcent. When they are 
at fault on a dry road, let not your huntfman turn back 
too foon, let him not flop till he can be certain that the 
fox is not gone on ; the hounds fhould try on both fides 
the road at once : if he perceive that they try on one 
fide only, let him try the other, on his return. 

Whbn hounds are running in cover, if a huntfman fee 
a fox come into a road, and cannot fee which way he turns 
afterwards, let him ftand ftill, and fay nothing. If he 
ride on, he mull ride over the fcent ; and if he encourage 
the hounds, they, moft probably, would run beyond it. 

Wide ridings, cut through large woods, render them 

Nn lefs 
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Uk mctftJMi^bk to fpDrtfmcn t)wx they qtb^jn^Ub might 
be 5 yet l4oi>at think that th?y; ve pffi^i^ to |ipif ij^^^ 
— They are taught to fliuffle, and the fox being frcqiieotly 
headed back, they are put to many faults. — ^The roads arc 
Ibil'd by the horJfes, ai>d the hounds often Jncerni^tfed by 
^e horfemciu Such ridings o«Iy, are ^dyant4gpCHis» as 
foab^c the fervants belonging to the, houodf,.. (a get 
to them* 

If a fox run up the wind, when firft found, and after- 
wards turn, he will feldono^ if ever, turn ^^n. Thi* 
obfenration may not only be of ufe to your huntfnnan in 
his caft, but may be of ufe to yourfelfi if you fliould lofc 
the hounds. 

When you are purfuing a fox over a country, the fcent 
being bad, and the fox a long way before, without ever 
haying been prefled, if his point fhould be for ftrong 
earths that arc open, or for large covers, where game is 
in plenty, it may be afting wjfely to take off the hounds 
at the firft fault j for the fox will go many miles to your 
pne, and probably will run you out of all fcent ; and if 
Jie ihoyld not^ you will be likely to change at the firft 

cover 
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cover yotJ come into :— when a fox has been hard pi-dfed^ 
you have already my opiflSoh^ that he rieter Ihdyrld be 
given iip. ^ 

Whbm you would recover a hunted Ibx, and have M 
longer fcent to hunt him by, a long caft to the firft covei' 
wMch he feems to j)oint for, is the only rcfource that ^ovt 
have left : — get thkher as faft as you can $ and then let 
your hounds try as flowly and as quietly as poffible : if 
hunting after him be hopelefs, and a long caft do hot 
fiiccced, you had better give him up. I need not remind 
you, when the fcent lies badly, and you find it impof^ 
fible for hounds to run, that you had better return home; 
iince the next day may be more favourable. It furely is 
a great fault in a huntfman to pcrfevere in bad weather, 
when hounds cannot run j and when there is not a pro- 
bability of killing a fox. Some there are, who, after 
they have loft one fox for want of fcent to hunt him by, 
will find another i this makes their hounds flack, and 
fomctimes vitious : it alfo difturbs the covers to no pur- 
pofe. Some fportfmen are more lucky in their days than 
others. If you hunt every other day, it is poflible they 
may be all bad, and the intermediate days all good -, an 

N n 2 indif- 
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indificrent paclc^ therefore, by hunting on good days, 
may kill foxes, without any merit j and a good pack^ 
notwithftanding all their e^rtion, may lofe foxes which 
they deferred to kill. Had I a fufficiency of hounds I 
would hunt on every good day, and never on a bad one*, 

A p£Rl^4cT knowledge of his country certainly is a great 
help to a huntfman : if yours, as yet, has it not, great 
allowance ought to be made. The trotting away with 
hounds to make a long and knowing caft, io a privilege 
which a new huntfman cannot pretend to : an experienced 
one may fafely fay, a fox has made for fuch a. cover, 
when he has known perhaps, that nine out of ten, 
with the wind in the fame quarter, have conftantly gone 
Jthither. . ^ 

In a country where there are large earths, a fox that 

* On windy days^ or fuch as are not likely to afford any feent for 
hounds, it is (>etter, I think, to fend them to be exercifed on the 
turnpike road ; it will do them lefs harm, than hunting with them 
might do ; and more good, than if they were to remain confined in 
their kennel; for, tho' nothing makes hounds fo handy, as taking 
them out often ; nothing inclines them fo much to riot, as taking 
them out to bunSy when there is little, or no fcent ; and, particularly, 
on windy days, when they cannot hear one another. 
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knows the countxy, and tries wy of them, feldom fails 
to try the reft. A huntfman may take advantage of this i 
they are certain cafts, and may help him to get nearer to 
his fox. 

Great caution is neceffary when a fox runs into a vil- 
lage : if he be halloed there, get forward as faft as you 
can. Foxes, when tired, will lie down any where, and 
are often loft by it,— A wide caft is not the befl: tp recover 
a tired fox with tired hounds ;*~thcy fhould hunt him out, 
inch by inch, though they are ever fo long about it ; for the 
rcafon I have juft given ; — that he will lie d$wn m^ where. 

Ifif chaces and forefts, where high fences are made to 
preferve the coppices, I like to fee a huntfman put only 
a few hounds over, enough to carry on the fcent, and get 
forward with the reft \ it is a proof that he knows his 
bufinefs. . 

A HUNTSMAN muft take care, where foxes are in plenty, 
that he do not run the heel \ for it frequently happens, 
that bounds can run the wrong way of the fcent better 

than 
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than they caA the right, -when ^nt h up the wind, infl^yie 
other down. : - r ... 

Fox-HiTFiTERS, r think, arc never guHty of the fauh of 
trying up the wind, before they have tryed down ; I have 
known them lofc foxes, rather than condefcend to try up 
the wind at alh-' ' ' ' ' * 

When* a huntfman hears a halloo, and has five or fix 
couple of hounds along with him, the padc not running, 
Itt him get forward with thofc which he has -, when they 
arc on the fccnt, the others will foon join them. 

Let him lift his tail hounds^ and get them forward 
afi^ fhe rtfti it can do no hurt ; but let KiAi be <^titi<ous 
how he lift any hounds tO' get them forward A{^ the rtft j 
it always is dangerous, and foxes are fometimes loft by it. 

Wkin a fox runs his foil in cover, if you foflfe- all yout 
bounds to hunt on the Itlie of kim, they will foil the 
^toumi> and tim themfelvcs- M liitle purpofe. I I»ibc 
before told you, that your-JMrntfiviaii^ at fooh a tiine, may 
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ftap the tail hounds^ and throw them la at head. I am 
almoft inclined to fa/j it is the only time it ^oulfl be 
doDe«— Whilft hounds run ftrait^ it cannot be of any ufe^ 
for they will get on fafter with the fcent, thaa they would 
without it. . 

When hounds are hunting a cold fcent, and p^i^t to^ 
wards a corer^ let a whipper-in get forward to the oppofite 
fide of it t fliould the fox break before the bounds reach 
the cover, ftop them^ and get them iiearer to him. 

Whbn a fax perfifts in ni^ming in a ftrqug €over» lies 
down often behind the hounds> and they are flack in 
hunting him, let the huntfinen get into the covof to them. 
It may make the fogc breajc, ic may keep him off ki$ foilj 
or may prevent the houndn fram^ving him up« 

It is not often that flow huntfmen kill many foxes; 
they are a cheek upon their hounds^ which feldom kill a 
fox but with a high icent, when it is out of their power 
to prevent it. Whdt avails it to be told which way tht 
fox is gone^ when he is fe faF4>eibre> that you cannot himt 
him ? A Newmarket boy, with a good undeHtanding 

and 
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and a good voice, might be preferable, perhaps, to an 
indifferent and flack huntfmani he would prefs on his 
hounds, whilft the fcent was good, and the foxes he killed 

he would kill hand(bmely. A pcrfeft knowledge of 

the intricacies of hunting is chiefly of ufe to flow huntf- 
men, and bad hounds ; flnce they more often ftand in need 
of it. Adivity is the firft requifite in a huntfman to a 
pack of fox-hounds 1 a want of it no judgment can make 
amends for; while the mofl: difficult of all his under- 
takings is the diftinguifliing betwixt diflerent fcents, and 
knowing, with any certainty, the fcent of his hunted fox. 
Much fpeculation is here required i— the length of time 
hounds remain at fault ;— difference of ground ; — change 
of weather j — all thefe contribute to increafe the difficulty; 
and require a nicety of judgment,, and a preciflon, much 
above the.comprehenfion of moft huntfmen. 

When hounds are at fault, and cannot make it out 
of themfelves, let the firfl: call be quick \ the fcent is then 
good, nor are the hounds likely to go over it ; as the 
fcent gets worfe, the caft fliould be flower, and be more 
cautioufly made. This is an eflential part of hunting, 
and which, I am forry to fay, few huntfmen attend to. 

Iwifli 
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1 wilh they would remember the following rules, yit. 
that with a good fcent, their caft fhould be quick; with a 
bad kcnt^ Jlew : — and that, when their hounds arc picking 
along a cold fcent, — they are not to caft them at all. 

When hounds are at fault, and (taring about, trufting 
entirely to their eyes, and tjotheir ears ; the making a caft 
with them, I apprehend, would be to little purpofe. The 
likelieft place for them to find the fcent, is where they 
left it; and when the fault is evidently in the dog, a 
forward caft is Icaft likely to recover the fcent. 

When hounds are making ^ regular caft, trying 
for the fcent as they go, fuffer not your huntfman to 
fay a word to them ; it cannot do any good, and 
probably may make them go over the fcent. Nor fhould 
you fuffer either the voice, or the whip of your whipper- 
in, to be now heard ; his ufual roughnefs and feverity, 
would ill fuit the ftillnefs and gentlenefs which are re- 
quired, at a time like this. 

When hounds come to a check, a huntfman fhould 
obfervc the tail hounds ; they arc leaft likely to over-run 
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the fccnt, aad he may fee by them how far they brought 
it : in moft packs there are fome hounds chat will (hew the 
point of the fox, and if attended to, will diredt his caft. — 
When fuch hounds follow flowly and unwillingly, he may 
be certain the reft of the pack are running without a fcent. 

When he cafts his hounds, let him not caft wide, with* 
out reafonj for, of courfe, it will take more time. 
Huntfmen, in general, keep too forward in their cafts; 
or, as a failor would fay, keep too long on one tack. They 
fhould endeavour to hit off the fcent by croffing the line 
of it. — ^wo parallel lines, you know, can never meet. 

When he goes to a halloo, let him be careful, left his 
hounds run the heel, as much time is loft by it. I once 
faw this miftake made by a famous huntfman : — after wc 
had left a cover, which we had been drawing, a difturbed 
fox was feen to go into it i he was hallood, and we re- 
turned. The huntfman, who never enquired where the 
fox was feen, or on which Jide the cover he entered, threw 
his hounds in at random ; and, as it happened, on the 
oppofite fide : they immediately took the heel of him, 
broke cover^ and hunted the fcent back to his very kennel* 

Dip- 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



HUNTING* 283 

Different countries require difFerent cafts : fuch 
huntfmen as have been ufed to a wood land, and inclofed 
country, I have fecn lofc time in an open country, where 
wide cafts are always neceflary. 

When you want to caft round a flock of* iheep, the 
whipper-in ought to drive them the other way, left they 
fhould keep running on before you. 

A FOX feldom goes over, or under a gate, when he can 
avoid it. 

Huntsmen are frequently very Conceited, and very 
obftinatc. Oftentimes have I feen them, when their 
hounds came to a check, turn direftly back, on feeing 
hounds at head, which they had no opinion of. They 
fuppofed the fox was gone another way; in which cafe 
Mr. Bayes*s remark in the Rehearfal always occurs to me, 
*' that, if be Jbould not, what then becomes of their fuppofeJ'* 
—Better, furcly, would it be, to make a (hort caft for- 
ward firft J they then might be certain the hounds were 
wrong, and of courfe, could make their own caft with 
greater confidence. — The advantage, next to that of 

O o a knowing 
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knowing whither the fox is gone, is that of knowing, with 
certainty, whither he is nof. 

Most huntfmen like to have all their hounds turned after 
them, when they nnake a caft : I wonder not at them for 
it, but I am always forry when I fee it done ; for till I 
find a huntfman that is infallible, I Ihall continue to think 
the more my hounds fpread, the better j as long as they 
are within fight or hearing, it is fufEcient. Many a time 
have I feen an obftinate hound hit off the fccnt, when an 
obftinate huntfman, by calling the wrong way, has done 
all in his power to prevent it. Two foxes I remember to 
have feen killed, in one day, by Ikirting hounds, whilft 
the huntfman was making his caft the contrary way. 

When hounds, runjiing in cover, come into a road, 
and horfes are on before ; let the huntfman hold them 
quickly on beyond where the horfes have been, trying the 
oppofite fide as he goes along. Should the horfemcn 
have been long enough there to have headed back the 
fox, let them then try back. Condemn me not for fuf- 
fering hounds /^ try back^ when the fox has been headed 
back J I recommend it at no other time. 

When 
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When your hounds divide into many parts, you had 
better go off with the firft fox that breaks. The ground 
will foon get tainted, nor will hounds like a cover where 
they are often changing. 

If a cover be very large, and you have lyiany fcents, 
be not in a hurry to get your hounds together; — if your 
pack be numerous, let them run feparate, only taking 
care that none get away intirely from the reft j by this 
means, many foxes will be equally diftreft, the hounds 
will get together at laft, and one fox, at the leaft, you 
may cxpefl: to kill. 

The heading a fox back at firft, if the cover be not 
a large one, is oftentimes of fervice to hounds, as he 
will not ftop, and cannot go off unfeen. When a fox 
has been hard run, I have known it turn out otherwifc; 
and hounds, that would eafily have killed him out of the 
cover, have left him in it. 

If it be not your intention that a fox fhould break, 
you fliould prevent him I think, as much as you can, from 
coming at all out of the cover ^ for tho' yoii fbould head 

him 
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him back afterwards, it moft probably would put the 
hounds to a fault.— When a pack of fox-hounds once 
leave a corer after their game, they do not readily return 
to it again. 

When a fox has been often headed back on one fide of 
a cover, and a huntfman knows there is not any body on 
the other fide to halloo him, the firfl fault his hounds come 
to, let him caft that way, left the fox fhould be gone off; 
and if he be ftill in the cover, he may ftill recover him. 

Suffer not your huntfman to take out a lame hound. 
If any be tender-footed, he will tell you, perhaps, that 
they will not mind it when they are out ; — probably they 
may not; but how will they be on the next day? A 
hound, not in condition to run, cannot be of much fer- 
vice to the pack, and the taking him out at that time 
may occafion him a long confincThent afterwards. — Put 
it not to the trial. Should any fall lame while they are 
out, leave them at the firft houfe that you come to. 

I HAVE fcen huntfmen hunt their young hounds in cou- 
ples. Let me beg of you not to fufFer it. I know you 

would 
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would be forry to fee your hounds hanging acrofs a hedge, 
grinning at each other, perhaps, in the very agonies of 
death : yet it is an accident that often has happened -, 
and it is an accident fo likely to happen, that I am fur- 
prifed any man of common fenfe will run the rifk of it, 
— If neceffary, I had much rather they fhould be held in 
couples at the cover fide, till the fox is found. 

The two principal things which a huntfman has to 
attend to, are the keeping of his hounds healthy 2SiAfteady. 
The firft is attained by cleanlinefs and proper food \ the 
latter, by putting, as feldom as pofllble, any unfteady 
ones amongfl: them. 

At the beginning of the feafon let him be attentive to 
get his hounds well in blood. As the feafon advances, 
and foxes become ftout, attention then fliould be had to 
keep them as vigorous as poflible. — It is a great fault 
when hounds are fuffered to become too kigh in flefh at 
the beginning of the feafon, or too low afterwards. 

When a fox is loft, the huntfman on his return home, 
fliould examine into his own conduit^ and endeavour to 

find 
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find in what he might have done better ; he may, by this 
means, make the very lofs of a fox of ufe to him. 

Old tyeing hounds, and a hare-hunter turned fox- 
hunter, are both as contrary to the true fpirit of fox- 
hunting, as any thing can pofflbly be. One is continu- 
ally bringing the pack back again ; the other as con- 
ftantly does his beft-to prevent them from getting forward. 
The natural prejudices of mankind are fuch, that a man 
feldom alters his ftyle of hunting, let him purfue what 
game he may ; befides, it may be conftitutional, as he 
is himfelf flow or aftive, dull or lively, patient or im- 
patient ; it is for that reafon I objeft to a hare-hunter 
for a pack of fox-hounds; for the fame ideas of hunting 
will molt probably ftick by him as long as he lives. 

Your huntfman is an old man 5 (hould he have been 
working hard all his life on wrong principles, he may be 
now incorrigible. 

Sometimes you will meet with a good kennel huntfman, 
fometimes an a^ive and judicious one in die field -, fome 
are clever at finding a fox, others are better after he is 

found i 
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found ; whilft perfe<£tion in a huntfman, like pcffcftion 
in any thing elfe, is fcarcely ever to be met with: 
there are not only good, bad, and indifferent huntfnnen, 
but there are perhaps a few others, who, being as it were 
of a different fpecies, ihould be claflcd apart j— I mean, 
fuch as have real genius. It is this peculiar excellence, 
which I told you in a former letter, I would rather wifli 
my firft whipper-in to be poffeffcd of, than my huntfman j 
and one reafon among others, is, that he, I think, would 
have more opportunities of exercifing it. 

The keeping hounds clean and healthy, and bringing 
them into the field in their fulleft vigour, is the excellence 
of a good kennel huntfman*: if, befides this, he make 

• To make the moft of a pack of hounds, and bring them into the 
field in their fulleft vigour, is an excellence that huntfmen are very 
deficient in. — To obtain a knowledge of the dificrent conflitutions of 
fo many animals, requires more diicernment, than moll huntfmen 
are endowed with. — To apply that knowledge, by making feparate 
drafts when they feed them, would alfo take up more time than they 
choofe to beftow ; hence it is, that they generally are fed all toge- 
ther :— they may be well fed, but I much doubt if they are ever made 
the moft of— fuch as require to be ftdi a litilt at a fime, and o/ien ; 
muft, I believe, be contented with a liitU only, — Few huntfmen fcem 
fond of their hounds ;— one* reafon of it, perhaps, may be ; that, they 
are paid for looking after them. 

P p his 
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his hoiinds both lov^ and fea/r him ; if be be a&ire^ and 
prefft them on> whilft the fc^nt is good> divays aiming 
to jkeep as jaear fia the iw^ a^ he czn s if, when his faoundo 
are at fault, he make his cad with judgment, not cafting 
the wrong way firft, and only blundering on the right 
at laft, as many do; if, added to this, he be patient 
and pcrfevering, never giving up a fox, whilft there 
remains a chance of killing him, he then is a perfed 
huntfman. 

Did I not know your love of this diverfion, I fhould 
think, by this time, that I muft have tired you com- 
pletely. You are not particular, however, in your par- 
tiality to iti for to (hew you the effeft which fox-hunting 
has on thofe who are really fond of it, I muft tell you, 

what happened to me not long ago. My hounds, in 

running a fox, crofled the great Weftern road, where 
I met a gentleman travelling on horfeback, his fervant, 
with a portmanteau, following him. He no fooner faw 
the hounds, than he rode up to me, with the greateft 
eagernefs, ^^ Sir,'' faid he, ^^ are you after a fox?'* — When 
1 told him, we were, he immediately ftuck fpurs to his 

horfe. 
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horfe^ took a monftrous leap^ and never quitted us any 
nK)re» till the fox was killed.-^I !(lippofe> had I faid^ 
we were after a hare, my gentlennan would have purfued 
his journey. 
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LETTER XXL 



j[ OUR huntfman, you fay, has hunted a pack of 
harriers. It might have been better, perhaps, had he 
never feen one, lince fox-hunting and hare-hunting differ 
almoft in every particular : fo much, that I think it might 
not be an improper negative definition of fox-hunting to 
fay, it is of all hunting, that which refembles hare-hunt- 
ing the leaft, A good huntfman to a pack of harriers 
feldom fucceeds in fox-hunting : like old hounds, they 
dwell upon the fcent, and cannot get forward; nor do 
they ever make a bold caft ; fo much are they afraid of 
leaving the fcent behind them. Hence it is, that they 
poke about, and try the fame place ten times over, rather 
than they will leave it ; and when they do, are totally 
at a lofs which way to go, for want of knowing the na- 
ture of the animal they are in purfuit of. As hare-hounds 
(hould fcarcely ever be caft, hallood, or taken off* their 
ftofes, hare-hunters are too apt to hunt their fox- hounds in 
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the fame manner ; but it will not do j nor could it pleafe 
you, if it would. Take away the fpirit of fox-hunting, 
and it is no longer fox-hunting j it is dale fmall beer 
compared to brifk champaign. You woyld alfo find in it 
more fatigue than pleafure. It is faid, there is a pleafure 
in being mad^ which only mad men know j and it is the en- 
thufiafm, I believe, of fox-hunting, which is its bed fop- 
port J ftrip it of that, and you had better leave it quite 
alone. 

The hounds themfelves alfo differ in their manner of 
hunting. The beagle, who has always his nofe to the 
ground, will puzzle an hour on one fpot, fooner than 
he will leave the fcent ; while the fox-hound, full of life 
and fpirit, is always dafhing and trying forward. A high- 
bred fox-hound, therefore, fhews himfelf to moft advan- 
tage, when foxes are at their flrongcft, and run an end. 
A pack of harriers will kill a cuby better perhaps, than 
a pack of fox-hounds •, but, when foxes are ftrong, they 
have not the method of getting on with the fcent, which 
fox-hounds have ; and generally tire themfelves before 
the fox. To kill foxes, when they are flrong, hounds 
mufl run, as well as hunt : befides, catching a fox by 

hard 
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hard running, is always preferred in the opinion of a 
fox-hunter. Much depends, in my opinion^ on the ftyle 
with which it is done ; and I think, without being for 
phiftical, a diftindion might be made betwixt hunting a 
fox, and fox-hunting. Two hackneys becoape not racers 
by running round a courfe ; nor does the mere hunting of 
a fox change the nature of the harrier. I have alfo fecn 
a hare hunted by high-bred fox- hounds j but I confer 
to you, it gave me not the leaft idea of what hare-hunting 
ought to be. Certain ideas are neceflarily annexed to 
certain words \ this is the ufe of language : and whea a 
fox-hound is mentioned, I fliould cxpeft, not only a par- 
ticular kind of hound, as to make, fize, and ftrength, by 
which the fox-hound is eafy to be diftinguilhed ; but I 
(hould alfo expeft by fox hunting, a lively, animated, and 
eager purfuit, as the very effence of it*. Eagemefs and 
impetuofity are fuch eflential parts of this diverfion, that 
I am never more furprifed than when I fee a fox-hunter 
without them. One hold hard, or reproof utmeceffarify 

• The fix fallowing lines have a dangerous tendency. Only a good 
fportiinan can know when a reproof is given wuuceffarifyp and only a 
bad one will be deferving of reproof. This paiTage therefore, (hould 
be compared with pages 162, 104, 206, azj, where the meaning of the 
author is very clearly expreflcd. 

given. 
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given, would chill mc more than a north-eaft wind ; it 
would damp my fpirits, and fend me home. The en- 
Ihufiafm of a fox-hunter ihould not be checked in its 
career ; for it is the very life and fo\il of fox-hunting. 
If it be the eagemefs with which you purfue your game, 
that makes the chief pleafure of the chace, fox-hunting 
futely Ihould afford the greateft degree of it, fince you 
purfue no animal with the fame eagcrnef^ that you purfue 
a fox. 

Knowing your partiality to hounds that run in a good 
ftyle, I advife you to obfervc ftridiy your own, when a 
fox is finking in a ftrong cover; that is the time to fee 
the true fpirit of a fox-hound. If they fpread not the 
cover, but run tamely on the line of one another, I (hall 
fear it is a fort that will not pleafe you long. — A fox- 
hound, that has not fpirit and ambition to get forward at 
a time like this, is at no other likely to do much good. 

You talked, in your laft letter, of pretty hounds ; cer- 
uinly I ihould not pretend to criticife others, who am fo 
incorreft myfelf ; yet, with your leave, I think I can fct 

you 
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you right in that particular. Prcttj^^ is an cgith«-ira-f^ 
properly applied to a fox-hound : .wc call, a ibx-haiin4^ 
handfome, when he is ftrong, bony, of a proper fize, and 
of exad fymmetry j and fitnefs is made effential to bcauqr. 
A beagk may b^ pretty ; but according to iny idea of. 
thf word, a fox-hound cannot : but as if is not to t>e fup- • 
pofcd, that you will keep a pack of fox-hpiwids for thc: 
pleafure of looking at them, without doubt yqu wijl think 
goodnefs more neceflary than beauty. Should you be 
ambitious to have a handfome pack of hounds, on no ac- 
count ought you to enter an ugly dog, left you be tempted 
to keep him afterwards. 

I ONCE heard an old Iportfman fay, that he thought a 
fox, to fhew Iport, fhould run four hours at leaft j and, 
I fuppofe, he did not care how flow his hounds went 
after him. This idea, however, is not conceived in the 
true fpirit of fox-hunting j which is not to walk down a 
fox, or ftarve him to death, but to keep clofe at him, 
and kill him as foon as you can. I am convinced a fox- 
hound may hunt too much ; if tender nofed, and not 
over-hurried, he will always hunt enough j whilft thp 

. higheftr . 
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highcft-bred hounds may be made to tye upon the fcent> 
by impropar management*. 

It is youth and good Ipirits which fuit beft with fox- 
hunting ; flacknefs in the men, occafions flackneis in the 
hounds I and one may fee by the manner in which hounds 
hunt, what kind of men they have been accuftomed tol 
The Ipeedicft hounds may, by degrees, be rendered flow j 
and it is impoflible for the beft to do their bufinefs as 
they ought, unlcfs followed with life and fpirit. Men 
who are flack thcmfelves, will be always afraid of hurry- 
ing their hounds too much ; and by carrying this humour 
too far, will commit a fault which has nothing to excufe it. 
The beft method to hunt a fox, they fay, is never upon any 
account to caft the hounds ; but, on the qontrary, to let 
them tye upon the fcent as long as they will, and that 
they will hit it off at laft. I agree with them, partly 5— 
it certainly muft be the beft method fo bunt a /^x, for by 
this means you may hunt him from morning till night; 
and, if you have the luck to find him, may hunt him 

♦ It more frequently is owing, either to want of patience, or want 
of jnettle, than to want of nofe, that a hound does not hunt welL 

Q^q again 
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again '?hc next day :— the likelieft* mtiti6di hBwi^r&i td 
kill Kim, is'to take fevcry advinwg O^lSm l&^ydi%A.^ 
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All hounds go faft enough with a gbocTIbenti but it 
i$ the particular excellence of a fox-houndi %heh tigt^y 
managed, to get on fafter with an indifferent '^eht, ^hi 
any other hound*: it is the bufinefs of a huntfinan to 
encourage this; and here, moft probably^ the hart-hunter 
mil fail. He has been ufed to take his time i lie has 
enjoyed a cold fcent, like a fouthern hound i and has fitten 
patiently upon his horfe, to fee his hounds hunt. It is; 
to be fure, very pretty to fee j and when you confider that 
the hare is all the time, perhaps, within a few yards of 
you, and may leap up the next minute^ you arc perfeftly 
contented with what you are about; but it is not fo in 
ibxrhunting« Every minute that you lofe is precious, and 
increafcs your difficulties ; and while you are (landing ftiU, 
the fox is rupning miles* It is a iatisfadion to a ha^n 
hunter t3o be told where his game was feen, though aleng 
while before; but it is melancholy jicws toa fox-huntcr> 

* It is a quick method of hunting, that I inofUy. valofl in any 

hound.— *Such as are polTeft of it, are feldom long off the fcent*— Jt i» 

dbe reycrfe of flacknefs. . . * 

• whofc 
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ivbofe 0|aie isr jwt .Ukd^y to flop,r-I bflicye ^^iQiotifHlff^ 
toyoii> }Q a. fornter letter on hare-huntmp;^^agi^fi^\^ 
which I had obferved in fome harriers from being let too 
much al9^^T-<chat of rmi^s ^^^ tbeJhiiL^ hav^ %en 
f pa^ qf high-bred fpsp-hounds do the lame) for the 
famp re»fefl«* , 

Waaif ho^mds flag from frequent changes^ and a long 
daft it is n^eflary for a l|untfman to animate them as 
QKUch as he can^i be muft keep them forward^ and preis 
them on, for it b not likely, in this ca(e» that they flK>uld 
over-run the fcent : at thefe times the whole work is ge- 
nerally done by a few hounds, and he Should keep clofe 
to them: here I alfo fear that the bare-bimter mil fail'^: 

. CLq^ if 

^ It b at a tiMe tike this, dnt good fpcf tfmen my be of greai 
lervice to hounds ;. it is the only time that they want encoiuragtment, 
and it is (I am forry to fay) almoft the only time that they do not re- 
ceive it. Thofe wha ride too forward m the mormng, yr&k in dw 
«vm}i^ pcrhapt, be t*e for behind, aad thereby 4e(e a» eppertmstf 
that is ofered them, of making fome amends for the mifchiefs, they 
have already done«— When hounds flag from frequent changes, and 
the huntljnan'» horfe finks under the fatigue of a tirefome day, then it 
is that Iportfmen may affift them ; fuch as know the 4iounds, Aduld 
then ride up to them ;— They (hould endeawor by gi'eat encourage- 
ment to keep them ruwrnm^, and get thofe forward that may be behind, 

for 
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tf thtfjr coihc to alon^ fetik, it 5s ovtr, tstf ycwiMd *ei- 
'ter'iaretf'gdliome.' ' ^'^ •' =- ■■.•'.•••■■•• v;..-.- :--i 

' Th« manychancts that arc againflryou ih foK4mn(^; 
the changing frequently ;' the heading of che-fokts; 
their being courfed by ihccp-dogsj long ftuit^j *&ld 
hunting» and the dying away of the fcent ; make it ne- 
ceflary to keep always as near to the fdx as y<m can ; 
which fhould be the firft^ and invariable principle of 
fox-hunting. Long days do great hurt to a pack of fox- 
hounds. I fat out one day laft winter from the-kennd, 
at half paft Icven, and returned home a quarter before 
eight at nighty the hounds running hard the greateft part 
of the time. The huntfman killed one horfe, and tired 
another^ &nd the hounds did not recover for more than a 
week* : we took them off at laft when they were running 
with a better fcent than they had had the whole day. 

for when hounds that are tired» once come to bumingt they tie 
apon the fcent, and by loiing time, lofe tYtsy chance they had of 
' fcilling the fox— great encouragement, and proper and timely affift- 
tnce^ only can prevent it» 

* Hounds, after every hard day, ihouid have two clear days to reft* 
It does them lefs hurt to hunt two days following, when their work it 
eafy ; than to hunt, before they be perfedlly recovered, after having 
been hard run. 

I aVo 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



better view halloo from an owl, than I ev<^:^^>g^ £^90^^ 
iportfman in my life^ though I hope that I (hall never 
hfi^iwhMHAhtU''^ lang4ay> neverthekfs^ mc^ or i^ke 
ifk,sk ieaJRMi> 19 of ufe.to a huntfin^^-rnt .ihcw^ the real 
gp99d|i^^ ^ad ftQutpef$ of hi^ hounds. . 

Whsk long days h^ippeo to hounds that are low in 
£eft, nothing will get them up again to effeftually as reft ; 
it is for this reafon hounds that are kept conftantly 
hunted» ought always, to be^ as fportfmen call it^ aiove 
tb^ir wgrk^ If your hounds either from accident or inat- 
tentioni Ihould ever be in the low condition h?re alluded 
tO) be not impatient to get them out of it 1 fhould you 
feed them high with fle/h, the mange, moft probably, 
would be the immediate confequence of it : It is reft, 
and wholefome meat that will recover them beft. It will 
furprife you to fee how foon a dog becomes either fat or 
lean •, a little patience therefore, and fome attention, will 
always enable you to get your hounds into proper con- 
dition s and, I am certain, that you can receive no 
pleafure in hunting with them, if they be not. 

I FOR- 
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I PO&ooT) in mjr ^tter iippn the fceciinj; pf ^oi^du to 
obierve tlUc fu^h houivd^ as hare the maogje a£hla^];^\Q)p^ 
theiHi or only a tendency towards it^ ihould be fed fepa* 
nuely from, the reft. They (hould have np^ 6cftirrt)imt 
meat (hould be mixt up rather thin^ (han thick | m^ they 
ihould have vegetables in great plenty. I muft 0g ^dd 
that if*niy hounds return from huptii^g earlier t^an thqr 
were cxpefted, I now order them to.be fhut up in the 
lodging room till their meat be made ready for them«. 
Hounds, never reft contented, till they have been fed ^ 
nor, will they remain upon their bencbes, unleis they b^ 
confined -, yet without doubt, lying upon die pavement, 
or even ftanding out in the cold, after violent ^xcrciie^ 
rhuft be prejudicial to them. 

I AM ^ad to hear that your huntfman knows the coun- 
try which he is to hunt : nothings in fox-hunting, is more 
eflential than ibsti and it may make amends for many 
faults.— Foxes are not capricious, they know very well 
what they arc about; arc quick, I believe, at deter- 
minmg, and refolutc in perfevering. They generally have 
a point to go to; and, thoi^h headed and turned dire&ly 

from 
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from It^ leldbm fail to make it good atthelaft; this, 
thtrefore> is a great help to an obferving huntfrnan/ 

Suffer hot your huntfman to encourage his hounds 
too much oh a bad fcenting day ; particularly in covers^ 
where there is much riot. Hark, bark, bark, which ii^u- 
dicious' huntfmen are (6 fond of upon every occafion^ 
muft often do mifchief, and cannot do goods whilft 
hounds are near together^ they will get fboner to the 
hound that '^challenges^ without that noife^ than with it. 
If it be a right fcent, they will hi ready enough to join ; 
and, if it be a wrong one, provided they are let alone, 
they will foon leave it >— injudicious encouragement^ on 
a bad day, might make them run fomething or other, 
right or wrong. 

I KNOW of no fault fo bad in a hound, as that of run- 
ning falfc i it Ihould never be forgiven : fuch as are not 
ftout, or are ftifF nofed, or have other faults, may at times 
do good, and at their worft, may do no harm ; but fuch 
as run falfe, moft probably will {poil your fport. A 
hound capable of fpoiling one day's fpoit, is fcarcely 

worth 
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worth your keeptng.^^Indiflferent ones, fiich ts f iucfk 
)ftbore defeitbed» toslj be kept tiU you litre bitter to iiq>« 
ply tJieir j^aces. 

*i 
A muntSMAU (hould know how to marflisd every hound 
in his packj giving to each his proper rank and prece- 
dence I for, without this knowledge, it is not poflible he 
Ihould make a large draft, as he ought. There are, in 
mod packs, fome hounds that aflift but little in killing 
the fox, and it is the judicious drafting off of fuch hounds 
that is a certain fign of a good huntfinan. 

My huntfinan is very exaft ; he carries always a lift of 
his hounds in his pocket, and when in a diftant country, 
he looks it over to fee if any of them are mifling. He 
has alfo a book, in which he keeps a regular account where 
every fox is founds and where he is killed. 

Yj)uit. huntfman, you fay, knows perfcftly the country 
he has to hunt ; let him then acquire as perfeft a know- 
ledge of his hounds : good fenfe and oblervation will do 
the reft, at leaft, will do as much as you {eem to require 

of 
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<>f ^iii| i for I am gUd lo find that.you had rather dtpen^i 
^m^ t%^ flpocU^^oC your hgur^s for fport» cfaaa tlie 
genius of your huntfman. — It isy believe me^ a mwli 
furer dependftncc* 
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LETTER XXIL 
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RJl i^C your cxp^a^ions forpcwhat.^op .fi|ii>g)4Jl4i?, 
wb^ you think that you Iball have no oceaficia.£ai: bag- 
foxes, to keep ypur hounds in blopd the firft fcafoo ? It 
may be as wclij perhaps, not to turti them all pu¥>:^Ul 
you can be more c^rcain that your yojong p^icH vUl keep 
good and fteady without them, When blood is much 
waited, and they are tired with a hard day, oqe Qf tbcle 
foic^s wilj put tbeip. it^to ^irits^ and give them, as it 
were, new ftrength 4ad vigour. 

You defire to know, what I call i^eing out of hlood ? In 
anfwer to which, I muft tell ]rou, that, i.n my judgment, 
no fox'hound can fail of killing more than three or four 
times following, without being vifibly the worfe for it. 
"When hounds are out of blood, there is a kind of evil 
genius attending all they do ; and though they may feem 
to hunt as well as ever, they do not get forward, whilft 

a pack 
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A pack of fox^hounds well in blood, like troops flufhed 
with conqueft:> are not eafily withftood* What wc call 
ill luck, day after day, when hoUnds kill Ao foxes, may 
frequently, I think, be traced to another caufe, namely,- 
tbeir being out of bloody noT can there be any other reafon 
afiigned why hounds, which we know to be good> Ihoi^ld 
remain lb lorig, as they ibmetimes do, withbiit kmijig a 
fox*.— —Large packs arc leaft fubje^k to t^is inconvc-* 
mence; hounds that are quite freHh, and in high fpirits, 
lea* fed the want of blood« The fmalleft packs, thcrc'- 
fore, Ihould be able to TeaVc at Icaft ten or twelve couple 
of hounds behind them, to be frefh againft the next 
hunting day. If your hounds be much but of blood, 
give diem reft: take this opportunity to hunt with other 
hounds ; to fee how they are managed -, to obftnre what 
ftallion hounds they have ; and to judge yourfelf, whether 
they be fuch as it is fit for you to breed from. If what 
I have now recommended fhould not fucceed ; if a little 
reft and a fine morning do not put your hounds into blood 

* A pack of hounds that had been a month without killing a fox, 
at laft ran one to ground, which they dug, and killed upon the earth : 
The next fevcn days they hunted, they killed a fox each day. 

R r 2 again. 
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igain,"I knOMt^ of nothing clfe that will ; ami yoU tmXk 
attribute your ill fuccefsj I fear; to iiiother caufe,- • '^ 

You fay, you generally hunt at a late hour : mfter a 
tolerably good run, try hot to find another fox. Should 
you be long in finding, and Ihould you not haVe ^foecrtb 
afterwards. It will hurt yoer houtidi': Ihoiild* youtry'ii 
long tinie, and not find, tbaf alfo wilt nnak& thenl^ flack* 
Never try to find a fox after one o'clock j you had better 
rieturn home, and hunt again on the ticxt day. Nofethaf I, 
in general, approve 6{ hunting two days following with 
the fame hounds : the trying fo many hours in vain, and 
the being kept fo long off their food, both contribute to 
make them flack, and nothing furely is more contrary to 
the true fpirit of fox-hunting j for fox-hounds, I have 
already faid, ought alwisiys to be above their work. This 
is another particular, in Which hare-hunting, and fox- 
hunting totally differ ; for harriers cannot be hunted too 
much, as long as they are able to hunt it all. The flower 
they go,' tht lefs likely they will be to over-run the fcont^ 
and the fooner, in all probability, will th^y kill their 
ganWf . IMve a friend> who hunted his five days follow^ 
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ing^. aad ^(ured me, tlmt Ik; had better ipprt .ifvith thexn 
the laft^ay,. t;^the,j6r(t. . - 

I AJEMBMBBR to havc hcard^ th^c a. certain pack of (bx* 
howtds, fiocc become famousa, were many weeks from a 
wixtvire q( iodiffenjnt hpundsi bad pQan^gement^ and 
y^t( ju.cfc^ withouf killing a fox. However, they killed 
pne at l^, 4nd tried to find another.«<^They found him 
««rao4 they loft him — and were then> as you may well 
fuppoTei another month without killing another fox.r-^^ 
This was. ill judged j they ihould have returned home 
immediately. 

Wheh hoiuids are much out of bloody fbnae men pro- 
ceed in a method, that muft nece0arily keep them fo : 
they hunt them every day ; as if tiring them out were a 
means to give them ftrength and fpirit: this, however, 
proceeds nEK)re from ill-nature and refentment, than 
found judgment*. As I know your temper to be die re- 
verfe, without tloubt you will adopt a differeat method s 

• It is not the want of blood only, that is prejudicial to hounds ; 
the trying long in vain to recover a loft fcent, not Icfs contributes to 
nuke them flack. 

and. 
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afl^yftiduldyaut htfuAdi -e^er be in A« ftate hcrfc dtf- 
eribi^ds you wa* fc*^p thenv'frtelh' ftrr"tkfe^firtl-fit4t day V 
"^htnlfyppoUng Aem to be allperfcftly fteady, i-dd not 
q&tftion thAt *hey will kill thcil* fox. 

When hounds are in want of blood, give them every 
advantage 1 ^d Out early,* chooffe agWd quik hioiMirgj 
and tRrow ofF your hounds where th(^ arc likery tb find, 
and arc leaft likely to change : if -it be a fmaJl cover, or 
furze-brake, and you can keep tfce^fox iti, it is right to 
do it 5 iW the footti^r that ymt^ill hihi, #h^n you are in 
want of blood> die better for the k)unds« 

Whxk bounds are in want of blood, and you get a 
fox tnco ct ifnall ^eoff^ty k muft be your own ^ftolt, if you- 
do not kill himtheUD: place four people properly, aiid 
he cannot get oflf lagain. You will hear, perhaps, that it 
is impoiBbie to head back a fox»^~-**-No animal is fo &y, 
ccnfequencly, no* animal h fb eafily headed back by 
thofe who lindcrtland it. When it is your intention to 
check a fox, your people muft keep at a little diftance 
from the cover fide, nor Ihould they be fparing of tbejr 
voices s ^or, lince you cannot keep him in, if he be dc^^ 

termined 
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termined tpcomi^ out» prevwt himi if jwu^can^ fi;Oim 
*?^«g fr incjin^dt— ^l Wn4. of n)QW>ii>g is raUoyf^W^, 
Mrhpi> ho^inds .arc om of W<)>od*i and. you may fe^cp the 
fox iacovcr, or let him out, 9$ you think :thf hp¥n43 
will manage him bcft. 

... , '•*"'. 

TiioyGH I >mf fo great an advocate fen: blood, a$ lo^ 
judge it ntqcffvy (q ^ pack, of fox-hounds s yet, I by ^ 
means approve of it, fo far as it is iometimes carried. 
I have knowo three young fb^fs chopped in a furze^^brake 
in one day, without any fport, a. wanton d^ruAion of 
foxes, fcarcely anfweriag the pqrpojfe of blood, finoc th#t 
blood does hounds mod: good, which is mod dearly 
earned. Such fportfinen richly de&rve blaak days i and, 
without d<mbt, they often nseet with them. Mobbing a 
fox, indeed, is only allowable, when hounds are not 
likely to be a match for him^ without it. One would 
aloioil: be inclined to think blood as ncceffary to the men, 
as to thehouodfe fuice the beft chdce is flat, unlefs you 
kill the fox. When you aflc a fox- hunter what fport he 
has had, and he replies, it was goodi I think, the next 

• Y€t how many foxes owe their lives (o the too great eagemefs of 
their pnrfiiers. 

qucf- 
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(}veftum geaendly it, didymr bmmds URf If Ic £if tfaef 
dki mty the Movtrfation eiidss but if^ on the.coiitars»ry| 
he tell 70U th«t they didj you then aflc a hundred quef^ 
cions, and feldom are, fatiafied^ till he has related every 
particular of the chace. 

When there is fnow on the ground, foxes will li^ at 
earth. Should your hounds be in want of bloody it wiH^ 
at that time, be eafy to dig one to turn out before theufij 
when the weather breaks j but I fcem to have forgotten a 
new dodrinc which I lately heard, that blood is not tic* 
ceflary to a pack of fox-hounds. l( you alfo, fhould hare 
taken up that opinion, I have only to wilh, that the good- 
ncfs of your hounds may prevent you from changing it, 
or from knowing how far it may be erroneous** 

BEfoRE you have been long a fox-hunter, I exped ta 
hear you talk of the ill luck, which fo frequently attends 
this diverfion. — I can aflure you, it has provoked me 
often, and has made even a Parjcn fwear. It was bt* 

* Thofc who can fuppofe the killing of a fox to be of no fervice 
to a pack of fox-hounds^ may fuppofe perhaps^ that it does them hurt. 
It is going but one ftep further. 

the 
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the other ^y, we expemna^ an txtnardinmy iuBtsatoB 
of it. Wc ibund, at the feme iBftant> a brace of foxes 
in the fame cover, and thejr both broke at the oppofice 
ends of it ; the hounds (bon got together, and went off 
very well with one of them ; yet> notwithdanding this> 
fuch was our ill luck, that, though the hunted fox took 
a circle of feveral miles, he, at laft, crofftd the line of 
the other fox, the heel of which we hunted back to the 
cover, from whence we came : it is true, we perceived 
that our fcent worfted, and were going to ftop the hounds j 
but the going off of a white froft deceived ui aWb in that. 

Many a fox have I known loft, by running into houfet 
and ftables* It is not long fincc my hounds loft one, 
when hunting in the New Foreft : After having tried the 
country round, they had given him up, and were gotten 
home ; when, in rode a farmer, full gallop, with news of 
the fox i he had found him, he faid, in his ftabte, and 
Had (hut him in. The hounds returned ; the fox, how- 
ever, ftood but a little while, as he was quite run up 
before. 

■ • - ■♦ 

SoMi years ago, my hounds running a fox acrofi an 

S f open 
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opea couniry, in a. thick fog, the fox fcgrcely out of vicwt 
three of the kading houmds difappearcd all of a fi^dettt 
and the whipper-ia» luckily> was near enough to iee it 
happen. They fell into a dry well near aa hundred feet 
deep : they and the fox remained there together till thf 
aext day s wben^ with the greateft difficulty) we ji^.thc^ 
all four out. 

Ahothbr time, having run a fox a burft of an hour 
and quarter, the fevered, I ever remember^ the houmb, 
at laft, got up to him by the fide of a river, where he ha^ 
ilaid for them. One hound feized him as he was fwin:i* 
ming acrofs, and they both went down together.^— The 
hound caoEie up again^^ but the fox appeared no (iiore» — 
By mems of a boat and a long pole, we got the fox out* 
~Had he not been feen to fink, he would hardly have 
been tryed for, under wafer, and without doubt we Ihould 
have wondered what had become of him, 

Now we are in the chapter of accidents, I muft Euen<p 
tion another, that lately happened to me on crofling a 
river, to draw a cover, on the other fide of it. The river 
Stower frequentiy overflows its banks, and is. alio ycry 

rapid. 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



H U N T I N O- 515 

rapid, and very dahgcrouB. The flood, that morning, 
riioufgh ftld<fcl>, was excenfive. The Neighbouring mead* 
ows were all layed under water, and only the topi! of the 
hedges appeared. There were pofts to dire A us to the 
bridge, but we had a great length of water to pafs before 
we could get at it; it was, befides, fo deep, that our 
horfes almoft fwam ; and the fliorteft legged horfes, and 
kwigeft legged riders, were word off. ■ The hounds 
daflied in as ufual ; and were immediately carried, by the 
r^idity of the current, a long way down the ftream. 
The huntfman was far behind them ; and as he could ad- 
vance but flowly, he was conftrained to fee his hounds 
wear themfelves out in an ufelefs contention with the cur- 
rent, from their efforts to get to him. It was a (hocking 
(ccncj many of the hounds when they reached the Ihore, 
had entirely loft the ufe of their limbs ; for it froze, and 
the cold was intolerable. Some lay as if they were deadj 
and others reeled, as if they had been drinking wine. 
Our ill-luck was not yet complete ; the weakeft hounds, 
or fuch as were moft affeded by the cold, we now faw 
entangled in the tops of the hedges, and heard their la- 
mentations. WcH-known tongues ! and fuch as I had 
never befonc heard without plcafure. It was painful to 

S f 2 fee 
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Tee their diftrcfs, and not know how to relieve it. A 
number of people, by this time, were affembled near tke 
river fide, but there was not one amongft them that would 
venture in. However, a guinea, at laft, tempted one 
man to fetch out a hound that was entangled in a bulbj 
and would otherwife have periftied. Two hounds re- 
mained upon a hedge all night, and tho* at a confiderable 
diftance from each other when we left them, yet they got 
together afterwards 5 and the next morning, when the 
flood abated, they were found clofely clafping each other : 
without doubt, it was the friendly warmth they afforded 
each other, that kept both alive. We loft but one hound 
by this unlucky expedition, but could not fave any of 
our terriers. They were feen to fink, their ftrength not 
being fufficient to refift the two enemies they had to en- 
counter, powerful, when combined, — the feverity of the 
cold, and the rapidity of the ftream. 

You afk, at what time you (hould leave off* hunting ? 
It is a queftion which I know not how to anfwer ; as it 
depends as much on the quantity of game that you have, 
as on the country that you hunt. However, in my opi- 
nion, no good country fliould be hunted after February, 

nor 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



■msri 



H U N T, J N, G. 317 

aor 0iould there be any hunting at all after March* 
Spring; hynting is fad deftru6tion of foxes : in one week 
you may deftroy as many, as would have fhewn you fport 
for a whole feafon. We killed a bitch-fox one mofning, 
with feven young ones, which were all alive : I can affure 
you, we miffed them very much the next year, and had 
many blank days, which we needed not to have had, but 
through our own fault. I ihould tell you, that this nota- 
ble feat was performed, lUeralfy, on the frfl of April. 
if you will hunt late in the feafon, you Ihould, at leaft, 
leave your terriers behind you.— I hate to kill any animal 
out of feafon. — A hen-pheafant with egg, I have heard, 
is famous eating \ yet I can affure you, I never mean to 
tafte it : and the hunting a bitch-fox, big with young, 
appears to me cruel and unnatural. A gentleman of 
my acquaintance, who killed moft of his foxes at this 
feafon, was humouroufly called, midwife to the foxes. 

Are not the foxes heads, which are fo pompoufly e*- 
pofed to view, often prejudicial to fport in fox-hunting ? 
How many foxes are wantonly deftroyed, without the 
lead fervicc to the hounds, or fport to the mafter, that 
the huntfman may fay, he has killed fo many brace ! How 

many 
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many are digged out and killed, when blood is not wanted, 
for no betttff reaibn !— foxes that, another day perhaps^ 
the earths well flopped, might have run hours, and died 
gallantly at laft* I remember, myfelf, to have fecn a 
pack of hounds kill three in one day ; and though the 
laft ran to ground, and the hounds had filled two before, 
therefore could not be fuppofed to be in want of blood, 
the fox was digged out and killed upon the earth.— How- 
€ver> it anfwered one purpofe you would little expeft :— 
it put a Clergyman prefent in mind that he had a cor^e 
to bury^ which, otherwifc, had been forgotten. 

I SHOULD have lefs objedion to the number of foxes 
heads that are to be feen againft every kennel door, did it 
afcertain with more precifKwi the goodnefs of the hounds } 
which may more juftly be known from the few foxes they 
lofe, than from the number that they kill. When you 
enquire after a pack of fox- hounds, whether they be good 
of not, and are told they feldom mifs a fox ; your mind 
is perfeftly fatisfied about them, and you enquire no fur- 
ther : — it is not always fo, when you are told the member 
of foxes they have killed. If you a(k a Frenchman what 
age he is of, he will tcH y0u ifhat fee is m good healtb^-^ 

In 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



HUNTING.. 3T9 

In like manner, when I am a(ked, how many brace of 
foxes my hounds have killed, I feel myfelf inclined to fay, 
the hounds are good-, an anfwer, which, in my opinion, 
goes more immediately to the Ipirit of the queftion, than 
any other that I could give : fince the number of foxes 
heads is at bed but a prefumptive proof of the goodnefs 
of the hounds. In a country neighbouring to mine, foxes 
are difficult to be killed, and not eafy to be found -, and 
the gentlemen who hunt that country, are very well con- 
tented, when they kill a dozen brace of foxes in a feafon. 
JMy hounds kill double th^t number j ought it to be in- 
ferrcd from thence that they are twice as good ? 

All countries are not equally favourable to hounds. 
I hunt in three, all as different as it i^ poffible to be -, 
and the fame hounds that behave well in one, fometimes 
appear to behave indifferently in another. Were the moft 
famous pack, therefore, to change their good country, for 
the bad one I here allude to, though without doubt they 
would behave well, they certainly would meet with Icfs 
fuccefs than they are at prefent ufed to : our cold flinty 
hills would foon convince them, that the difference of 
ftrength between one fox and another i-p»the difference of 

good- 
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goodnefs betwixt one hound and another j— arc yet but 
trifles, when compared with the more material difference 
of a good fcenting country, and a bad one*. 

I CAN hardly think you ferious, when you aflc me, if 
the fame hounds can hunt both hare and fox ; however, 
thus far you may aflure yourfelf, that it cannot be done 
with any degree of confiftency. As to your other quef- 
tion of hunting the hounds yourfelf, that is an undertak- 
ing, which, if you will follow my advice, you will let 
alone. It is your opinion, I find, that a gentleman might 
make the beft huntfman j I have no doubt that he would, 
if he chofe the trouble of it. I do not think there is any 
profeffion, trade, or occupation to which a good edu- 
cation would not be of fervice ; and hunting, notwith- 
ftanding it be at prefent exercifed by fuch as have not had 

* Great inequality of fcent, is very unfavourable to hounds. In 
heathy countries the fcent always lies, yet I have remarked that the 
many roads that crofs them, and the many inclofures of poor land that 
furround them, render hunting in fuch countries^ at tiroee, very diffi- 
cult to hounds ; the fudden change from a good fcent to a bad one, 
puzzles their nofes, and confufes their underftandings ; and many of 
them, without doubt, follow the fcent unwillingly, owing to the Ettle 
credit that they give to it. In my opinion therefore, a fcent which 
is lefs good, but more equal, is more favourable to hounds^. 

an 
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an education^ might, without doubt, be carried on much 
better by thofc that have.— I will venture to fay, fewer 
faults would then be committed ; nor is it probable the 
fame faults would be committed over and over again, as 
they now are. — Huntfmen never reafon by analogy, nor 
are they much benefitted by experience. 

Having told you, in a former letter, what a huntfman 
ought to be ; the following, which I can affure you is a 
true copy, will (hew you, in fome inftances at Icaft, what 
he ought not to be. 



S I R 



_ O U R S I received the a4th of this prefent Inftant 
June and at your requcft I will give you an impartial ac- 
count of my man John G 's Characfler. He is a Shoe- 
maker or Cordwainer which you pleafe to call it by trade 
and now in our Town he is following the Carding Bufinefs 
for every one that wants him he ferved his Time at a 
Town called Brigftock in Northamptonfliirc and from 

T t thence 
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tbcnce in great Aldington Jotirncyman to t&is Occu- 
peLtioa a» before mentioned and ufed to come to my houfe 
and found by rideing nay hoifes to water that he rode a 
borle pretty well which was not at all miftaken for he rides 
a horfe welt and he looks after a kennel of hounds very 
well and fiods a hare very well he hath no judgment in. 
hunting a pack of hoimds now tho he rides well he dont 
with difcretion for he dont know how to make the moft 
of a horfe but a very harey ftarcy fellow will ride aver a 
church if in his way tho may prevent the leap by hav- 
ing a gap within ten yards of him and if you are not in 
the field with him yourfelf when you are a hunting to 
tutor him about riding he will kill all the horfes you have 
in the liable in one month for he hath killed downright 
and lamed fo that will never be fit for ufe no more than 
five horfes fince he hath hunted my hounds which is two 
years and upwards he can talk no dog language to a 
hound he hath no voice fpeaks to a hound juft as if his 
head were in a drum nor neither does he know how to 
draw a hound when they are at a lofs no more than a 
child of a years old as to his honefty I always found him 
honcft till about a week ago and have found him diihoneft 
now for about a week ago I fent my fervant that I have 

now 
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now to fetch ibnae Ibeep^s feet fmm Mr. Sttnjaa 49if 
Higham Ferrers where G ■ ■ nfedtojgo for feet tnd 1 
always fend ray money by my man that brings the feet 
and Star^an tdd my man that I have now that 1 owed . 
him money for feet and when the boy came home he 
told me and I went to Stanjan and when I fotwid the truich 
of the matter G— had kept my money in his hands and 
had never paid Stanjan he had been along with me once 
for a letter in order for his character to give him one but 
I told him I could not give him a good one fo I would 

not write at all G is a very great drunkard cant keep 

a penny in his pocket a fad notorious lyar if you fend him 
upon an errand a mile or two from Uppingham he will 
get drunk ftay all day and never come home while the 
middle of the night or fuch time as he knows his mailer 
is in bed he can nor will not keep any fecret neither hath 
he fo much wit as other people for the fellow is half a 
fool for if you would have bufinefs done with expedition 
if he once gets out of the town or fight of you Ihall fee 
him no more while the next morning he fcrves me fo and 
fo you muft expeft the fame if you hire him I ufe you jufl 
as I would be ufed myfelf if I defired a charafter of you 
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of a iervant that I had defigned to hire of yours as to let 
you know the truth of every thing about him. 

I am Sir 
Your mod humble fervant to conunand 

Hb takes good care of his horfes with good looking 
after him as to the drefling e'm but if you dont take care 
he will fill the manger full of corn fo that he will cloy 
the horfes and ruin the whole ftable of horfes. 

Great Addington 
June the 28th 1734. 
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LETTER XXIII. 



I 



TOLD you, I believe, at the beginning of our cor- 
refpondence, that I difliked bag foxes ; I (hall now tell 
you, what «iy objeftions to them are : — the fcent of them 
is different from that of other foxes : it is too goody and 
makes hounds idle ; befidcs, in the manner in which they 
generally arc turned out, it makes hounds very wild. 
They feldom fail to know what you arc going about, 
before you begin, and if often ufed to hunt bag-foxes, 
will become riotous enough to run any thing. A fox that 
has been confined long in a fmall place, and carried out 
afterwards many miles perhaps, in a fack, his own ordure 
hanging about him, muft needs ftink extravagantly. You 
are alfo to add to this account, that he moft probably 
is weakened for want of his natural food, and ufual exer- 
cife ; his fpirit broken by defpair, and his limbs ftifFencd 
by confinement 5 he then is turned out in open ground, 
without any point to go to : he runs down the wind, 
it is. trues but he is fo much at a lofs all the while, 

that 
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that he loj(ea a deal of time in oot knowing what 6o <lo i 
while the hoynd^, who have nooccafiojB tp^iuat, puiibtt 
as dofcly, as if they were tied to hina* I rcmenabcr once 
to have hunted a b^g-fox with a gentleman, who not 
thinking thcfe advantages enough, poured a whole bottle 
of flnifeed an the foxes back*— I cannot fay that I could 
have hunted the fox, but I affure you, I could very eafily 
have hunted the anijeed. Is it to be expedted that the 
fame hounds will have patience to hunt a cold fcent the 
next day o'er gteafy fallows, through flocks of flieep, or on 
ftony roads ? However capable they may be of doing it» 
I fhould much doubt their giving themfelvcs the trouble* 
If, notwithftanding thefe objeftions, you ftill choole to 
turn one out, turn him into a Jmall cover, give him. what 
time you judge neceflary, and lay on your hounds as 
quietly as you can ; and if it be poflible> let them think 

they find him. If you turn out a fox for blood, I 

fliould, in that cafe, prefer the turning him into a large 
cover, firft drawing it well, to prevent a change. The 
hounds Ihould then find hirti themfelves ; and the fooner 
he is killed, the better. Fifteen or twenty minutes is as 
long as I Ihould ever wifli a bag-fox to run, that is de- 
figned for blood :— the hounds fhould then go home. 

Bag- 
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ip^iiG-roxis always nm down the wind :— fuch fportf- 
VMrty therefore, as cboofc to turn them out, may at the 
fanie time choofe what country they (hall run* Foxes, 
that arc found, do not follow this rule invariably. Strong 
earths and large covers are great inducements, and it is 
po inconfiderable wind that will keep foxes from them. 
A gentleman, who never hunts, being on a vifit to a friend 
of his in the country, who hunts a great deal, heard him 
talk frequently of bag-foxes i as he was unwilling to betray 
his ignorance ; his difcretion, and curiofity, kept him for 
fome time in fufpence, till at laft he could not refrain 
frpm afking " what hndofan animal a bag fox was /^'*— and 
if it was not *^ a ffecies of foi^ peculiar to that country V* 

A PACK of hounds having run a fox to ground imme- 
diately after they had found him, he was digged and turned 
out again \ and that the operation of turning him out 
might be better performed, the mafter pf the hounds un- 
dertook it himfelf. — You will hardly believe me, when I 
tell you, that he forgot the place where he turned him 
out, and they never once could hit upon the fcent. 

If you breed up cubs, ypu will find a fox-court nccef- 

fary: 
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iary : they fhould be kept there till they are large enoitgh 
to take care of thcmfelvefl. It ought to be open afthfe 
top, and walled in : I need not tell you that it muft bfc 
every way well fecured, and particularly the floor of it; 
which muft be either bricked, oi* paved. A few boards 
fitted to the corners will alfo be of ufe to Aelter and to 
hide them. Foxes ought to be kept very clean, and have 
plenty of frcfh water ; birds and rabbits are their belt 
food J horfe-flefli might give them the mange, for they 
are fubjc6t to this difordcr .—I remember a remarkable 
inftance of it. Going out to courfe, I met the whipper-in 
returning from exercifing his horfes, and aflced him if he 
had found any hares ? — No, Sir, he reply'd, but I have 
caught a fox. — I faw him funning himfelf under a hedge, 
and finding he could not run, I drove him up into a 
corner, got off my horfe, and took him up, but he is 
fince dead.— I found him at the place he direfted me to, 
and he was indeed a curiofity. He had not a fingle hair 
on his brulh, and very few on his body. 

I HAVE kept foxes too long: I alfo have turned them 
out too young. The fafeft way, I believe, will be to 
avoid either extreme. When cubs are bred in an earth 

near 
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near you, if you tdd two w three to the number^ it is 
not impfohtble timt the oM fox wili take ctre of them. 
Of this you may be certain i--^hat if they live, they will 
be good foxes i for the <^ers will (hew them' the country. 
Thofe which you turn into an earth fhould be regularly 
fed. If they are once negleAedi it is probable they will 
foifake the pbce, wander away, and die for want of food. 
When the cubs leave the earth (which they may foon do) 
your game-keeper fliould throw food for them in parts of 
the cover where it may be moft eaiy for them to find it; 
and when lie knows their' haunt, he fliould continue to 
feed them there.-- — ^Nothing deftroys fo much the breed 
of foxes, as buying them to turn out, unlefs care be taken 
of them afterwards. 

Your country being cxtcnfive, probably it may not be 
all equally good -, it may be worth your while therefore 
to remove fome of the cubs, from one part of it into the 
other} it is what I frequently do myfelf, and find 
it anfwer*. A fox-court is of great ufc: it fhould 

Uu be 

* Tho' turned out foxes may fometiines anfwer the purpofe of en- 
tcring young hounds, yet they feldom ihcw any divcrfion ; few of 

thofe 
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\tc ftiryt or J cwuxQt $dyxk you to Jcocp them loag in it. 
I turned out one yiear tea brace of cubs -, ixMoft^of «hicK> 
by being kept till they were twnted before tft^ey were 
turned out, were found dead in the covers, with fcarqely 
any hair upon them i whilft a brace, whjch had made 
their efcape by making a hole i|i the fade in which they 
were brought, lived, and ihewed exeellent fport. ShQuld 
the cubs be large, you may turn them out knnoediately : 
a large earth will be beft for that purpofe, where they 
ought to be regularly fed with rabbits, birds, or flieeps 
henges, which ever you can *moft conveniently get, I 
believe, when a fox is once tainted, he never recovers. 
The weather being remarkably hot, thofe which I kept 
in my fox-court, (and it, at that time, was a very clofc 
one) all died, one after the other, of the fame diforder. 

Where rabbits are plentiful, nature will foon teach 

thofe I have turned into my woods, havt I ever feen again : belides, 
the turning out of foxes, and alarming the neighbourhood, may /bafiem 
their definition— Foxes, will be plentiful enough, where traps are 
not fet to deftroy them— fhould they do any injury to the farmer, 
make fatisfaftion for it— encourage the neighbouring gamekeepers to 
prefcrve them by paying them handfomely for every litter of cubs thaC 
they take care of for you : if you a6l in this manner, you may not 
have occafion to turn any out. 

your 
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your txjiVs how to catcJh the youftg 6nes ; and, till tlfiat 
period of abundance arrives, it riaay be heceffary to pro- 
vide food for them*. Where game is fcarCc, ivet w^dther 
m\\ be moft favourable to them; they can theh live on 
beetles, chaiFers, worms, &c. which they will fihd gr^at 
plenty of. I think the morning is the beft time to turn 
them out : H turned out in the evening, chey will be 
more likely to ramble, but if turned out early, and fed 
on the earth, I think there is little doubt of their re- 
maining thereto I ^fo recommend to you, to turn them 
into large coven and ftrong earths ) our of fmall earths 
they are more Harble to be ftolen, and from fmall covers 
are more likely to ftray. Your game-keepers, at this 
feafon of the year, having little to do, may feed and take 
care of them. When you flop any of thefe earths, re- 
member to have them opened again ; as, I have reafon to 
think, I loft fome young foxes one year by not doing it. 

* If a iheep die, let it be carried to the earth, and the cubs will 
live fome time upon it. 

t A more certain method, perhaps, might be to pale in part of a 
copfe which has an earth in it. It might be well ftocked with rabbits, 
the young ones of which, the cubs would foon learn to catch. Tou 
might have mufes in the pale, and let them out when capable of get«- 
tiiig their own food. 

U u 2 For 
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For ^oor o^^ hxijdwBtioiu pac^priT^be iBtrktug^-eycry 
ftm^Aiidk jmi w&nt cm, 4kkt J(M nuif khohrlinBijecbu 
Yoar cubS) thdtigh they mi^ g«c ofi^fnMntkr qcrreis 
trhere thef ^iKre bmd I whdn htiM^> wiH feldom fiut'tb 
return to them. r '^- 

Gbntlbmsk ^o buyfoxes^ do great injurf CoAw-htfttt- 
ing : they encourage the robbing of neighbouring liuiit^i 
in which cafe^ without doubt^ the receiver is as bad 4b 1^ 
thief. -^It is the intcreft of every fox-hunter to be cautious 
how he behave in this particular : indeed^ I believe moft 
gentlemen tu-e ; and it may be eafy to retaliate on liich V$ 

are not«- 1 am toldj that in fome hunts it is tti&con« 

ftant employment of one perfon to watch the earths at 
the breeding time, to prevent the cubs from being ftolem 
Furze-covers cannot be too much encouraged for that 
reafon, for there they are fafe. They have aifo other 
advantages attending them ; — they are certain places co 
find in ;««*Foxes cannot break from them unfciea ^--^nor 

are you fo liable to change as in other covers*. 

Ac- 

f- 

* A fox, when prefled bykounds, will feliom go into i /insr^ncAr. 
Rabbits, wkich are the fox's favourite food, maf alA> be enooaraged 
/^r/, and yet do little damage. Were they fuffered to eftahlilb 

them« 
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ncft^ia 1 M> 4bfij^ )Hni to be x^tiom hwv fov buy Jbxesl 
Thftf^rmfom^ men ptjn % them ^mlghtwell eocoucagb 
die jrohbiog of eycry bunt in tbfiskjngdorBj tkeir own nM: 
excepted. But you defpife the foi dijant g^efi^emaA 9^ 
receives them, more than the poor thief who takes them,— 
S(mti.ffiti^fwn.^9i^ queftioDs^ an4 ^tfHer then^&lves 
t^ty J^ye;fpuad out that convenient mezza kirmm ibr the 
fidy iKeonunodation of their confciences. 

With refped to the digging of foxes you run to 
ground I what I myfelf have obferved in that bufineis^ 
I will endeavour to recoUeft, My people ufually, I think, 
follow the hole, except when the earth is large, and the 
terriers have fixed tbr fox in an angle of it 1 fpr th^y then 
find it a more expeditious method to imk a pit as noar to 
btm as they can. You fhould always keep a terrier in at 
the fox, for .if you do not, he not only may move^ but 
aUb, in loofe ground, may dig himfelf further in. . In 

Uiemrelves in your woods, it would be difHcult to deflroy them after- 
wards. Thus far I objed to them as a farmer, I objed to them, alfo, 
as a foK^hiiiUer : ilnce nothing is more prejudicial to the breeding of 
f6x€99 than dsfturbing yoor woods^ late in the feafon, to deftroy the 
imbhitB. 

digging. 
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d*gg»Qg> yott Ihould keq> room enough-^ arid care lliduld 
be taken not to throw the earth where you may haitf it 
to move dgaxn.^^In following the hole, the furcft w*y not 

to lofis it, is to keep below it. When your hounds are 

in want of bloody flop all the holesj left the fox ihould 
bolt out unfccn. It caufcs no fmall confufion, wfam this 
happens. The hounds are difpcrfcd ftbout, and aileep in 
diflFcretit places; the horfes are ofren at a confiderdblc 
diftancej and many a fox, by taking advantage of the 
moment, has faved his life. 

If hounds want blood, and have had a long run, it ia 
the beft way, without doubt, to kill the fox upon the 
earth; but if they have not run long; if it beeafy to 
dig out the fox, and the cover be fuch a one as they are 
not likely to change in, it is better for the hounds, to turn 
him out upon the earth, and let them work for him. It 
is the blood that will do them moft good, and may be fer- 
viceable to the hounds, to the horfes, and to yourfelf.— 
Digging a fox is cold work, and may require a gallop 
after wards> to warm you all again. Before you do this, 
if there are any other earths in the cover, they (hould be 
(topped, left the fox (hould go to ground again. 

Let 
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Lbt yotif huntiman try all around/ and let him be per- 
feftjy fatbficd that the fox is not gone on, before you try 
an earth 5 for want of this precaution, I dug three houri 
to a terrier that lay all the time at a rabbit : there was 
another circumftancc which I am not likely to forger, 
— ** that I had twenty mks td ride home afitrwards.^ 
A foxfometimes runs over an earth, and does not go 
into it J he fometimes goes in and does not ftay ; he may 
find it too hot, or may not like the company that he 
meets with there : I make no doubt that he has good 
reafons for tytry thing he does, though we are not always 
acquainted with them* 

Huntsmen, when they get near the fox, will fome- 
times put a hound in to draw him. I'his is however a 
cruel operation, and feldom anfwers any other purpofe 
than to occafion the dog a bad bite, the foxes head gene- 
rally being towards him ; befides, a few minutes digging 
will render it unneceffary. If you let the fox firft fcize 
your whip, the hound will draw him more readily. 

You (hould not encourage badgers in your woods 1 
they make ftrong earths, which will be cxpenlive and 

trouble- 
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troubldbme to 700 to ftop -, or, fataitayour ^t if ypu 
do not. Ym, without doubr^ remtfliber BOiold Osftid 

foaft. 

Homkb ftMCt and hotfBi healtfay, 
Earcbi well fiopp'd, aad foxes plenty. 

All ctrtamly reiy defiraUe to a Ibx-boatcri yet I ap«» 
prehend the earths fi^ppei to be the mod oeccflary^ fi>r 
the others, without /&tf/, would be ufelefs« Befifks^ I am 
not certain that earths are the fafeft placet for foxeif to 
breed in ; for frequently, when poachers cannot dig them, 
they will catch die young foxes, in trenokes, dug at the 
mouth of the hole, which I believe they call umnmg 
them. A few large earths near to your houfe are certainly 
defirable, as they will draw the foxes thither, aod afto* 
a long day, will (bmetimes bring you home* 

If foxes fhould have been bred in an earth which you 
think unfafe, you had better ftink them out s /*»/, or in- 
deed any difturbance at the mouth of the hole, will make 
the old one carry them off to another place. 

Ik open countries, foxes, when they are oiuch di£* 
turbed, will lie at earth. If you have difficulty in fiod«f 

ing> 
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ing, (liBkiDg^. tbo e^th$ will romecimes produce X^tm 
igab; :TlicjnodMd.wfaich I ufe to (link ai^ earth is ^ 
follows : — Three pounds of fulphur, and one pound . of 
affafcetida are boiled up together i oiatehtis are then made 
of brown paper, and lighted in the holes, which are aftcr^ 
wardk flopped very clofe.— Earths, that are aot «fed by 
badgers, may be flopped early, which will anfwer (ha 
fame purpofe ; but where badgers frequent, it would Jae 
ufclcfs, for they would open them again. 

* 
Badgers may be caught alive in facks^ placed at the 
mouch of the hole ; fetting traps for them, would be dan- 
gerous, as you might catch your foxes alfo. They may 
be caught by (linking them out of a great earth, and a& 
terwards following them to a faialler one, and digging 
them. 

YoxjR country retjuires a good terrier ; I (hould prefer 
the black or white terrier ; fome there are fo like a jfbx, 
that aukward people frequently miftakc one for the other. 
If you like terriers to run with your pack, large ones, at 
times, are ufeful; but in an e^rth, they do btit little 
good, as they cannot always get up to a fox. You had 

X X better 
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better nof: enter a young terrier at a badger: young 
terriers hayc not the art qf (hifting, like old ones ; and, 
ihould they be good for aiiy thing, aioft probably will go 
up boldly to him at once, and get themfclves moft ter- 
ribly bitten ; for. this reafon, you fhould enter them at 
young foxes when you can. Before I quit this fubjeft, I 
muft mention an extraordinary inftance of fagacity in a 
bitch-fox, that was digged out of an earth with four 
young ones, and brought in a fack upwards of twenty 
miles to a gentleman in my neighbourhood, to be turned 
out the next day before his hounds. This fox, weak as 
ihe n\ii& have been^ ran in a ftrait line back again to her 
own country, crofled two rivers, and was at laft killed 
near to the earth flie was digged out of, the day before. 
Foxes that arc bred in cliffs, near the fea, feldom are 
known to ramble any great diftance from them j and 
iportfmen, who know the country where this fox was 
turned out, will tell you, that there is not the leaft reafon 
%o think that flie could have had any knowledge of it, 

Besxpes the digging of foxes, by wljich method many 
youngones are taken, and old ones deftroyed, traps, ^c. 
tpo often are fatal to them. Farmers, for their lambs, 

(which. 
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(which, by the bye, few foxes ever kill) gentlemen for 
their game, and old ivomen for their poultry, are their 
inveterate enemies. I muft, howevet*, give an inftance 
of civility I once met with from a farmer. — ^The hounds 
had found, and were running hard ; the farmer came up 
in high Ipirits, and faid, " I hope. Sir, you will kill him ; 
" he has done me much damage lately ; he carried away 
" all my ducks lafl: week : — I would not gin him though— 

'* too good a fportfman for that." So much for the 

honeft farmer. 

In the country where I live moft of the gentlemen are 
Iportfmen ; and even thofe who are not, fhew every kind 
of attention to thofe who are -, I am forry it is other- 
wife with you : and that your old gouty neighbour 
Ihould deftroy your foxes, I mull own, concerns me, 
I know fome gentlemen, who, when a neighbour had 
deftroyed all their foxes, and thereby prevented them 
from purfuing a favourite amufement, loaded a cart with 
fpaniels, and went all together and deftroyed his phea- 
fants. I think they might have called this, very pro- 
perly, lex talionisf and it had the defired effeft j for as 

X X a the 
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the gentleman did not think it prudent to fight them 

all^ he took the wifer method, — he made peace with 

I them. He gave an order that no more foxes Ibould be 

' deftroyed, and they never afterwards killed any of his 

pheafants. 

7" 
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LETTER XXIV. 



I 



AM now, my friend, about to take leave of you ; and 
at the fame time that I give rcpofc to you, let me intreat 
you to Ihew the fame favour to your hounds and horfcs. 
It is now the breeding feafon, a proper time, in my opi- 
nion, to leave off* hunting ; fince it is more likely to be 
your fervants amufcment, than yours ; and is always tp 
the prejudice of two noble animals, which we fportfmen 
are bound in gratitude to take care of. 

After a long and tirefome winter, furely the horfc de- 
fcrves fome repofe. Let him then enjoy his (hort-lived 
liberty, and as his feet are the parts which fuffcr moft^ 
turn him out into a foft pafture. Some there are, whq 
difapprove of grafs, faying, that when a horfe is in good 
order, the turning him out undoes it all again. — It cer^ 
tainly does. — Yet at the fame time, I believe, that no 
horfe can be freih in his limbs, or will laft you long 

without 
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Without it. — Can ftandihg in a hot ftable do him arty 
good ? — and can hard excrcifc, particular!/ in the fum- 
mer, be of any advantage to him ? — Is it not foft ground 
and long reft that willbeftrcffefh his limb^, ^hile the 
night air, and morning dews-will invigorate his body ? — 
Some never phyfic their hunters i only obferving, when 
they fir ft tike them up from gi'afs, to wbrk them gently; 
fome turn out theirs all the year. It is not unufual for 
fudh as follow the latter method, to phyfic their hdrles at 
grafs J they then are taken up, well fed, and properly 
exercifed to get thefn into order; this done, they are 
'turned but'for a feW hours every day when they arc not 
ridden. The paftiire fhould be dry, and (hould have 
but little grafs s there they will ftretch their limbs, and 
cool their bodies, and will take as much exercife as is 
neceflary for them. 1 have remarked, that thus treated 
they catch fewer colds, have the ufe of their limbs more 
freely, and are lefs liable to lamenefs than other horfes. 
Another advantage attends this method, which, in the 
horfcs you ride yourfelf, you will allow to be very mate- 
rial :_your horfe, when once he is in order, will require 
lefs ftrong exercife than grooms generally give their 

horfesi 
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hojfei ajid his mouth, in all probaJ>Uity, will not be the 
worfe for it. 

The Earl of Pen^broke, in his Military Equitatioi^, is, 
I findj of the fame opinioa; he tclU us, — " It is of the 
" greateft confequence for horfcs to be kept cleaw, regv- 
" larly fedj and as regularly exercifed: but whoever choofes 
'* to ride in the way of eafe and plcafure, without any far- 
** tigue on horfeback, or in Ihort^ does not like to carry 
" his horfe, inftead of his horfe's carrying him, muft not 
" fufFer his horfe to be exercifed by a groom; (landing 
" up on his ftirrups, holding himfelf on by mcaps qf ;he 
'* reins, and thereby hanging his whqle dead, weight on 
'' the horfe's mouth, to the entire deftruftion of all that 

" is good, {afe^ or pleafant aibout the apimal." And 

in another place he fays, — *' Horfes (hpuld be turned 
" loofe fomewhere, or walked about every day, when 
** they do not work, particularly after hard excrcife: 
** fwelled legs, phyfic, &c. will be faved by tl^efc means^ 
** and many diftempers avoided." He alfo obferves that, 
" it is a matter of the greateft confequence, though few 
*' attend to it, to feed horfes according to their work* 
<' When the work is hard, food fliould be in plenty ; when 

^^it 
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" it is otherwife, the food Ibould be diminiflicd imibodi' 
"atcl^i the hay particularly/' 

I HAVE no doubt that the noble author is perfcftly 
right in thefc obfervations : I am alfo of opinion that a 
handful or two of clean wheaten ftraw, chopped fmall, 
and mixed with their corn, would be of great fervicc to 
your horfes, provided that you have intereft enough with 
your groom to prevail on him to give it them. 

Such of my horfes as are phyficked at grafs, have two 
dofcs given them when they are turned out^ and three 
more before they are taken up. Grafs phyfic is of fo mild 
a kindj that you will not find this quantity too much; 
nor have I ever known an accident happen from it, al- 
though it has been given in very indifferent weather. I 
fhould tell you, that my horfes are always taken in, 
the firft night after their phyfic, though the printed 
diredions, I believe, do not require it. Such horfes as 
are full of humours fliould be phyficked at houfe, fince 
they may require (longer dofes than grafs phyfic will 
admit of, which, I think more proper to prevent hu- 
raours, than to remove them. The only ufe I icnow 

in 
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in phyficking a horfc that docs not appear to wiant it, i& 
to prevent, if poffiblc, his requiring it at a time when 
you cannot fo well fpare him, I mean the hunting feafon : 
— fhould an accident of this kind happen. Stibium's 
balls, of which I fend you the receipt, will be found 
of ule. 

Crocus Metallorum, levigated 2 ozs. 
Stibium's ditto - - 2 

Flower of brimftone - i 
Caftile foap - - i 

Liquorice powder - - i 
Honey q. f. to make it into a pafte. 

A ball of one ounce weight is to be given for* three 
mornings fucceffively. — ^The horfe muft be kept failing 
for two hours after he has taken it : he then may have a 
feed of corn, and, foon after that, moderate exercife. 
The fame fhould be repeated four days afterwards. — Thefe 
balls purify the blood, and operate on the body by infen- 
fible perfpiration. 

I FREQUENTLY glvc nitre to fuch of my hunters 
as are not turned out to grafs ; — it cools their bodies, 
and J* of IJbrvice to them. It may be given either 

Yy in 
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in their water, or in their corn; I fometimes- give.aa 
ounce in each. 

To fuch of my horfes as arc thick winded, and fuck a& 
carry but little flefh, I give carrots. In many ftables they 
are given at the time of feedings in the corn ; I prefer 
giving them at any other time — for it is a food which 
horfes are fo fond of, that if by any accident you Ihould 
omit the carrotSy I doubt if they would eat the cortty readily, 
without them. 

I THINK you are perfeftly in the right to mount your 
people well j there is no good opconomy in giving them 
bad horfes 5 they take no care of them, but wear them 
put as foon as they can, that they may have others. 

The queftion you aQc me about ftioeing, I am unable 
to anfwer. Yet I am of opinion, that horfes fliould be 
fhod with more or lefs iron, according as the country 
where they hunt requires ; but in this, a good farrier will 
beft diredt you. Nothing certainly is more neceffary to 
a horfe than to be well lliod. The flioc fhould be a pro- 
per one, and it ihould fit his foot. Farriers arc but too 

apt 
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apt to make the foot fit the flioe*. My groom carries a 
falfe (hoe, which juft ferves to fave a horfe's hoof, when 
he loofes a Ihoe, till it can be put on again. In fomc 
countries you fee them loaded with faws, hatchets, &c. 
I am glad that the country in which I hunt does noc re- 
quire them. In the book I have juft quoted, you will 
find the (hoeing of horfcs treated of very much at large. 
I beg leave, therefore, if you want further information on 
that head, to refer you to it. 

* I venture to give the following rules on (hoeing — in a fhort and 
dccillvc manner, as founded on the ftrideft anatomical, and mechanical 
principles, laid down by the befl mailers. The fhoe fhould be flat, 
and not turned up at the heel, or reach beyond that, or the toe : but 
the middle part fhould extend rather beyond the outward edge of the 
hoof, that the hoof may not be contra6led ; the outward part of which 
may be pared to bring it down to an even furface, to fit it £br tlie Ax- 
ing on of the (hoe. — If the foot be too long, the toe may be pared, 
or rafped down ; which, in many cafes, may even be necclTary to 
prcfervc the proper (hape of the hoof, and bring the foot to a ftroke, 
and bearing, the moft natural and advantagecus. Neither the horny- 
fole, or frog, (meant by nature for the guard of the foot, and fafety 
of the horfe) are, upon any account, to be pared or cut away. The 
fmall, loofc, ragged parts that, at times appear, (hould be cut ofF 
with a pen -knife ; but that de(lru6livc inAniment called the butttris^ 
which, in the hands of ftubborn ignorance, has done more injury to 
the feet of horfes than all the chaces of the world, (liould be banifhcd 
for ever. 

Y y 2 Hav- 
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I Having declared my difapprobation of furnipcr hunt- 
ing, on account of the horfes, I muft add, that I am not 
lefs an enemy to it on account of the hounds alfo j they, 
I think, (hould have fome time allowed them to recover 
the drains and bruifes of many a painful chace; and their 
diet, in which the adding to their ftrength has been, 
perhaps, too much confidered, fhould now be altered. 
No more flefh fhould they now eat j but in its Head, 
ihould have their bodies cooled with whey, greens, and 
thin meat: without this precaution, the mange, moft 
probably, would be the immediate confequence of hot 
weather, perhaps madnefs : — direful malady ! 

As a country life has been recommended in all ages, 
not lefs for the contentment of the mind, than the health 
of the body, it is no wonder that hunting fhould be con- 
fidered by fo many as a necefTary part of it, fince nothing 
conduces more to both : a great genius has told us, that 

it is 

Better to hunt in fields for health unbought. 
Than fee the dcxSlor for a naufeous draught. 

With regard to its peaceful flate, according to a modern 

poet ; 

No 
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No fierce unruly fenate threatens here. 
No axe, or fcafFold, to the view appear. 
No envy, difappointment, and dt fpair. 



i 



And for the contentment which is fuppofcd to accompany 
a country life, we have not only the beft authority of our 
own time to fupport it, but even that of the beft poets of 
the Auguftan age. Virgil furcly felt what he wrote, when 
he faid, '* O fortunati nimium Jua fi bona norint^ agricoU j'* 
and Horace's famous ode, '* Beatus ilk qui procul negotiis^^ 
fcems not Ufs to come from the heart of a man, who 
is generally allowed to have had a perfc<5k knowledge of 
mankind j and this, even at the time when he was the 
favourite of the greateft emperor, and in the midft of all 
the magnificence of the greateft city, in the world. 

The elegant Pliny alfo, in his epiftle to Minutius 
Fundanus, which is admirably tranflated by the Earl of 
Orrery, whilft he arraigns the life he leads at Rome, fpeaks 
with a kind of rapture of a country life :— ^* Welcome," 
fays he, ** thou life of integrity and virtue ! welcome 
^* fweet and innocent amufement ! Thou that art almoft 
^' preferable to bufinefs and employment of every kind.*'-— 
And it was here^ we are told, that the great Bacon expe- 
rienced 
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rienced his trucft felichy. With regard to the Olium cum 
Sgnitate^ fo much recommended, no one, I believe, tin- 
derftands the true meaning of it better, or praftifes it 
more fuccefsfuUy than you do. 

A RURAL life, I think, is better fuitcd to this kingdofn 
than to any other ; becaufe the country in England affbrds 
pleafures and amufements unknown in other coifhtriesj 
and becaufe its rival, our Englifli town (or ton) life, 
perhaps is alefs pleafant one than may be found elfewhere. 
If this, upon a nice inveftigation of the matter, fhould 
appear to be ftriiftly true, the contlufion that Would ne* 
Ceflarily refult fronfi it might prove more than I mean 
it Ihould } therefore we will drop the fubjeft. Should 
you, however, differ from me in opinion of your town 
life, and difapprove what 1 httvefaid concerning it, you 
may excufe me, if you pleafe s as you would a lawyer, 
who does the bed he can for the party for whom he is re- 
tained. I think you will alfo excufe any expreffionsl may 
have ufcd, which may not be current here\ if ydu find, 
as I verily believe you may, that 1 have not made ufc of 
a French word, but when I could not have expreflcd rtiy 
meaning fo well by an EnglJih one.— It is only an unne- 

ceflary 
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ceJQTary and 4iSe<^cd application of a foreign latiguage' 
thax, in my opinion, is dcferving of cenfurc. 

To thofe who may think the danger which attends upon 
hunting a great objeftion to the purfuit of it, I muft 
beg Icavp to obferve, that the accidcats which are occa- 
fioned by it are very few. I will venture to fay, that 
ncKxre bad accidents happen to Ihooters in one year, than 
to thofe who follow hounds in feven. You will remind 

me, perhaps of the death of T k, and the fall of 

D-- — t J — but do accidents never happen on tKc road ? 
the moil famous huntfman and boldcft rider of his time, 
after having hunted a pack of hounds for feveral years 
unhurt, loft his life at laft by a fall from his horfe, as 
he was returning home. — ^A furgeon of my acquaintance 
has afliired me, that in thirty years pradicc, in a fporting 
,country, he had not once an opportunity of fetting a 
bone for a fportfman, though ten packs of hounds were 
kept in the neighbourhood. This gentleman, furely, muil 
have been much out of luck> or hunting cannot be fo 
dangerous as it is thought.—Befides they are all timid 
animals that we purfue, npr is there any danger in attack- 
ing them :-»-rThey are not like the furious beaft of thie 

Gevaudan, 
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Gevaudatty which, as a French author informs us, an aimy 
of twenty thoufand French Chaflhirs went out in Tai» 
to kill. 

If my time in writing to you, has not been ^ well- 
employed as it might have been, you at leaft will not fird 
that fault with it : nor ihall I repent of having employed 
it in this manner, unlefs it were more certain than it is, 
that I ftiould have employed it better. It is true, thcfe 
letters are longer than I firft intended they fhould be : 
they would have been Jhorter^ could I have beftowed more 
time upon them.— Some technical words have crept in 
imperceptibly, and with thenfi, fome expreffions better 
fuited to the field, than to the clofet i nor is it necef- 
fary, perhaps, that a fportfman, when he is writing to a . 
fportfman, fhould make excufes for them. In fome of 
my letters you have found great variety of matter j— 
the variety of queftions contained in yours^ made it fbme- 
times unavoidable* 1 know there muft be fome tauto- 
logy 3 it fcarccly is poffible to remember dl that has been 
faid in former letters; — let that difficulty, if you pleafc, 
excufe the fault. I fear there may be fome contradiflrons 
for the fame reafon^ and I doubt there (hould be many 

cxcep- 
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exceptions. I truft them all to your candour^ sor can 
they be in better hands. I hope you will not find that 
1 have at different times given different opinions i but 
fliould that be the cafe, without doubt you will follow 
the opinion which coincides mofl with your own. If on 
any points I have differed from great authorities, I am 
forry for it: I have never hunted with thofe who are 
looked up to as the great mafters of this fcience ; and, 
when I difier from them, it is without dcfign. — Other 
methods, without doubt, there are, to make the keeping 
of hounds much more expenlive -, which, as I do not prac* 
tice myfelf, I fliall not reconnnend to you ;— treated after 
the manner here defcribed, they will kill foxes, and ihew 
jrou fport. I have anfwercd all your queftions as concifely 
as I was able, and it has been my conftant endeavour to 
fay no more than I thought the fubjeft required. — The 
time may come, when more experienced fportfmen, and 
abler pens, may do it greater juftice j till then, accept 
the obfervations that I have made : — take them -, — read 
them i — try them. — ^Therc was a time when I fhould rea- 
dily have received the information they give, impcrfeft as 
it may be s for experience is ever a flow teacher, and I 
have had no other. With regard to books, Somervile is 

Z z the 
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the only author whom I have found of any ufe on chU 
fubjeft ; you will admire the poet, and eftecm the man j 
yet I am not certain that you will be always iatisfied with 
the leflbns of the huntfman. Proud of the authority, I 
have quoted from him as often as it would fuit your pur- 
pofe, and for your fake have I braved the evident difad- 
vantage that attended it. I wifli this elegant poet bajd 
anfwered all your queftions ; you then would have re- 
ceived but one letter from me— to refer you to him. 
That no other writer fhould have followed his fteps, may 
thus, I think, be accounted for :— thofe gentlemen who 
make a profeffion of writing, live chiefly in town ; con- 
fequently cannot be fuppofed to know much of hunting j 
and thofe who do know any thing of it, are either fervants 
who cannot write, or country gentlemen who will not give 
themfelves the trouble. However, I have met with fome 
curious remarks, which I cannot help communicating to 
you. One author tells us, that *' courfing is more agree- 

*^ able than hunting, hecauje it is Jooner over:'* " that a 

** terrier is a mungrel greyhound :'' — and " that dogs have 
*' often coughs from eating fijh bones.''-^ 

Another, (a French author) advifes us to give a horfe, 

aftCT 
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tfter hunting, " a foup made of bread and wine, and an 
** oAion/* — I fear an Englilh groom would eat the onion, ■ 
and drink the wine. 

The fame author has alfo a very particular method of 
catching rabbits, which you will pleafe to take in his own 
words, he calls it — Cbaje du lapin a Vecrevijfe. " Ceite 
'* cbajfe convient aux perfonnes qui ne veulent employer nifurets 
** ni armes i feu : on tend des poches aune extremite d'utt 
*' terrier^ et h Pautre on glijfe une ecrevijfe ; cet animal arrive 
^^ peu-a-peu au fondde la retraite du lapin^ lepique^ s*y attache 
" avec tant de .force^ que le quadrupede eft oblige de fuir^ em^ 
^^ portant avec luijon ennemiy et vient Je f aire prendre dans le 
i^ filet qu^on lui a tendu i Vouverture du terrier. Cette cbajfe 
** demande beaucoup de patience : les operations de P ecrevijfe 
^^ font lentesy mais aujji elks font quelque fois plus Jures que 
" celles du furetJ' 

This, gentleman's Angular method of hunting rabbits 
witb a lobfter^ reminds me of a method harlequin hai 
of killing hares, not lefs ingenious, with Spanijfj Jnuff. 
Brighclla tells him, that the hares eat up all his maftcr's 
green whe^t, and that he knows not how to kill them i 

Z 2 a '* nothing 
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*' nothing more cafy,** rq>lics haricqtiln— ^* I will Olgs^ 
« to kill them all with two-pennyworth of fnuff. They 
^* come in the night, you fay, to feed on the green wheat j 
<c — fl-r^j^ a little fnufFover the field before they come,— 
" it will fct them all a fneezing ; — nobody will be by to 
*^ fay God blefs you, and of courfe they will all die." 

I BELIEVE, during our prefent correlpondencc, that I 
have twice quoted the Encyclopedic with fome degree of 
ridicule ; I muft, notwithftanding, beg leave to fay, in 
juftice to myfelf, that I have great efteem for that valu- 
able work. 

Ok opening a very large book called the GentlemarCs 

Recreation, I met with the following remarkable paffage : — 

*^ Many have written of this fubjeft, as well the anticnts 

*^ as moderns, yet but few of our countrymen to any pur- 

** pofe; and had one all the authors on this fubjeft (as in- 

*' deed on any other) there would be more trouble to pafs 

*' by, than to retain \ mod books being fuller of words 

*' than matter, and of that which is for the moft part 

" very erroneous." — All who have written on the fubjeft 

of hunting feem to agree in this at lead — to fpeak indif^ 

fercntly of one another. 

You 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



-^ 

^ 



.- 'H U N T I M^G. 357 

Yow have ohfcrvcd in one of your letters, ffUlH^ do 
not always foUow my own niles ; and, as a proof of ir^ . 
you have remarked that many of my hounds arc oddly 
named :— — I cannot deny the charge. — --I leave a great 
deal to my huntfman j but if you aim at perfedion, leave 
as little as you can help to yours. It is eafier, I believe, 
in every inftance, to know what is right, than it is to 
follow it ; but, if the rules I have given are good, what 
does it fignify to you, whether I follow them or not ?. 
A country fellow ufed to call every direfting poft he faw a 
do^or. He was afked, why he called them fo ? " Why, 
" mafter, faid he, I never fee them but they put me in 
" mind of the parfon of our parifli, who conftantly points 
^* out a road to us he does not follow himfelf." 

If I can add to the amufement of fuch as follow this 
diverfion, I Ihall not think my time has been ill employed j 
and, if the rules which are here given may any ways tencj 
to preferve that friendly animal the hound from one un- 
neceflary lafh, I (hall not think they have been written 
in vain. It never was my expectation to be able to fend 
you a complete treatife :— Thoughts upon Huntings in a 
Jeries of familiar Letters^ were all I propofed to myfelf the 

plcafure 
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plea^^if^f fen'(3Tng : — the trouble I have taken in writing 
. tncm, intitles me to fome indulgence j nor need I, there- 
fore, whilft I endeavour to render them of ufe, (land in 
any fear of criticifm. Yet, if any man, as id^e as I have 
already declared myfelf to be, fhould take the trouble to 
criticHe thefe letters, tell him this :— An acquaintance of 
mine, who had bellowed much time in improving hi3 
place, whenever he heard it found fault with, " alked 
** where the critic lived ? whether he had any place of his 
** own ? whether he had attempted any improvements ? 
*' and concluded with promifing a peep at />."— The 
gentleman here alluded to had lefs humility than your 
humble fervant. Take therefore my fentiments in the 
following lines : 



-«?/ quid novijii rectus i/iisy 



Candidus imferti j Ji non^ bis utere mecum. Hor. 

Farewell *. 

* The fong which was at the end of the firft edition of thefe letters, 
having been already printed by its author* and thought too local 
to be neceffary here ; is now omitted. 



THE END. 
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